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     The sign in the front lawn of Beacon Hill invited neighbors to a 

community meeting at its auditorium. The purpose of the June 25 

meeting was to learn about the proposed building expansion.      

     The meeting included presentations from a consultant working 

with the city of Grand Rapids, Beacon Hill president and CEO Jeff 

Huegli, the landscape architect, and the general contractor.  

     The meeting was part of a partnership between Beacon Hill at 

Eastgate and Development with Us (DwUs), and is the first step in 

plans for campus expansion. DwUs is a program being piloted by 

the city of Grand Rapids. It is designed to facilitate meaningful en-

gagement between residents, neighborhood associations, and de-

velopers.  
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Beacon Hill at Eastgate  

Looking to Expand 

Mayoral Debate 

August 7 
 

See page 5 for details 

ENA board meetings 

2024 
 

The Eastgate Neighbor-

hood board meetings are 

open to all neighbors.  
 

Please email us at         

contact@eastgatena.com 

prior to the meeting and we 

will let you know where the 

specific meeting will be 

held.  

Meeting Dates: 

September  21 & 

October 26 Annual Meeting 

ðContinued on Page 10 
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Neighbors gather at the block party on Adams 

street last year. Streets, blocks, neighborhood get-

togethers...whatever they are called, neighbors 

can claim $150 in reimbursements for hosting 

Eastgate Doubles  

Reimbursement for  

Block Partiesé $150! 

     At its July 18 meeting, the Eastgate Neighbor-

hood Association board voted to increase reim-

bursement for block parties.     

     Previously, the ENA would reimburse blocks for 

up to $75 for parties, and would do so up to two 

times per year.  

     The board voted to reimburse blocks up to $150 

total for block parties held throughout the year.  

     Board Treasurer Chris Burri mentioned that the 

ENA is currently in a strong financial position, and 

we typically do not see much call for block party 

reimbursement. Hopefully this can increase.  

     The goal, of course, is for neighbors to get to-

gether, meet each other, and look out for one an-

other.  

     The term ñblockò was also discussed by the 

board, since not all neighborhood get-togethers are 

based on typical blocksðsome are smaller, and 

some incorporate intersections, with two (or more) 

streets. In the end, the board kept the term. 

     The board wants to utilize finances in a way that 

best benefits neighbors. Block parties are a high 

priority.   

     Block party information is located on the back 

cover of every newsletter. If you host a get-

together, please submit receipts to our ENA treas-

urer at 1919 Boston St. C-315 or electronically at 

treasurer@eastgatena.com. 

Rules: 

¶ Images must be take by the contestant 

¶ Images must be of or taken within the                         

Eastgate Neighborhood  

¶ Share your photos with us using #ENAPicturePerfect 

¶ Photo with the most likes wins $50 

¶ Contest ends August 7 
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From the President 

9ŀŎƘ hŶŎŜ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘƭȅ hǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ hǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ 

 

Hi Neighbors, 

 

     Summer is a busy time for the 

Eastgate Neighborhoodðso busy, 

in fact, that almost as soon as we 

write the newsletter, the events 

have passed by. 

     That may be true of this news-

letter, too.  

     On Wednesday, August 7, the Critter Barn will be 

visiting Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed Church 

and photos will be due for the Eastgate Photo Contest. 

The next day, on August 8, the neighborhood will have 

a summer celebration at Beacon Hill and on the same 

day Beacon Hill will be meeting with the Grand Rapids 

Planning Commission. Throw in some weekly food 

trucks and the annual Dumpster Day event on August 

10, and this is the busiest week of the ENA calendar.  

     As we look at all our activity it is also good to consid-

er that school will be starting very soon. This will in-

crease traffic and congestion on Burton, Breton, and 

Plymouth. Letôs be patient and safe as we wait for the 

crossing guards and the school traffic.  

     This increased school activity may slow us down, but 

it is an essential part of a healthy and vibrant communi-

ty.     

           We live in a great place.   

  Jim Rauwerda, 

  ENA President          

a-C тΥолŀƳ-сǇƳ 
{ уŀƳ-рǇƳ 
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Hungry Howieôs Pizza: 

Closed 

What Was... 

What is... 

     The sign on the door at Hungry Howieôs Pizza 

reads, ñThis location has permanently closed. We 

will be relocating to Eastown this fall.ò 

     Hungry Howieôs was located adjacent to a va-

cant store front that was formerly Rainbow Clean-

ers. That dry cleaners closed in December, 2020 

because it lost its lease.  

     Both retail locations are owned by CWD Real 

Estate Investment that owns and manages Breton 

Village.  

New Car Wash to Replace 

Breton Auto Wash? 

     In April of this year, WOODTV reported that 

Tommyôs Express car wash was planning on open-

ing 40-50 new locations this year, with 15 of them 

being in Michigan.  

     It appears that one of those locations may be at 

Breton Village, at the site of the former Breton Auto 

Wash and the former Sheldon Cleaners. Breton 

Auto Wash closed earlier this year, and the former 

dry cleaners had been vacant since the spring of 

2021.  

     According to the city planning website, Tommyôs 

Express has begun exploring the possibilities of 

locating there.   

     Tommyôs Express was founded as Quality Car 

Wash in 1969 in Holland, Michigan. According to 

its website, it has 203 locations across the United 

States with another 88 ñopening soon.ò    

Former Chase Bank Site 

Has a New Plan 

The site of the former Breton Auto Wash and Sheldon 

Cleaners is being looked at by Tommyôs Express. The 

photo above is from 2018  

     Previously, the Gatewatch reported that the site 

of the former Chase Bank at 1935 Breton Road 

was being rezoned for an urgent care type of use.   

     Those plans have changed and the building pro-

ject at that site is at a standstill.  



 

BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 
2003 Burton St. S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
(616) 245-9830 
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±ŀƴŘŜƴ .ƻǳǘ 
[ŀǿƴ ϧ {ƴƻǿΣ LƴŎΦ 

 

 

Y9b ±!b59b .h¦¢         нсот мллǘƘ {ǘΦ {9  
/ŀƭŜŘƻƴƛŀΣ aL          смсΦспуΦтфут 

ǎƴƻǿ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎΚ 
/ŀƭƭ YŜƴΥ смсΦспуΦтфут 

¶ [ŀǿƴ aƻǿƛƴƎ 
¶ ¢ǊƛƳƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ tǊǳƴƛƴƎ 
¶ {ǇǊƛƴƎ /ƭŜŀƴ ¦Ǉ 
¶ 9ŀǾŜǎǘǊƻǳƎƘκDǳǧŜǊ 
/ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ Men  23     Kids            17 

Ladies 30     Wax            10 
Shave 30     Beard Trim   8 

     Mayoral candi-

dates Senita Le-

near and David 

LaGrand will be at 

the Community 

Auditorium at Bea-

con Hill at East-

gate on Thursday, 

September 12.  

     Candidates will introduce themselves, answer 

questions, and meet neighbors.  

     The election will be held on November 5. 

Meet the 

Mayoral Candidates 

Thursday, September 12 

Doors open at 7pm. Event begins at 7:30pm 
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     Beacon Hill at Eastgate Invites Residents, Families, 

and Neighbors to Join in the Annual Summer Celebra-

tion on August 8th 

     Beacon Hill at Eastgate invites all members of the 

community ï residents, families, team members, and 

neighbors to enjoy music and curated culinary delights 

during its Summer Celebration, an annual culinary 

showcase and appreciation event featuring hand-held 

bites prepared by its talented team of chefs. 

     The annual event, which has been a tradition for 

more than 50 years, will take place 5:30-8 p.m. Thurs-

day, Aug. 8, 2024 on the front lawn at Beacon Hill at 

Eastgate, 1919 Boston St. SE. Booths will line the park-

ing lot, inviting foodies to enjoy cuisine from Beacon Hill 

at Eastgateôs kitchens and gardens that includes every-

thing from global fusion and plant-based delights to 

bold flavors and gourmet comfort food. 

     Beacon Hillôs food truck, The Traveling Plate, will 

also be on-site serving dishes from its rotating menu as 

a part of several dining stations. The Traveling Plate 

serves dinner each Wednesday outside Beacon Hill, as 

well as at several community locations like Horrocks 

Market and Food Truck Fridays at First Merchants 

Bank. 

     ñThe Summer Celebration is one of our favorite 

ways of thanking our residents, their loved ones and 

the surrounding community for their support,ò Beacon 

Hill at Eastgate Marketing Director Ashley Edwards 

said. ñOur culinary team has prepared an incredible 

selection of dishes for this yearôs event ï and what bet-

ter way to come together with our neighbors than through carefully curated dishes made using ingredients 

grown in our own backyard.ò 

     Last yearôs event welcomed over 800 attendees. The event is open to the community, and food and bev-

erages are free.  

     This yearôs showcase will feature over a dozen handpicked dishes made from scratch by Beacon Hillôs 

award-winning chefs. Diners can expect to see both home-cooked classics and new, inventive dishes.  

     Beacon Hillôs Summer Celebration started in the 1970s as the Strawberry Festival, a fundraising event 

organized by the Womenôs Auxiliary of Michigan Christian Home, the name under which Beacon Hill at East-

gate was originally established. The Strawberry Festival raised thousands of dollars for the retirement com-

munity through the sale of homemade strawberry shortcake, sundaes and other treats. Since then, the 

Strawberry Festival has shifted to a culinary showcase paid for by Beacon Hill to thank its residents, their 

loved ones and the community for their support. 

ñWhat started as a fundraiser organized by a small group of volunteers has blossomed into a community-

favorite tradition that has brought together new and old friends for evenings full of great food and entertain-

ment,ò Edwards said. ñDecades later, the Summer Celebration upholds the original eventôs mission of using 

exceptional, homemade food to build community and enrich the lives of our residents and neighbors.ò 

For the latest on the Annual Summer Celebration, visit Beacon Hillôs website: www.beaconhillgr.org/

summer24 

 

 

Annual Summer Celebration Returns to Beacon Hill 
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смс-нпр-нооф 
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Eastgate Ranked #1 

     Our own Eastgate Neighborhood has been 

ranked as the best place to live in Grand Rapids. 

Eastgate is followed by 

Eastown in second place, 

and Fulton Heights in third. 

In addition, it is also rated as 

the best neighborhood to 

buy a house and raise a 

family.  

     The rankings are accord-

ing to Niche.com, a software 

solutions company with robust national rankings for 

neighborhoods and school districts alike.  

     Niche.com cites the appeals of high home own-

ership rates and the unique urban and suburban 

feel to Eastgate.  

#1 Best Neighborhoods to Live in 

Grand Rapids 

Plymouth Heights Chris-
tian Reformed Church 
has continued the tradi-
tion of bringing the farm 
animals to the neighbor-
hood. Bunnies, goats, 
sheep, and chicks will all 
be on hand.  

 

The church will be host-
ing one more Summer 
Community Night from 6-8pm pm August 7. Visit 
www.phcrc.org/outreach for more information.  
Dinner provided while supplies last. Join the fun! 

 

August 7 

Critter Barn and Walking Tacos  
 

Plymouth Heights is located at 1800 Plymouth 

Come See the Critters! 

     Across from D&W on Breton Road is a new 

housing development. It is an eight-house project in 

East Grand Rapids called Elinor Lane.  

     Construction on the first house began this 

spring. According to realtor.com, it has four bed-

rooms, 3.5 baths, and is being listed for 

$1,225,000.  

New House Listed  

on Elinor Lane 

http://www.phcrc.org/outreach
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Calendar of Events for the 

Eastgate Neighborhood 

Details about these calendar items can be found within 

the pages of this Gatewatch or in future issues. 

AUGUST 

 

August 7: 6-8pm. Critter Barn Visits Plymouth 

Heights Christian Reformed Church. Walking Tacos.  

 

August 8: 5-8pm. Annual Summer Celebration at 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate 

 

August 10: 8am-11:30(ish). Dumpster Day at Fifth 

Reformed Church. Event ends when dumpsters are 

full 

 

August 14: 5 - 6:30pm. Hot Dog Wednesdays    

hosted by Fifth Reformed Church 

 

August 14: Concert on the Green hosted by Beacon 

Hill at Eastgate. Edye Evans Hyde Trio 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 

September 11: 7pm. Concert on the Green hosted 

by Beacon Hill at Eastgate. John Nowak Trio  

 

September 19: 7pm. ENA Board meeting. Location 

to be determined 

 

OCTOBER 

 

October: Gatewatch Delivery  

 

October 24: ENA Annual Meeting at Fifth Reformed 

Church. Free Andreaôs Pizza at 6:30pm. Meeting 

begins at 7pm. 

 

October 31: Trunk or Treat in partnership with Fifth 

Reformed Church 

SUMMER FOOD TRUCK SCHEDULE 
 

¶ Fridays 11am-2pm at First Merchantôs Bank 

¶ Wednesday 5-7pm at Beacon Hill at Eastgate 

Beacon Hill Expansion  
Continued from Page 1 

     According to the DwUs Plan, ñBeacon Hill is 

proposing to amend the existing Planned Redevel-

opment District (PRD) to rebuild independent living 

and assisted living facilities, additional parking and 

community coffee shop, enhance memory care 

unit, and provide outdoor activity space.ò    

     These new residences and amenities will en-

hance Beacon Hillôs ability to enrich the lives of 

more seniors in the community.  

     The development plan is focused on the south 

and west areas of the campus, the section along 

Boston and Plymouth.  

     Ultimately, the project calls for replacing the 

assisted living facilities. This is the original building 

at 1845 Boston that is more than 60 years old. It 

was constructed with the intent that some resi-

dents would have shared rooms and shared facili-

ties. This model is outdated, and while the building 

has been updated over the years, the new facility 

will be tailored specifically to meet the needs of 

those residents needing more assistance.    

     At the meeting, questions arose regarding traf-

fic, lighting, and construction noise. Neighbors 

were then able to examine some of the proposed 

plans and ask specific questions to individual pre-

senters.  

     A public hearing will take place to address Bea-

con Hillôs need for the rezoning of three parcels. 

The hearing will be held on August 8 at 1pm at 

300 Monroe NW on the 9th floor.  

     Stay tuned for further updates in the coming 

months. 
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.ǊƛŜƴ YΦ 5Ŝǿǎ 
!²/L /ŜǊǝŬŜŘ  
/ƭƻŎƪƳŀƪŜǊ 

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ƴǝǉǳŜ /ƭƻŎƪǎ 
CŀŎǘƻǊȅ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ  
IƻǿŀǊŘ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ {ƭƛƎƘ ϧ hǘƘŜǊǎ 
IƻǳǊǎ ōȅ !ǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ 

όсмсύусо-¢La9 όупсоύ 

Sunday service at 10:00am 

1800 Plymouth Ave. 

www.phcrc.org 

243-5638 

Equipping disciples to become neighborsé  

...inviting neighbors to become disciples. 


