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Details to come in the next issue of the Gatewatch. 

 
         

 

     The Eastgate Neighborhood Association will host its annual 

garage sale weekend from Thursday, May 30, through Saturday, 

June 1.  

     The ENA will post signs advertising the event, but neighbors 

are encouraged to direct traffic to individual sales.  

     Obviously, more sales mean more traffic. 

     So, host a sale, clean out the house, make some money, and 

meet a few neighbors. There is no downside to this! 
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Garage Sale Weekend  

Coming to Eastgate  

ENAôs Full Calendar  
 

See page 10 for dates and times of everything from 

the annual summer celebration at Beacon Hill to the 

ice cream social at Fifth Reformed Church. 

Thursday-Saturday May 30-June 1 

ENA board meetings 

2024 
 

The Eastgate Neighbor-

hood board meetings are 

open to all neighbors.  
 

Please email us at         

contact@eastgatena.com 

prior to the meeting and we 

will let you know where the 

specific meeting will be 

held.  

Meeting Dates: 

July 20, September  21, & 

October 26 Annual Meeting 
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Bing Goei was selected by the city commission to 

fill out a vacant term. He is a resident at Beacon 

Hill at Eastgate.  

Eastgate Neighbor is the  

New City Commissioner 

     Eastgate is now represented in the city commis-

sion by an Eastgate neighbor. On March 19 the 

Grand Rapids City Commission unanimously select-

ed and appointed Bing Siong Goei to fill the Third 

Ward Commissioner position left vacant by the res-

ignation of Commissioner Nathaniel Moody.  

     Goei will serve out the remaining eight months of 

the Third Ward commissioner positionôs unexpired 

term. The City Commission will formally affirm the 

appointment and swear in Goei at their City Com-

mission at their 7:00 p.m. March 19 evening meet-

ing. 

      Goei, a 64-year Grand Rapids resident, is the 

first Asian American to serve on the Grand Rapids 

City Commission. He is a small business entrepre-

neur and owner of two Grand Rapids businesses ï 

Eastern Floral and the Goei Center. 

      In his application for appointment, Commissioner 

Goei wrote, ñI am blessed to be at a stage in my life 

which will allow me to provide the necessary time to 

listen to and serve the residents of the Third Ward. It 

will be an honor and a privilege to represent the 

Third Ward. 

     This information comes from an email sent by the 

Grand Rapids Director of Communications, David 

Green.  

     Since that email was sent, Commissioner Goei 

announced that he intends to run for re-election 

once his appointed term expires.   

     Mulick Park will again be the site of free ñbasic 

yoga classes.ò The event will be from 6-6:45pm on 

Monday evenings. No need to registerðdrop ins 

are welcome! Bring a towel or mat and join us! 

     The description from the Grand Rapids Parks 

Department: ñDiscover your inner yogi in a class 

that builds strength and body awareness. Begin 

with gentle stretching and move to flowing through 

and holding poses. Class will come to a restful 

end.ò  

Free Yoga at Mulick Park 

This Summer! 

From 6-6:45pm on Mondays 
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From the President 

9ŀŎƘ hŶŎŜ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘƭȅ hǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ hǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ 

 

Hi Neighbors, 

 

     The Eastgate Neighborhood con-

tinues to be an active place!  

 

     I find it remarkable that this sum-

mer we can walk to so many events 

and activities. There are hot dogs at 

Fifth Reformed Church, a bounce-

house-party at Plymouth Heights 

Christian Reformed Church, and summer concerts at 

Beacon Hill. In addition, ñFood Truck Fridaysò is returning 

to First Merchants Bank. 

 

     With a short walk outside of our neighborhood we can 

visit Mulick Park for yoga or story time or a splashpad. 

And, we can visit the Fourth of July events at Collins 

Parkðincluding a water ski show.  

 

     The neighborhood is again hosting a garage sale 

weekend, and the annual Eastgate Photo Contest is 

coming to Facebook.  

 

     There are even more events and details listed in this 

newsletter.  

 

     Itôs easy to get swept up in the activities of summer, 

but letôs not forget our neighbors. As always, the ENA is 

encouraging block parties. We offer $75 reimbursement 

for neighbors to get together, and anything is possible. 

The ENAôs goal is to foster community, and what better 

way than for neighbors to gather and socialize? Make it a 

goal. See page 4 in this newsletter for all the information 

you may need.  

 

     Have a great summer! 

 

  We live in a great place. 

       Jim Rauwerda, ENA President          

a-C тΥолŀƳ-сǇƳ 
{ уŀƳ-рǇƳ 
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  !ǾƎ {ŀƭŜ tǊƛŎŜ 

нлмм ϷмлтΣууф 

нлмн ϷмлсΣрмф 

нлмо ϷмолΣтфм 

нлмп ϷморΣммо 

нлмр ϷмрнΣптп 

нлмс ϷмттΣфрм 

нлмт ϷмусΣпст 

нлму ϷнмрΣммн 

нлмф ϷннрΣнпт 

нлнл ϷнппΣнрн 

нлнм ϷнутΣосф 

нлнн ϷолсΣмур 

нлно ϷоомΣрсл 

ENA Real Estate  

Continued from page 1 

Kelley Rahilly has lived in the 

Eastgate Neighborhood for 

20+ years. She is an Associ-

ate Broker at RE/MAX of 

Grand Rapids. You can reach 

her at 616-706-6439 or  

kelleyrahilly@gmail.com. 

 

     The former Eastminster Presbyterian Church 

property was purchased by the Matu Christian 

Church of Grand Rapids. The congregation is from 

the Chin State of Myanmar; most of its members 

have come to the United States as refugees and 

the native language they speak is Matu.  

     They say that they are so happy to be at this 

beautiful building and have been praying for a 

church building for several years and God an-

swered their prayers.  

     On Jan 21st, the Eastminster and Matu Congre-

gations worshipped together. Eastminster elders 

and deacons, including Eastgate neighbor and el-

der, Megan Wolenberg, offered special prayer 

blessings for the Matu congregation.  

     Please extend a warm welcome to our new 

neighbors! 

Welcome Matu Christian 

Church of Grand Rapids 

Members of the former Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church worship with the new members of Matu 

Christian Church. 

mailto:kelleyrahilly@gmail.com
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     A notice posted on Facebook on May 2: After 52 

years of service to the community, we have made 

the difficult decision to close and sell the business.  

     Our last day of business will be Friday, May 17th 

We have many people who have become loyal cus-

tomers over the years, and we thank them sincerely.  

     If you have unused wash tickets, please contact 

us at bretonautowash1@gmail.com. 

     We wish everyone well and thank you for your 

patronage.  

A real estate photo dated May 25, 1979. 

Courtesy of the Grand Rapids Public Library. 

Adding a third stall for detailing. Photo from 

December of 2014. 

Breton Auto Wash as it looks today.  

Breton Auto Wash  

is Closing 
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          There are 15 splashpads throughout the City 

of Grand Rapids, and one of them is located at 

nearby Mulick Park. Hours are 10am-9pm daily, 

June 7 through September 8, 2024. All city splash 

pads are free.  

Splash Pad at Mulick Park 

Opens June 7 

     Eastminster Preschool has been an Eastgate 

mainstay since before the Eastgate neighborhood 

association existed. This year marks the preschoolôs 

50th year, and neighbors were invited to join in a 

celebration on May 18. 

     This celebra-

tion will also serve 

as a ñsend offò and 

will mark a new 

chapter in the 

schoolôs history.  

     The preschool began as an offshoot of the East-

minster Presbyterian Church; however, the church 

closed in January and is now occupied by Mantu 

Christian Church. With these changes, the pre-

school is ñcelebrating a new beginningò with a new 

name, a new logo, and a new location. It will be re-

locating to Shawnee Park Christian Reformed 

Church.  

     Eastminster Preschool has had a longstanding 

relationship with the Eastgate Neighborhood Asso-

ciation. In fact, when this newsletter began offering 

advertisements, the preschool was one of the first to 

join.   

     The ENA like to thank Eastminster Preschool for 

its years of support.  

Eastminster Preschool  

Relocating to Shawnee 

It will be renamed East Village Preschool  

Bikes and trikes line the parking lot of Eastminster Pre-

school. It was one of the first preschools in the city.   

нлно-нлнп 

The iconic Eastminster playground structure has 

been a landmark facing the 1700 block of Chamber-

lain for decades. 

¶ Prescription medications can be dropped off at 

the City of East Grand Rapids. Enter the com-

munity center near the flag pole. 

¶ Plastic grocery bags can be recycled at D&W. 

¶ Batteries can be recycled at most big-box home 

improvement centers. 

Recycling Items that Canôt 

Go in The Bin... 
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смс-нпр-нооф 
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