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ENA board meetings 

2024 
 

The Eastgate Neighbor-

hood board meetings are 

open to all neighbors.  
 

Please email us at         

contact@eastgatena.com 

prior to the meeting and we 

will let you know where the 

specific meeting will be 

held.  

Meeting Dates: 

September  21 & 

October 26 Annual Meeting 

Garage Sale Weekend 
 

ENA Garage Sale weekend will be Thursday through 

Saturday, June 18-20. See page 8. 

Dumpster Day Date 

Dumpster Day will be held on Saturday, August 

22, at Fifth Reformed Church. 

ENA Board News 
 

The Eastgate Neighbor-
hood meetings are open to 
all neighbors.  

 

Please email us at         
contact@eastgatena.com 
prior to the meeting and we 
will let you know where the 
specific meeting will be 
held.  

 

Board meetings will occur 
on July 21, September 15, 
and October 27, which is 
the annual meeting. 

For nearly 20 years, 

Eastgate neighbor Kel-

ley Rahilly has provided 

an annual real estate 

report for the neighbor-

hood. Kelley is a former 

board member of the 

Eastgate Neighborhood 

Association. Her contact 

information is at the con-

clusion of this article.  

 W    35    E ! 

The 2025 real estate market was busy! The past year brought us 
fluctuating interest rates, more homes on the market and more 
sold; but homes took longer to sell, because buyers were in a 
slightly better position to negotiate. Eastgate saw a 39% increase 
in the number of homes sold, along with an average 8.7% in-
crease in the sale price. However, the average days on the mar-
ket was 37, compared to only 11 days on the market in 2024. 

Interesting facts about the 2025 real estate market in Eastgate: 
 
*32 single family homes sold in 2025. 
*3 Breton Hamlet condos sold in 2025. 
  
*The high sale price for single family homes was $470,000. 
*The low sale price for single family homes was $295,000. 

Real Estate Report of 2025 

Continued on page 9 
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Eastgate Neighborhood Association Board News 

      

T  A  M 
 

     The Eastgate Neighborhood Associationôs by-

laws require that there be an annual meeting of the 

association in the month of October.  

     The annual meeting this year began with an ar-

ray of treats from our local neighbor Sweet Chest-

nut Bakery. The treats were displayed on tables at 

Fifth Reformed Church where the meeting was 

held.  

T  R  
 

     This year the attendees heard reports from our 

police representative, officer Cathie Williams, who 

gave a crime report. Catherine Zeller who gave a 

city planning report, commenting on current devel-

opments in and around Eastgate.  

     Both reports were appropriately brief and re-

ceived a few questions.  

     ENA President Jim Rauwerda and ENA treasur-

er Chris Burri each presented their annual reports. 

The state of the neighborhood is heathy, and the 

state of the treasury is equally healthy.  

     Our ENA treasurer Chris Burri is stepping down 

from the board. Our entire Eastgate community is 

indebted to him for his service.  

 

 

Chris Burri, left, received the Good Neighbor Award 

from ENA president Jim Rauwerda at the annual 

meeting in October  

G  N  A 
 

     Chris has 

served on the 

board since 

2019 and has 

been involved 

in many facets 

of our neigh-

borhood, from 

his ñneighbors 

helping neigh-

borsò Christmas project to his help with organizing 

our finances.  

     With this in mind, the ENA board unanimously 

elected him to receive the ñGood Neighbor Award.ò 

    From Jim Rauwerdaôs presentation: ñWhenever 

the board asked Chris to help, Chris not only said 

óyesô but did so with enthusiasm. If someone wants 

to earn the Good Neighbor Award, then perhaps that 

person should be more like Chris. Chris, we give you 

this award with all of our heartfelt thanks!ò 

 

B  E  
 

     With Chris Burri stepping down form the board, 

there was one open seat along with the contested 

seats held by John Morrison, Kyle Nicholson, Kris 

Stott, and Greg Wilkens. These four candidates opt-

ed to run again, and Luke Donald from Hutchinson 

Avenue let his name stand for the open seat. This 

slate was elected unanimously  

     Immediately following the annual meeting the 

new board elected Jim Rauwerda as president, Kris 

Stott as vice president, Sloth I as treasurer, and 

Steph Ford as secretary.  

     Since that October meeting, Sloth I is transition-

ing away from the board. In the meantime, the ENA 

board will elect a new treasurer to fulfill Slothôs term.   

Special thanks to Sloth I for serving our neighbor-

hood for his many years on the board.  
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9ŀŎƘ hŶŎŜ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘƭȅ hǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ hǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ 

a-C тΥолŀƳ-сǇƳ 
{ уŀƳ-рǇƳ 

Sunday service at 10:00am 

1800 Plymouth Ave. 

www.phcrc.org 

243-5638 

Equipping disciples to become neigh-

borsé  

...inviting neighbors to become disci-

G  P  
 

     At its January meeting the board opted to pause this 

Gatewatch publication. In past years the some advertis-

ing income was not collected and the board is working 

on correcting this issue. That said, the advertising in-

come has always covered for the cost of the publication, 

which was the goal when the newsletter began.   

     This current Gatewatch is graciously underwritten by 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate and the advertisements in these 

pages are holdovers. We are running ñlegacyò ads for 

our longtime supporters at no cost with the hopes that 

our printing can me more regular next year. With that, 

the ENA board would like to thank our advertisers for 

their support of this publication and our Eastgate neigh-

borhood as a whole.  

     Producing one newsletter for our neighborhood costs 

about $750. If you know of someone who might under-

write that cost, the board would consider producing an-

other issue this year.  

     At this time, however, the board plans to produce 

this one newsletter for 2026.   
 

N  E 
 

     This April the ENA sponsored a neighborhood clean-

up date that coincided with Earth Day. Thanks to Sloth I 

for organizing this event. Thanks also to the Piano Cot-

tage for the use of the parking lot. 

     The board scheduled garage sale weekend for 

Thursday through Saturday, June 18, 19, and 20.  

Thanks to Cathie Higgins for coordinating this. 

     Our ñChalk the Walkò event will be held again this 

summer. Details will come via Facebook. Thanks to 

Steph Ford for putting this together.  

     Dumpster Day will be August 22 at Fifth Reformed 

Church. The event begins at 9am. Thanks to Greg Wil-

kins for his continued leadership here.  

     The Eastgate Annual Meeting will be held at Fifth 

Reformed Church on October 27 beginning at 7pm.  

      The ENA is run completely by volunteers. The 

events, the Facebook and web pages, this newsletter, 

and even our email address are handled by people who 

love our neighborhood. If you see any board members, 

please thank them for their efforts.  

ENA News Continued 
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BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 
2003 Burton St. S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
(616) 245-9830 
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From the President 
Hi Neighbors, 

 

     This newsletter is the first 

and last one of 2026. In one 

sense it is sad that we are only 

producing one of these, but in 

another sense it is good.  

     Itôs sad because some of our 

events have not been publicized 

as well as they could have. Our 

neighborhood clean up day 

came and went, and so did our paper shred day 

that we hold in conjunction with Michigan First 

Credit Union.   

     As Kelley Rahilly mentioned in her real estate 

article, the ENA welcomes approximately 35 new 

neighbors per year. Within a few months, this 

newsletter lands at the door of all new homeown-

ers, welcoming them to Eastgate. Thatôs not true 

this year. 

     On the other hand, itôs okay to take a break and 

change our expectations. It makes us appreciate 

the communication, events, and relationships that 

we have in the ENA. 

     The ENA board is working through some over-

sights with the newsletter. Specifically, we have 

not collected all the advertising payments that 

were due. Even without those reimbursements, 

however, the ENA finances and bank accounts are 

healthy.  

     With the proper procedures in place the board 

is hopeful that this newsletter can return to its nor-

mal publication of four issues per year in 2027. 

     We would like to thank our advertisers who 

have supported us over the years and look for-

ward to working with them next year. We would 

also like to thank the Beacon Hill at Eastgate 

Foundation for underwriting the cost of this news-

letter.  

 

     We live in a great place.   

 

  Jim Rauwerda, 

  ENA President   
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Splash Pad is Opening 
 

The Mulick Park splash pad will be open every 

day this summer from June 6  through September 

13. Operational hours are 10am to 9pm 

     The city of Grand Rapids operates 15 splash 

pads and 3 swimming pools. The nearest pool to 

Eastgate is at Martin Luther King Park at 1200 

MLK Jr St SE.  

 

Monday Yoga at the Park 

Mondays May 11 - August 20 6pm-6:45pm 
 

Outdoor Yoga Classes will be held weekly, at Mu-

lick Park. All classes are free of charge and no 

registration is required. Cancellations due to 

weather will be announced on the Parks and Rec-

reation Facebook page and on the departmentôs 

cancellation hotline at 616-456-3699.  

 

Monday Story Time Dates 
 

If you love stories, songs, and rhymes, join the 

Grand Rapids Public Library for outdoor story 

time. The event is for kids ages 0-5 and each 

child will take home a free story time kit at the end 

of the program while supplies last.  

Dates: 

¶ Mon, Jun 8, 2026 at 10:30am 

¶ Mon, Jul 13, 2026 at 10:30am 

¶ Mon, Aug 10, 2026 at 10:30am 

 
 

Mulick Park is located at 1632 Sylvan Ave SE 

Summer Events  

at Mulick Park 

See the East Grand Rapids Parks and Recrea-

tion Website for more details. Enjoy these free 

events at John Collins Park in the comfort of your 

own lawn chairs. Concerts and movies will not be 

rescheduled due to inclement weather. 
 

Summer Movies at John Collins Park 

Sponsored by Brouwers Insurance Agency 
 

Friday night movies begin a dusk 
 

 June 12: How to Train Your Dragon  

     (Live Action) 
 

 July 24: Superman (2025) 
 

 August 21: Inside Out 2 
 

  

Summer Concerts at John Collins Park 

Sponsored by Brouwers Insurance Agency 
 

Monday evenings in June and July.  

Concerts go from 7-8:30pm. Children are        

welcome to enjoy face painting and a creation 

station.  

 June: 8, 15, 22, 29 
 

 July: 13, 20, 27 
 

 August: 3, 10, 17 
 

July 4 Events 
 

 8:30am: Trail Blazer 5K 

 Noon: Parade 

 Noon: Food Trucks Arrive 

 1-3:30: Events and Water Ski Show 

 8pm-Dusk: Concert 

 Dusk: Fireworks over Reeds Lake 

 

46th Annual Reeds Lake Run 

See the East Grand Rapids Parks and Recrea-

tion Website for registration details 
 

 June 2 at 8am 

 5K, 10K, the doggie dash, and others 

Summer Events in  

East Grand Rapids  

All Events Are Free! 

https://www.facebook.com/GRParksandRec
https://www.facebook.com/GRParksandRec
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Sustainability at 

Beacon Hill 

{ǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ [ŀǳǊŜƴ 

bŜǧŜ .ŀƪŜǊȅ !Ř 

  ðThomas Dandridge 

      Resident, Beacon Hill at Eastgate  

      Liaison to the ENA board 

 

     Both the administration of Beacon Hill and its 

residents have made a long-term commitment to 

monitoring resource use and minimizing waste. 

     About ten years ago in collaboration with Aqui-

nas a comprehensive study was begun on use of 

power and water. This has culminated in a report to 

the community and plans that will reduce use. 

     Meanwhile residents attended a tour of the Kent 

County recycling center followed by a presentation 

by the director to encourage individual responsibil-

ity. Recycling also includes several community wide 

events to collect items for In The Image or Mel  

Trotter.   
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     IHM is building a new preschool building. It is 

slated to be finished in January 2027, and should 

be ready for second semester of the 2026-2027 

school year. 

     The preschool is currently located in the 

churchôs original rectory which was built in 1949. 

That building will be razed in the summer of 2027. 

New Preschool at  

Immaculate Heart of Mary 

     The Eastgate Neighborhood Association will 

host its annual garage sale weekend from Thurs-

day, June 18, through Saturday, June 20.  

     Neighbors are encouraged to direct traffic to 

individual sales. Eastgate Neighborhood garage 

sale signs may used as well. Information about 

those will be posted on the ENA Facebook site. 

     Obviously, more sales mean more traffic. 

     So, host a sale, clean out the house, make 

some money, and meet a few neighbors!  

Garage Sale Weekend  

Coming to Eastgate  

Thursday through Saturday, June 18-June 20 

Breton Hamlet Looks to 

Modify Its Plans 

     The developer of Breton Hamlet, the condomini-

um project at 2200 Griggs, is requesting a Site Plan 

Review from the city planning commission. The re-

quest involves amending setback and height re-

strictions for some of the units. 

     Neighbors within 300 feet of the project received 

postcards informing them of the agenda item. The 

information was also posted on the ENA Facebook 

page.  

    The planning commission meeting is on May 28, 

which is when this newsletter goes to press.  
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persistently low housing inventory. The limited 
housing supply will continue to support home val-
ues. Price growth is projected to continue, but at a 
slower rate. Mortgage interest rates for 30-year 
loans are expected to remain in the low 6% range, 
with periodic movement into the high 5% range as 
economic conditions fluctuate. 

For sellers, preparation remains a key factor in max-
imizing value. Data consistently shows that homes 
that are decluttered, well-maintained, and cosmeti-
cally updated tend to sell closer to list price, with 
fewer days on the market. Eastgate has long been 
one of the most sought-after neighborhoods in the 
City of Grand Rapids, supported by strong buyer 
demand and stable property values, and thereôs no 
indication that this trend will change in 2026. If you 
have questions about current market conditions or 
would like insight specific to your property, feel free 
to reach out. 

Kelley Rahilly has lived in the Eastgate Neighborhood for 

24 years. She is an Associate Broker at RE/MAX of 

Grand Rapids. You can reach her at 616-706-6439 or 

kelleyrahilly@gmail.com *All data and statistics are 

based on information from GRAR (Greater Regional Alli-

ance of Realtors). The condo sale was not included in the 

sales price analysis. 

Real Estate Report  

*The average sale price for single family homes 
was $385,876. 
*The median sale price for single family homes 
was $382,450. 
**The condo sales were not used in the above 
calculations. 
  
*13 homes sold above the list price. 
*6 homes sold at list price. 
*10 homes sold below list price. 
*3 homes had a price reduction before accepting 
an offer. 
**The condo sales were not used in the above 
calculations. 
  
*3 condos sold between $625,000 - $735,000. 
*2 homes sold between $461,00 - $480,000. 
*2 homes sold between $441,000 - $460,000. 
*3 homes sold between $421,000 - $440,000. 
*6 homes sold between $401,000 - $420,000. 
*3 homes sold between $381,000 - $400,000. 
*6 homes sold between $361,000 - $380,000. 
*6 homes sold between $341,000 - $360,000. 
*1 home sold between $321,000 - $340,000. 
*2 homes sold between $300,000 - $320,000. 
*1 home sold under $300,000. 
  
*8 homes were cash financing. 
*3 condos were cash financing. 
*24 homes were conventional financing. 
  
*7 transactions included seller contributions to 
the buyerôs closing costs. 
  
*15 homes were 
listed with offer dead-
lines. 
*3 homes sold before 
hitting the market. 
*17 homes had an 
accepted offer within 
7 days on the market. 
*The average num-
ber of days on the 
market before the 
seller accepted an 
offer was 37. 
While the real estate 
market is influenced 
by many variables, 
current indicators 
point to 2026 remain-
ing a sellerôs market, 
largely due to the 
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нлмс ϷмттΣфрм 
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нлмф ϷннрΣнпт 

нлнл ϷнппΣнрн 

нлнм ϷнутΣосф 

нлнн ϷолсΣмур 

нлно ϷоомΣрсл 

нлнп ϷорпΣууо 

нлнр ϷоурΣутс 

     Neighbors are invited to participate in the 

events at Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed 

Church. The events run from 6-8pm 
 

Wednesday, July 15  

Bounce House Night  
 

Wednesday, August 11  

Critter Barn Night  
 

All are welcome to join for a fun-filled evening of 

outdoor entertainment and supper!  

Summer 

Events at  

Plymouth 

Heights 

mailto:kelleyrahilly@gmail.com
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     Beacon Hill at 

Eastgate invites 

all members of 

the community ï 

residents, fami-

lies, team mem-

bers, and neigh-

bors to enjoy mu-

sic and curated 

culinary delights 

during its Sum-

mer Celebration, 

an annual culinary showcase and appreciation 

event featuring hand-held bites prepared by our 

talented team of chefs. 

     The celebration will occur on the front lawn. 

Come enjoy new and old friends, lawn games and 

music! 

Summer Celebration at 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate! 

     The declining enrollment at Grand Rapids 

Public Schools will affect staff and faculty as the 

system considers cuts for the upcoming school 

year. 

     According to an April 14 MLIVE report, the dis-

trict enrolled 13,437 students in 2025-2026.  In 

2024-2025 the enrollment was 13,692, and the 

year before that it was 13,802 

     The article reports that 47 teachers may be 

displaced.  

     The school district is also considering options 

to repurpose two former school buildings. It is al-

so searching for a new superintendent as Dr. 

Leadriane Roby will step away from Grand Rap-

ids Public Schools at the end of the next school 

year.  

 

 

Enrollment Decline         

at GRPS 

Thursday, August 6 from 5:30 to 8:00 PM  



È![H ȮȮ 

Site Cleared for Carwash 

The city of East 

Grand Rapids is 

re-working its 

Boston Street 

water main that 

was installed in 

1929. Crews 

have installed a 

temporary main 

above ground 

and access pits in the street. The project should 

be completed in August.  

The gas pumps remain at the Mobile Station, but an 

excavator stands where the building once was.

Pipes ñInstalled in 1929ò 

7:00 pm on the front lawn at Beacon Hill  

Wednesday, June 10: Whorled 

Wednesday, July 8: Lighting Matches 

Wednesday, August 12: Mexicuba 

     Youôre invited to the Beacon Hill 2026 annual 

summer concert series, Concerts on the Green! 

Bring your favorite lawn chair or picnic blanket, 

soak up the tunes of some of Grand Rapidsô favor-

ite local musicians, and make some memories.    

     Grab dinner from the Traveling Plate foot truck 

from 5:30 - 8:00 PM. 

 

Concerts  begins at 7:00 PM 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate, Front Lawn 

1919 Boston Street SE 

Free Community        

Concerts at Beacon Hill 

Chipotle Coming  

to Former Rite-Aid 

Kent Countyôs seventh Chipotle restaurant is 

coming to the former Rite-Aid site on the cor-

ner of Burton and Breton. The restaurant will 

occupy about one quarter of the total space 

and will have a drive-thru. One source says 

that it opened June 2! 


