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ENA board meetings 

2024 
 

The Eastgate Neighbor-

hood board meetings are 

open to all neighbors.  
 

Please email us at         

contact@eastgatena.com 

prior to the meeting and we 

will let you know where the 

specific meeting will be 

held.  

Meeting Dates: 

September  21 & 

October 26 Annual Meeting 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Fifth Reformed Church is hosting a family Easter 

egg hunt on April 19. See page 11 for details 

Eastgate Paper Shredding  
 

Michigan First Credit Union will bring in the shredder 

on April 19. See page 7 for details. 

Welcome to the 24 new homeowners in Eastgate! 

The 2024 real estate market proved to be similar to past years with 

limited inventory, higher than predicted interest rates, and strong 

buyer demand. While the average sale price in the Greater Grand 

Rapids area increased approximately 6.4% in 2024; the total sales 

volume was down almost 20% from typical volume and the days 

on the market increased to an average of 23. 

Interesting facts about the 2024 real estate market in Eastgate: 
 
¶ 23 single family homes sold in 2024. 
¶ 1 Breton Hamlet condo sold in 2024. 
 
¶ The high sale price for single family homes was $480,000. 
¶ The low sale price for single family homes was $270,000. 

For more than a dozen 

years, Eastgate neigh-

bor Kelley Rahilly has 

provided an annual real 

estate report for the 

neighborhood. Kelley is 

a former board member 

of the Eastgate Neigh-

borhood Association. Her 

contact information is at 

the conclusion of this arti-

cle.  

Real Estate Report of 2024 ENA board meetings 
2025 

The Eastgate Neighbor-
hood meetings are open to 
all neighbors.  

Please email us at         
contact@eastgatena.com 
prior to the meeting and we 
will let you know where the 
specific meeting will be 
held.  

Meeting Dates: 

May 15 
July 17 
September  18 
October 16 Annual Meeting 

Continued on page 4 
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Annual Meeting Report 
The ENA bylaws dictate that an  

annual meeting must be held in October 

     The ENA held its annual meeting on October 26.   

     President Jim Rauwerda was unable to attend 

due to a family responsibility, so Treasurer Chris 

Burri presided. 

 

M  P :  

G  R  P   C  P  D . 

 

     Captain Jana Forner of the GRPD indicated that 

crime rates in the neighborhood have not changed 

significantly and that Eastgate continues to have a 

low incidence of crime.  

     Howev-

er, neigh-

bors are 

encour-

aged to 

lock their 

car doors. 

Young 

thieves 

who break 

into cars 

rarely 

smash windows.  More often they walk up and 

down streets looking for unlocked cars to ransack.  

     The cityôs senior planner, Elizabeth Zeller of-

fered some comments about the development pro-

jects slated for the Eastgate area, including the 

carwash at Burton and Breton and the veterinary 

plans for the former Chase Bank site.   
 

 P   Tô R :  

I   F  H 

 

     President Jim Rauwerda offered his report via 

video, indicating that the ENA is experiencing the 

benefits of a variety of neighborhood activities as 

well as the benefits of developmentðfrom the Bre-

ton Hamlet Project to the Beacon Hill expansion.  

     Treasurer Chris Burri provided the financial re-

port, again indicating that our financial status is 

healthy. The Association has a $3000 rainy day 

fund.   
 

G  N  A   

P   M  W 

 

     Treasurer Chris Burri presented ENA board 

member Megan Wolenberg with the Good Neigh-

bor Award.  

     In his presentation, Jim said, ñMegan is a worthy 

candidate for this awardðan award that is not giv-

en every year. Itôs an award that someone earns. 

Megan has definitely earned it.ò 

     The Good Neighbor Award is offered when a 

neighbor is worthy of recognition for service to the 

neighborhood that is exemplary. It was last award-

ed 2 years ago.   
 

B  M  E  

 

     The neighbors also re-elected five incumbent 

board member candidates whose terms will expire 

in 2026. Board members re-elected were Jim Rau-

werda, Sloth I, Cathie Higgins, Steph Ford, and 

Megan Wolenberg. Prior to the annual meeting, the 

ENA board appointed Chris Burri to a one-year 

term in order to keep the election schedule even.       

     After the meeting the board elected Jim Rau-

werda as president, Kris Stott as vice president, 

Sloth I as secretary, and Chris Burri as treasurer.       
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From the President 

9ŀŎƘ hŶŎŜ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘƭȅ hǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ hǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ 

Hi Neighbors, 
 

     One issue that arose at our 

ENA board meeting was the need 

for new frames for the neighbor-

hood garage sale signs. Some of 

them were bent or broken. 

     With that need came the ques-

tion: do neighbors even want a gar-

age sale weekend? With the imme-

diacy of Facebook Marketplace 

and the plethora of donation centers, itôs a fair question. 

     In late May ENA board members typically pepper the 

neighborhood with signs advertising a ñneighborhood 

garage sale,ò and at any one time there may be less 

than a handful of sales. Still, if neighbors want to have 

sales and want a coordinated weekend, we are happy 

to host it.  

     Through our ENA Facebook page, we asked you, 

the neighbors. At the time of this writing the responses 

were mixed and limited, although the majority of the 

small sample who responded seemed okay with sunset-

ting the neighborhood event.  

     The board is still weighing the matter. Garage sales 

will always exist in the neighborhood; However, if a 

ñneighborhood saleò has passed its efficacy, then itôs 

time to move on and try something new.  

     If you have questions or comments, please visit the 

ENA Facebook page. We would love to hear from you.  

                   

   We live in a great place.   

   Jim Rauwerda, 

   ENA President          

a-C тΥолŀƳ-сǇƳ 
{ уŀƳ-рǇƳ 

OTTAWA HILLS BRANCH LIBRARY HOURS 

T 10 - 6      W 12 - 8      Th-Sat 10 - 6 

Located on the corner of Giddings and Hall 

Regarding Garage Sale Weekend 
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{ǘƻǊŜ IƻǳǊǎΥ 
ÑƨĲƚĬċǃ-ÑőƨƖƚĬċǃШ

ΝΜ-Ρ 
[ƖŔĬċǃШΝΜ-Σ 
ÉċƣƨƖĬċǃШΝΜ-Ρ 
9ũŸƚĲĬШÉƨŰĬċǃШѼШ
~ŸŰĬċǃ 

  

{ƘƻǇ ƻǳǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎǘƻǊŜ ŀǘ 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƎƭƻōŀƭƎƛƊǎƎǊΦŎƻƳκ 

смс-нпр-нррр 
  

  

ΞΜӖШŸǭШŸŰĲШŔƣĲůШƽŔƣőШƣőŔƚШ
ĦŸƨƓŸŰ 

 ŸƣШƻċũŔĬШƽŔƣőШŸƣőĲƖШŸǭĲƖƚШŸƖШĬŔƚĦŸƨŰƣƚ 
EǂƓŔƖĲƚШΠоΟΜоΞΜΞΡ 

  
]x§7 xШ]f[ÑÉШ§[Ш]Å  ?ШÅ Âf?É 

¶ The average sale price for single family homes 
was $354,883.  

¶ The median sale price for single family homes 
was $350,000. 

 
¶ 11 homes sold above the list price. 
¶ 3 homes sold at list price. 
¶ 9 homes sold below list price.  

Real Estate  
Continued from Page 1 

¶ 7 homes had a price reduction before accepting 
an offer.  

 
¶ 1 home and 1 condo sold between $480,000 - 
$620,000. 

¶ 1 home sold between $401,000 - $410,000. 
¶ 2 homes sold between $381,000 - $400,000. 
¶ 5 homes sold between $361,000 - $380,000. 
¶ 6 homes sold between $341,000 - $360,000. 
¶ 5 homes sold between $321,000 - $340,000. 
¶ 2 homes sold between $300,000 - $320,000. 
¶ 1 home sold under $300,000.  
 
¶ 5 homes were cash financing.  
¶ 18 homes were conventional financing. 
¶ 1 home was VA financing. 
 
¶ 3 transactions included seller contributions to the 
buyerôs closing costs.  

 
¶ 7 homes were listed with offer deadlines. 
¶ 1 home sold before it hit the market. 
¶ 13 homes had an accepted offer within 7 days on 
the market.  

¶ The average number of days on the market be-
fore the seller accepted an offer was 11. 

 
Market experts predict 
2025 to show a 7-8% in-
crease in sales activity, 
stable interest rates with a 
possibility of dropping to 
around 6% by summer, 
and a more typical 4% in-
crease in property values. 
However, real estate is 
highly local and the proper-
ty condition, renovations, 
and community all play a 
role in determining a prop-
ertyôs value. The Eastgate 
Neighborhood is very     
desirable so it will be inter-
esting to see if our neigh-
borhood follows the overall 
prediction for the Greater 
Grand Rapids area. If you have specific questions 
about the market or your propertyé.feel free to 
reach out!  
 
Kelley Rahilly has lived in the Eastgate Neighbor-
hood for 23 years. She is an Associate Broker at RE/
MAX of Grand Rapids. You can reach her at 616-706
-6439 or kelleyrahilly@gmail.com All data and statis-
tics are based on information from GRAR (Greater 
Regional Alliance of Realtors). The condo sale was 
not included in the sales price analysis. 

  !ǾƎ {ŀƭŜ tǊƛŎŜ 

нлмм ϷмлтΣууф 

нлмн ϷмлсΣрмф 

нлмо ϷмолΣтфм 

нлмп ϷморΣммо 

нлмр ϷмрнΣптп 

нлмс ϷмттΣфрм 

нлмт ϷмусΣпст 

нлму ϷнмрΣммн 

нлмф ϷннрΣнпт 

нлнл ϷнппΣнрн 

нлнм ϷнутΣосф 

нлнн ϷолсΣмур 

нлно ϷоомΣрсл 

нлнп ϷорпΣууо 

https://www.globalgiftsgr.com/
mailto:kelleyrahilly@gmail.com


 

BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 
2003 Burton St. S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
(616) 245-9830 

 

Men  23     Kids            17 
Ladies 30     Wax            10 
Shave 30     Beard Trim   8 
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±ŀƴŘŜƴ .ƻǳǘ 
[ŀǿƴ ϧ {ƴƻǿΣ LƴŎΦ 

 

 

Y9b ±!b59b .h¦¢         нсот мллǘƘ {ǘΦ {9  
/ŀƭŜŘƻƴƛŀΣ aL          смсΦпотΦтфут 

ǎƴƻǿ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎΚ 
/ŀƭƭ YŜƴΥ смсΦпотΦтфут 

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ƛƴ  
¶ hƴŜ ǝƳŜ ǎƴƻǿ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ 
¶ DǳǧŜǊ ϧ ŜŀǾŜǎǘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ 
¶ /ƛǘȅ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪ ǎƴƻǿ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘǊƛǾŜǿŀȅ Ŏƻƴπ
ǘǊŀŎǘ 

¶ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ȅŀǊŘ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇ 

Four City Ordinances  

reminders for all of us 

1. Motorists must stop at crosswalks 

for pedestrians 

2. Keep all pets on a leash and clean 

up after them 

3. Donôt blow snow or yard waste into 

the street 

4. Property owners must clear side-

walks 24 hours after a snow event 

ENA Crime 

We cannot give more up-to-date infor-

mation than Crimemapping.com. The site 

is intuitive, where you click on our city, 

then our neighborhood, then our streets.  

Check it out! 

ττ±ìěìġ /ėìāÙāÁĔĔìĂäΦÏĈāττ 

 

Help Keep our Recycling Free!  
 

    The Recycle Center is overwhelmed with 

items it  cannot take. These go to the landfill at 

an added expense. Greasy pizza boxes are 

cardboard, but they cannot be recycled. Neither 

can Styrofoam of any kindðincluding egg car-

tons and packing pieces. Please do not add to 

the problem.  
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.ǊƛŜƴ YΦ 5Ŝǿǎ 
!²/L /ŜǊǝŬŜŘ  
/ƭƻŎƪƳŀƪŜǊ 

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ƴǝǉǳŜ /ƭƻŎƪǎ 
CŀŎǘƻǊȅ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ  
IƻǿŀǊŘ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ {ƭƛƎƘ ϧ hǘƘŜǊǎ 
IƻǳǊǎ ōȅ !ǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ 

όсмсύусо-¢La9 όупсоύ 

Sunday service at 10:00am 

1800 Plymouth Ave. 

www.phcrc.org 

243-5638 

Equipping disciples to become neighborsé  

...inviting neighbors to become disciples. 

Free Community Concerts Return to Beacon Hill 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate is inviting community members of all 

ages to enjoy a lineup of local musicians and creative meals 

during its 9th annual Concerts on the Green series. 

 

Made possible by the Beacon Hill Foundation, the concerts 

begin at 7 p.m. on the second Wednesday of the month July 

through September on the front lawn at Beacon Hill at Eastgate, 

1919 Boston St. SE. The concerts are free and open to the 

community. 

 

This year's lineup will be announced in the coming weeks.  

 

Beacon Hillôs food truck, The Traveling Plate, will offer a rotating 

menu of delicious meals and refreshments for purchase from 

5:30 PM ï 8:00 PM.  

Concerts on the Green:  
7:00 pm on the front lawn at Beacon Hill  

 

Wednesday, July 9  

Wednesday, August 13  

Wednesday, Sept 10 

Time to Think About the  

Community Garden  

     Interested in gardening 

but donôt have the space? 

Join some neighbors at 

the Fifth Reformed Church 

Community Gardens.   

     Spring is just around 

the corner...plan now. 

     Contact Greg Wilkins at Fifth Reformed church 

at gwilkins@fifthrc.org     

Space Available at Fifth Reformed Church 

Shredder Coming to  

Michigan First  

Credit Union: April 19 

     Michigan First Credit Union is again bringing 

in the paper shredder. The event will occur in 

the parking lot from 10am-noon on April 19. 

     MFCU is asking for a cash donation that will 

be given to a local charity.  

     The event is conveniently held the Saturday 

after tax day. 

     Thanks to Michigan First Credit Union for 

offering this service to the Eastgate neighbors! 

mailto:gwilkins@fifthrc.org
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Calendar of Events for the 

Eastgate Neighborhood 

Details about these calendar items can be 

found within the pages of this Gatewatch or on 

the ENA Facebook page 

MARCH 
 

March 20: ENA Board Meeting. 7pm 

 

APRIL 

 

Gatewatch Delivery 

April 19: Easter Egg Hunt at Fifth Reformed Church 

9:30 am 

 

April 19: Shred Day at Michigan First Credit Union 

from 10am-noon 

MAY 

 

May 15: ENA Board Meeting. 7pm 

 

JUNE 

 

May 15: ENA Board Meeting. 7pm 

 

JULY 

July 9: Concert on Greet at Beacon Hill at Eastgate 

at 7pm 

 

July 17: ENA Board Meeting. 7pm 

 

AUGUST 

 

August 13: Concert on Greet at Beacon Hill at East-

gate at 7pm 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 

September 10: Concert on Greet at Beacon Hill at 

Eastgate at 7pm 

 

September 18: ENA Board Meeting. 7pm 

 

OCTOBER 

 

October 16: ENA Annual Meeting. 7pm 

     The January 2025 We Are GR publication of the 

Grand Rapids Public Schools presented an adjust-

ed calendar for the changes in our local schools.  

     Alger Middle School is relocating to Ottawa Hills 

High School in the 2026-27 school year. Brookside 

Elementary on Madison will be relocating to the Al-

ger Middle School site in 2027-28.  

     Alger Middle School will remain empty during the 

2026 school year so the space can be converted to 

use by elementary students.  

     The article noted that Ottawa Hills High School 

and Alger Middle School are experiencing growth.  

     According to GRPS.org, the district increased its 

enrollment by 82 students last school year. In the 

last decade, however, the district has lost more than 

3,000 students.  

     The re-imagine GRPS website indicates that Mu-

lick Park Elementary School will undergo major ren-

ovations in 2030.  

      

Changes in Our Local 

Public Schools 

{ǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ [ŀǳǊŜƴ bŜǧŜ 

.ŀƪŜǊȅ !Ř 
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Adopt and Name a Storm 

Drain in Eastgate 

     In past years, this newsletter encouraged neigh-

bors to adopt a city drain. Yes, city residents can 

claim a drain, name a drain, and maintain a drain.   

     The city of Grand Rapids, in conjunction with the 

Lower Grand River Organization of Watersheds 

(LGROW), 

is offering 

the pro-

gram. 

Neighbors 

can find 

available 

storm drains 

by search-

ing ñadopt a 

drain Grand 

Rapidsò or 

visiting 

lgrow.org.  

     The website shows you everything you need to 

know to claim one. Youôll see the map that shows 

you exactly which drains have been claimed and 

what their names are. Conversely, youôll see which 

ones are available and how to provide a name. 

There is no registration or password needed...     

simply claim the drain! 

     Many Eastgate residents already keep the gut-

ters clear, so accept this as a fun naming challenge.  

Top 5 Eastgate Drain Names  
(in no order): 
 

¶ Storm Trooper 

¶ Squidward 

¶ I got 99 problems but a drain 

ainôt one of them 

¶ Gratey 

¶ Drains McGee 

Search ñadopt a drain Grand Rapidsò 

or visit Lgrow.org.  

Bobcat Bonnies  

Abruptly Closed 

     One of Breton Villageôs restaurants abruptly 

closed a few days before Christmas. On Decem-

ber 24 it posted on social media that it was relo-

cating downtown ñnext month.ò That relocation 

has yet to happen.   

     The restaurant opened in 2021 and is part of a 

chain based out of the Detroit area.  

 

 

LC ¸h¦ bh¢L/9 ¦b¦{¦![ .9I!±Lhw 
 

hǊ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ  
ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 

 

/![[ ¢I9a !¢ ¢I9  bhb-9a9wD9b/¸  tIhb9 b¦a.9wΥ 

смс-прс-оплл 
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смс-нпр-нооф 
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Site Cleared for Carwash 

and Convenience Store 

Itôs a Proven Crime Deterrent  

 

If We  

Lived In  

Lighthouses  

 
 

WE WOULDNôT HAVE TO  

TURN ON OUR HOUSE LIGHTS 
 

but we donôt... 

So Turn on Your House Lightsé 

     The former Sheldon Cleaners, Breton Auto 

Wash and the Mobil Gas Station have been 

razed and the site is being prepared for redevel-

opment.  

     The plan includes a new Tommyôs Car Wash 

as well as a new gas station/convenience store.  

The gas pumps remain at the Mobile Station, but an 

excavator stands where the building once was. 
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In and Around Eastgate 

Traffic signals getting attention at Burton 

and Breton in January. 

Trunk or Treat in Eastgate brought out 

some impressive characters, including 

the pirate pictured below and the Back 

to the Future characters above. Thanks 

again to Fifth Reformed Church for part-

nering with the ENA to make this hap-

pen. 

Another house under construction at 

Elinor Lane. 

Breton Road has new warning lights at two 

crosswalksðone by Breton Downs Elemen-

tary School and one by Breton Village. 

The sign at the Village Cone Shop: 

ñWe Open April 1.ò  See you there!  


