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Visit Us On Facebook 
 

Join the ENA 

See back page for details 

Or visit our website 

Annual Meeting: Oct 26 
 

The ENA Annual Meeting is being held at Beacon 

Hill at Eastgate. Free Pizza at 6:30 pm and the 

meeting begins at 7:00 pm. See page 2 for details. 

ENA Board News 
 

Are you interested in serv-
ing on the ENA board? At-
tend to the Annual Meeting 
on October 26 and let your 
name be nominated.  
 
The Eastgate Neighbor-
hood meetings are open to 
all neighbors.  
 
Please email us at         
contact@eastgatena.com 
prior to the meeting and we 
will let you know where that 
specific meeting will be 
held.  

Trunk or Treat! 
 

The Eastgate Neighborhood at Fifth Reformed 

Church will host its annual trunk or treat event. See 

page 6 for details. 

     Eastminster Presbyterian Church will hold its farewell service 

on November 19 at 4:00pm. Everyone is welcome to attend. The 

church has been an active part of the Eastgate Neighborhood 

since before much of the neighborhood existed.  

     Important questions remain: what will become of the church? 

And what will become of the preschool? Those answers are still 

being worked out but the congregationôs 
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Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church is Closing 
Its final service will be November 19 at 4pm 

ALL ARE INVITED 

ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ п 

tƭŀŎŜ IƻƭŘŜǊ 

The view of Eastminster Presbyterian Church from  

Orville Street with the flag flying.  
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     All Eastgate Neighbors are invited to the ENA 

annual meeting. The bylaws of the neighborhood 

dictate the board host a meeting for the residents 

each October. This year the meeting will be on Oc-

tober 26 at Beacon 

Hill at Eastgateôs audi-

torium at 7pm. The 

auditorium is located 

on the north of the 

campus.  

     As in the past, the ENA board will be providing 

free Andreaôs pizza for all attendees beginning at 

6:30pm.  

     There will be at least one open seat on the 

board this year as board member Ian Tazelaar has 

moved out of the neighborhood. If you are interest-

ed in being on the board, please attend the meet-

ing! 

      

Eastgate Neighborhood 

Annual Meeting 

The Grand Rapids Police Department and 

the City Planning Department will present 

At Beacon Hill at Eastgate 

6:30pm Free Andreaôs Pizza 

7pm Meeting 
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From the President 

9ŀŎƘ hŶŎŜ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘƭȅ hǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ hǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ 

 

Hi Neighbors, 
 

     Before we bundle up for winter, 

we should reflect on the wonderful 

summer we enjoyed: concerts and 

food trucks, block parties and 

bounce houses, garage sales, skate 

night, paper shredding, and a dump-

ster day. This fall we still have our 

pumpkin carving contest, a comedy 

show, trunk or treat events and our holiday lights contest. 

     Of course, the Eastgate Neighborhood Association is 

not solely responsible for these events. In fact, the 

churches and business who put them on deserve the 

credit. However, in working with others, the ENA is able 

to communicate and promote these activities, helping to 

make them a success.   

     And thatôs the point. Letôs pull together. By doing so, 

we make a greater impact. 

     As we approach the fall seasonðand then the winter 

seasonðletôs continue to help our neighbors where we 

can. I have seen a neighbor take a huge trailer load of 

leaves to the city drop off site. Note: not all those leaves 

were his. I personally know several neighbors who, once 

they have their snow blowers out, clear the walks for doz-

ens and dozens of neighbors.   

     As always, it is an honor to be your neighbor in East-

gate. Letôs continue to pull together in 2024.        

    

       We live in a great place. 

       Jim Rauwerda, ENA President          

a-C уŀƳ-сǇƳ 
{ уŀƳ-рǇƳ 

Please remember to lock your car doors. There are some 

break-ins being recorded on the ENA Facebook page. 

Follow the ENA on Facebook and search Crime-

mapping.com for up-to-date information. See the back 

page for details.  

Safety Reminder 
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Eastminster Presbyterian Church Closing 

beginnings to the post-WWII economic and popula-

tion boom that swept the city. Houses and church-

es emerged in places where apple orchards and 

bib lettuce once flourished.  

     In 1950 Westminster Presbyterian Church in 

downtown Grand Rapids recognized this expan-

sion; they saw the need for an ñEast Endò Presby-

terian Church. Westminster pulled together its re-

sources and purchased 13 lotsðapproximately two 

acresðfor $5,600. Early organizers suggested the 

name Eastminster. While 1950 sounds like the be-

ginning, the undeveloped property on Orville and 

Woodward still lacked a building, a minister, and a 

congregation.  

     In 1952, a group began meeting in a rented 

American Legion Hall on the northeast corner of 

Breton and Burton streets. A few months later, 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church formally orga-

nized with 66 members. This ñorganizationò marks 

a beginning, and the church considers 1952 as its  

origin date. Yet, it still needed a minister and a 

church building.  

     In 1953ðone year laterðthe church called its 

first minister: Reverend Edward Brigham. He would 

go on to lead Eastminster for 28 years. 1953 also 

marked the completion of Mulick Park Elementary 

School, and Eastminster relocated its services to 

the new school building until a permanent building 

could be procured.   

strong preference is for another worshipping con-

gregation to purchase the property and continue 

community-centered ministry.  

     Eastgate board member and Eastminster Ses-

sion member, Megan Wolenberg shared, ñWorship 

attendance remains strong among remaining mem-

bership. We are a closeknit God-loving family and 

while this time of change is very sad, we look for-

ward to this celebration with each other and the 

greater community.ò 

     While it has not been formally scheduled, neigh-

bors will be invited to what will be a sale of some of 

the churchôs items, including small pews, chairs, 

books, childrenôs toys, bookcases, Christmas deco-

rations, and tables.  
 

 

A GREAT STORY: LETôS PULL TOGETHER 
 

     The story of Eastgate Neighborhood and East-

minster Presbyterian Church have a lot in common. 

Neither can determineðdefinitivelyðwhen it be-

gan. There are simply too many starting points.  

     Eastminster and Eastgate can each trace their 

     From the onset Reverend Brigham understood 

the need for the building. His very first letter to the 

congregation concluded with the words ñLetôs pull 

together.ò  

     And pull together they did. By the next spring 

they had the building plans approved and financing 

secured. In the world of churches, this is no small 

feat.  

     The ground breaking occurred later in 1954; 

those shovels signify the buildingôs beginning, and 

that is why the church cornerstone is inscribed with 

the words ñEastminster Presbyterian Church 1954.ò   

A 1952 newspaper announcement for Eastminsterôs Sunday School 

meeting at the American Legion Hall on Burton and Breton.  

Letôs Pull Together 
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     It took a year to construct, and by 1955 Eastmin-

ster finally had a congregation, a minister, a build-

ing...and church services. 

     So, ñhow old is the 

church?ò That depends 

on which part of the 

church is in questionð

the organization, the first 

service, the building, the 

name, the idea. Debat-

ing such matters is not 

really important, though, 

because the next year Eastminster was plowing 

ahead with its first expansion. They werenôt only 

pulling together, they were pulling onward. 

 

GROWTH AND MORE GROWTH 
 

     The church grew rapidlyðfrom the initial sanctu-

ary, it added a wing to the east and a bell tower. 

They constructed adjacent homes for their ministers, 

they burned the mortgage, they bought an impres-

sive Moller pipe organðwith an equally impressive 

1,189 pipes. They even built and operated a 60-acre 

retreat camp in Newaygo called Camp Scott-E.  

     The membership of the church exploded. On 

Sundays parked cars spilled into the streets of the 

surrounding Eastgate Neighborhood.        

     On at least two separate occasionsðin 1967 and 

1989ðchurch leaders seriously considered relocat-

ing. The original sanctuary had seating for 300, and 

membership had swelled to over 1,000. Instead of 

moving, they purchased some of the adjacent 

homes for possible expansion.  

 

The groundbreaking for the church in May of 1954. One lone East-

gate house can be seen in the background.  

THE LEGACY OF EASTMINSTER 
 

     Eastminsterôs foray into the community was early 

and effective. In 1958 church leadersðincluding 

Reverend Brighamðorganized Boy Scout Troop 

253 which met right at the church. It began humbly 

with 11 sixth-grade boys. In more than 50 years it 

produced 124 Eagle Scouts.  

     In 1973 Eastminster Preschool began as one of 

the first preschools in the city of Grand Rapids. Now 

in its 50th year of operation, it is beloved by East-

gate as well as the surrounding community.   

     The flagpole on the north lawn, however, shows 

a different legacy of Eastminster. That donated flag-

pole has graced the Eastgate neighborhood for 51 

years. The accompanying plaque reads: ñIn memory 

of Warrant Officer Jeffrey Borr who gave his life for 

his country in the Republic of South Vietnam on 

September 9, 1969.ò He was 21. The Borrs were 

members of Eastminster; their son was a fallen heli-

copter pilot. Today, that flag pole and plaque stand 

in the very same place they did when they were 

dedicated. Every year a new flag is donated and 

displayed in Jeffrey Borrôs honor.   

     Eastminsterôs legacy involves individuals in the 

community as well. George Hartwell, a former 

mayor of Grand Rapids is a former member, as is 

WoodTV8 news anchor Marlee Ginter who now 

works for CBS in Sacramento, California.  

     Locally, board member Megan Wolenberg was 

married in Eastminster and is currently an elder.  

ENA board president Jim Rauwerda sent all three of 

his children to Eastminster Preschool. Board mem-

ber Ian Tazelaar earned his Eagle Scout at East-

minsterôs Troop 253 in 2007.  
      

     In the end, Eastminster pulled together exactly 

as its former pastor asked. However, through the 

jewelry sales, blood drives, and bike tune-ups, 

through the mission trips, campouts, and concerts, 

the church also pulled outward. That outward focus 

impacts the Eastgate neighborhood, even today.     

 

     Eastminster invites all neighbors to attend its   

final service on November 19 at 4pm.    
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Trunk or Treat at  

Fifth Reformed Church 

Everyone is welcome to participate! 

Cider and Donuts for All 

 

Join the ENA and Fifth Church for the 12th annual 

trunk or treat event. Come dressed and join the party! 
 

¶ Wear a costume if youôd like 

¶ Stop by to trick or treat in the parking lot or  

    Bring your car and hand out candy from your trunk 
 

When: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 

            Trunks Set-up: 5:30 PM;   

            Trick-or-Treating: 6:00-7:30 PM 
 

Where: Fifth Reformed Church Parking Lot 

     2012 Griggs St. SE; 49506 
 

*In case of inclement weather, the event will move    

inside 
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смс-нпр-нооф 

Residents of Eastgate can drop off yard waste for 

free at the cityôs site located at 2001 Butterworth St. 

SW. It is open Mon-Sat from 7:30am - 4:30pm. 

However, those times can change and we encour-

age neighbors to check the cityôs website for       

specific opening and closing times.  

Free Yard Waste Drop Off 

     Tucked in the pages of this Gatewatch is a flier 

for Vanden Bout Lawn & Snow. The ñearly bird 

specialò of that ad has expired. However, Ken is 

extending that special for Eastgate neighbors until 

October 26. Vanden Bout also offers snow remov-

al for city sidewalks at an additional charge. 

     If you need a one-time fall clean-up, Vanden 

Bout can help with that, too. See the ad on     

page 11.  

Vanden Bout Extends  

Early Bird Special 

The new ad season for the Gatewatch newsletter 

begins after this issue. We print seasonally, four 

times per year, and sell ads for the entire year. 

Interested advertisers should email us:            

contact@eastgatena.com. Our next news letter 

will be printed in 2024. 

Gatewatch Ad Season 


