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ENA Board News 

 
     In November, the ENA 

board appointed Kyle Ni-

cholson to fill a seat that 

was left open at the annual 

meeting. 

     At its January meeting 

the board welcomed Kyle, 

approved its budget, and 

finalized the garage sale 

dates.  

         

 

Garage Sale Weekend: 
May 30 - June 1 

 

The garage sales are coming back in 2024. 

Welcome to the 29 new homeowners in Eastgate! 

 
The 2023 real estate market was a challenge. Most experts pre-

dicted mortgage interest rates would decline in 2023. The opposite 

happened and by November, rates were in the mid 7% range. The 

rise in interest rates gave buyers and sellers pause. Since many 
homeowners refinanced when rates were in the low 3% range, 

there was very little incentive for them to consider selling. Between 

the higher interest rates, low inventory, and home price apprecia-

tion many buyers were priced out of the market and were forced to 
adjust their expectations.  

The average sale price in the Greater Grand Rapids area in-

creased 5.7% in 2023. However, total sales were down 15% and 

the days on the market increased to an average of 21.  
Interesting facts about the 2023 Eastgate real estate market: 
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ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ п 

For more than a dozen 

years, Eastgate neigh-

bor Kelley Rahilly has 

provided an annual real 

estate report for the 

neighborhood. Kelley is 

a former board member 

of the Eastgate Neigh-

borhood Association. Her 

contact information is at 

the conclusion of this arti-

cle.  

Real Estate Report 2023 



È![H ȯ 

In her community safety report, Officer Cathy 

Williams noted,  ñYou live in a little slice of    

heavenò 

     The Eastgate Neighborhood Association hosted 

its annual meeting on October 26 at Beacon Hill at 

Eastgateôs auditorium. As in the past, the ENA 

board provided free Andreaôs pizza for all attendees 

prior to the meeting.  

     ENA board president Jim Rauwerda provided his 

presidentôs report and ENA board treasurer Chris 

Burri provided his financial report. Both reports 

were positive and reflected a healthy and vibrant 

neighborhood.  

     Officer Cathy Williams provided a neighborhood 

crime update. She noted that Eastgate sees rela-

tively little crime compared to other places in the 

city. She encouraged neighbors to continue to be 

vigilant, to lock their doors and to keep their outside 

lights on.  

     The attendees also heard a presentation from 

the Grand Rapids Planning Department, specifically 

encouraging neighbors to be part of the process for 

developing the cityôs master plan.  

     There was one open seat on the board this year 

as board member Ian Tazelaar moved out of the 

neighborhood. When no one volunteered, board 

president said the board could operate with 9 mem-

bers instead of 10 and that the board could appoint 

a member when it finds one.  

     The ENA board now please to welcome Kyle 

Nicholson of Cornell Drive to fill the vacant seat. 

Welcome, Kyle! 

           

Eastgate Neighborhood 

Annual Meeting Recap 
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нлно-нлнп 

From the President 

9ŀŎƘ hŶŎŜ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘƭȅ hǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ hǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ 

 

Hi Neighbors, 
 

     To state the obvious, itôs a new 

season for the neighborhood associ-

ation.          

 

 Your ENA board has continues 

working to make our neighborhood 

the best it can be. We approved our 

budget and included financial reim-

bursements for block parties. We encourage all streets 

(or parts of streets) to get together through these events.  

 

The neighborhood board does not organize streets, so if 

you havenôt had a block party, you can organize one. In-

formation about block parties is on the back side of this 

newsletter.  

 

Also, I would like to thank all the people who help our 

neighborhood. Beacon Hill at Eastgate provided the ven-

ue for our annual meeting. Fifth Reformed Church pro-

vides garden space for neighbors. First Merchants Bank 

is brining in food trucks again this summer. This is only 

part of a much larger list, but many entities work hard for 

our ENA. 

 

Finally, I would also like to thank all the neighbors who 

go out of their way to be neighborly.  

      

       We live in a great place. 

       Jim Rauwerda, ENA President          

a-C уŀƳ-сǇƳ 
{ уŀƳ-рǇƳ 

The ENA reimburses up to $75 for block parties. 

Gather your neighbors for a chili cook off, an ice 

cream bar, or a pot luck. See the back page of this 

newsletter for details. 

Have a Spring Block Party! 
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*29 homes sold in 2023. 

 
Regarding Pricing: 

*The high sale price was 

$399,000. 

*The low sale price was 
$265,000. 

*The average sale price 

was $331,560.  

*The median sale price 
was $330,000. 

*16 homes sold above 

the list price. 

*4 homes sold at list 
price. 

*9 homes sold below list 

price.  

 
The Breakdown: 

*2 homes sold between $381,000 - 399,000. 

*3 homes sold between $361,000 - $380,000. 

*8 homes sold between $341,000 - $360,000. 
*4 homes sold between $321,000 - $340,000. 

*8 homes sold between $300,000 - $320,000. 

*4 homes sold under $300,000.  

 
*5 homes were cash financing. 

*23 homes were conventional financing. 

*1 home was FHA financing. 

 
*5 transactions included seller contributions to the 

buyerôs closing costs.  

 

Regarding Rapid Sales: 
*16 homes were listed with offer deadlines. 

*2 homes were sold before they hit the market. 

*22 homes had an accepted offer within 7 days on 

the market.  
*The average number of days on the market before 

the seller accepted an offer was 10. 

  !ǾƎ {ŀƭŜ tǊƛŎŜ 

нлмм ϷмлтΣууф 

нлмн ϷмлсΣрмф 

нлмо ϷмолΣтфм 

нлмп ϷморΣммо 

нлмр ϷмрнΣптп 

нлмс ϷмттΣфрм 

нлмт ϷмусΣпст 

нлму ϷнмрΣммн 

нлмф ϷннрΣнпт 

нлнл ϷнппΣнрн 

нлнм ϷнутΣосф 

нлнн ϷолсΣмур 

нлно ϷоомΣрсл 

ENA Real Estate  

Continued from page 1 

Kelley Rahilly has lived in the 

Eastgate Neighborhood for 

20+ years. She is an Associ-

ate Broker at RE/MAX of 

Grand Rapids. You can reach 

her at 616-706-6439 or  

kelleyrahilly@gmail.com. 

     The former Eastminster Presbyterian Church 

property was purchased by the Matu Christian 

Church of Grand Rapids. The congregation is from 

the Chin State of Myanmar; most of its members 

have come to the United States as refugees and 

the native language they speak is Matu.  

     They say that they are so happy to be at this 

beautiful building and have been praying for a 

church building for several years and God an-

swered their prayers.  

     On Jan 21st, the Eastminster and Matu Congre-

gations worshipped together. Eastminster elders 

and deacons, including Eastgate neighbor and el-

der, Megan Wolenberg, offered special prayer 

blessings for the Matu congregation.  

     Please extend a warm welcome to our new 

neighbors! 

Welcome Matu Christian 

Church of Grand Rapids 

Members of the former Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church worship with the new members of Matu 

Christian Church. 

mailto:kelleyrahilly@gmail.com
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Why YOU Should Be On The Eastgate Facebook Page: 
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ENA Calendar  

of Events  

March    

Gatewatch Delivery 

18 ENA Board Meeting. 7pm. Location to be 

determined 

23   Easter Egg Hunt at Fifth Reformed Church                                                

 9:30-10:30am 

 May 

Gatewatch Delivery  

30-June 1 Garage Sale Weekend 

July 

Gatewatch Delivery  

10   Summer Concert at Beacon Hill. 7pm 

16 ENA Board Meeting. 7pm. Location to be 

determined 

August 

10 Dumpster Day at Fifth Reformed Church. 

More details coming in the next Gatewatch 

14   Summer Concert at Beacon Hill. 7pm 

September 

11    Summer Concert at Beacon Hill. 7pm 

17    ENA Board Meeting   

October 

Gatewatch Delivery  

25 ENA Annual Meeting. 7pm. Location to be 

deter mined    

31   Trunk or Treat at Fifth Reformed Church 

December 

ENA Christmas Lights Contest on Facebook 

More events will fill this calendar as  

plans are finalized. Stay tuned!       Eastgate neighbor 

Geert Heetebrij teaches 

film and media at Calvin 

University. He is also a 

film writer.  

     One of his films, A 

Foreign Affair, premi-

ered at the Sundance 

Film Festival in 2003 

and had a worldwide 

distribution. It also got 

two thumbs up from 

Ebert and Roeper.        

     His most recent film 

is called The Manifesta-

tion, and a significant 

part of it was shot on 

location in and around 

Grand Rapidsðmuch of 

that in the Eastgate neighborhood.  

     Another connection to the neighborhood is through the pro-

duction company, Wolverine Films. Its website lists three 

Eastgate neighbors as partners in the company: Sid Jansma, 

Jr., Kelly James Clark, and Geert Heetebrij. It was the Jansma 

home that was used for the filmôs setting before it was torn 

down as part of the 2200 Griggs development.    

     The tagline for The Manifestation says it ñ...is a psycholog-

ical thriller that will keep you guessing until the very end. 

The film follows a desperate day trader who manifests a 

twin version of his wife to help him win trades only to dis-

cover she may have a much darker agenda.ò 

     This feature film will be released on streaming platforms in 

the US this March 19, starting with a 3-months online and ca-

ble video-on-demand window on many platforms. A wider 

worldwide rollout should follow later this year.  

 

Light Up & Lock Out 
turning on lights and locking doors  

are proven crime deterrents.  

Hollywood Comes to Eastgate! 

The Manifestation was written by an Eastgate neighbor 

Much of it was shot in Eastgate 
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смс-нпр-нооф 

Residents of Eastgate can drop off yard waste for 

free at the cityôs site located at 2001 Butterworth St. 

SW. It is open Mon-Sat from 7:30am - 4:30pm. 

However, those times can change and we encour-

age neighbors to check the cityôs website for       

specific opening and closing times.  

Free Yard Waste Drop Off 

Interested In Some  

Garden Space? 

     The Community Garden spaces at Beacon Hill 

and Fifth Reformed Church were tremendously 

popular last year.   

     The garden space at Beacon Hill is already com-

pletely full. However, there is still space available at 

Fifth Reformed Church.   

     Neighbors interested in securing a plot for this  

spring are encouraged to contact ENA board mem-

ber Greg Wilkins at gwilkins@fifthrc.org.     

Space is available at Fifth Reformed Church 
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.ǊƛŜƴ YΦ 5Ŝǿǎ 
!²/L /ŜǊǝŬŜŘ  
/ƭƻŎƪƳŀƪŜǊ 

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ƴǝǉǳŜ /ƭƻŎƪǎ 
CŀŎǘƻǊȅ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ  
IƻǿŀǊŘ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ {ƭƛƎƘ ϧ hǘƘŜǊǎ 
IƻǳǊǎ ōȅ !ǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ 

όсмсύусо-¢La9 όупсоύ 

Sunday service at 10:00am 

1800 Plymouth Ave. 

www.phcrc.org 

243-5638 

Equipping disciples to become neighborsé  

...inviting neighbors to become disciples. 

     The ENA board meetings are open to all neigh-

bors. The board meets bimonthly on the third 

Thursday in the months of March, May, July, and       

September.  

     The meetings occur at various locations. If you 

are interested in attending, please email us one 

week prior for the location details.  

ENA Board Meetings  

2024 

Help Keep our Recycling Free!  

    The Recycle Center is overwhelmed with items 

it  cannot take. These go to the landfill at an add-

ed expense. Greasy pizza boxes are cardboard, 

but they cannot be recycled. Neither can 

Styrofoam of any kindðincluding egg cartons and 

packing pieces. Please do not add to the problem.  

When in Doubt, 

Throw it Out 
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Eastgate Holiday Lights 

Contest Winner 

Shredder Coming to  

Michigan First  

Credit Union 

At the time of this printing, Michigan First Credit 

Union did not have the details finalized for its 

ñshred day.ò  Please watch the ENA Facebook 

page for updates.  

The winners of the 2023 ENA Holiday Lights com-

petition. The winning house is pictured and the priz-

es were awarded. Thanks to all who participated! 

 1. David Fouch $150  

 2. Harrison $125 

 3. Behm $75 

 4. Woleneberg $75 

 5. Wallin $75 

 6. Lamb $75  

 7. Swift $75 

! 



 

BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 
2003 Burton St. S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
(616) 245-9830 
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±ŀƴŘŜƴ .ƻǳǘ 
[ŀǿƴ ϧ {ƴƻǿΣ LƴŎΦ 

 

 

Y9b ±!b59b .h¦¢         нсот мллǘƘ {ǘΦ {9  
/ŀƭŜŘƻƴƛŀΣ aL          смсΦспуΦтфут 

ǎƴƻǿ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎΚ 
/ŀƭƭ YŜƴΥ смсΦспуΦтфут 

¶ [ŀǿƴ aƻǿƛƴƎ 
¶ ¢ǊƛƳƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ tǊǳƴƛƴƎ 
¶ {ǇǊƛƴƎ /ƭŜŀƴ ¦Ǉ 
¶ 9ŀǾŜǎǘǊƻǳƎƘκDǳǧŜǊ 
/ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ Men  23     Kids            17 

Ladies 30     Wax            10 
Shave 30     Beard Trim   8 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate 

Recognized Nationally 

     Beacon Hill at Eastgate was nationally recog-

nized on Newsweekôs 2024 list of Americaôs Best 

Continuing Care Retirement Communities as one of 

the 250 best in the country and #2 in Michigan.   

     Beacon Hill has hosted numerous neighborhood 

events, engaging the community with its annual 

community picnics, its summer concert series, its 

food truck, its willingness to host ENA events, and 

its community gardens.  

     Congratulations, Beacon Hill! 
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Parishioners Celebrate 75th Years of  

Immaculate Heart of Mary: 1949-2024 

     IHM Parish grew and prospered as more and 

more housing was built for the baby boomer gener-

ation. By 1958, the parish census had grown to 600 

families. Six years later, IHM School reached its 

peak enrollment of 535 pupils. Parishioners contin-

ued to respond to their faith communityôs ever-

increasing needs. A football field opened in ó63 

and, in 1966, the current church was built to re-

place the first, modest church which then served as 

a gymnasium. Major improvements since that time 

include the building of the Parish Center in 1981 

and a total school renovation in 1992. In all, thou-

sands have donated and raised millions of dollars 

to erect and maintain IHMôs campus structures. 

     At the same time, a flurry of ministries began: 

the Holy Name Society (Menôs Club), The Wom-

enôs Guild, the adult choir, bridge clubs, study 

groups, and the parish picnic were some of the 

first. In the 

years that 

followed, a 

tight-knit 

community 

grew to 

over 1,000 

families 

(1975) and 

was built 

by partici-

pation in 

Bible Study 

groups, the 

Adoration Chapel, the Parish Council, School 

Board, Capital Lunch, Home and School Associa-

tion, Killgoar Education Foundation, St. Vincent 

dePaul Society, scouting, funeral buffets, Athletic 

Boosters, bingo, golf leagues, and the Womenôs 

Guild Holiday Craft Show.    

     Participating in those activities and more have 

forged the bonds parishioners have shared for 

three-quarters of a century. Today, Immaculate 

Heart of Mary Parish continues to flourish as mem-

bers worship their God, support each other in times 

of need, lift each other up in prayer, and focus on 

the common good of its community. 

     Seventy-five years ago, in 1949, about 130 fami-

lies took on the daunting task of starting a new Cath-

olic parish. With land purchased on the corner of 

Burton St. and Plymouth Rd. by the neighboring par-

ishes of St. Stephen and St. Francis Xavier, Bishop 

Francis Haas invited the Oblates of Mary Immacu-

late to serve the parish. A loan of $25,000 financed 

a cinder-block church and rectory. Two years later, a 

four-room school and convent were erected and 

staffed by the Grand Rapids Dominican Sisters. The 

first ten years of Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM) 

Parish were highlighted by bake sales, raffles, bingo 

games, festivals and building drives to raise the nec-

essary funds. Those early parishioners had loads of 

energy and enthusiasm and didnôt shy away from 

hands-on tasks: the men did all the interior painting 

and the women sewed curtains for the rectory, 

school and convent. 

By Deb Moore, Parish Historian 

IHM Church c. 1949 

IHM school, convent, and church, c. 1953 

The church as it looks today 


