
ÜbH 

Gatewatch 

Summer 2022 

Vol. XXX No. 3 
 

1919 Boston Street SE   

C-315  

Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
 

contact@eastgatena.com 
 

www.eastgatena.com 
 

Visit Us On Facebook 
 

Join the ENA 

See back page for details 

Or visit our website 

Community Picnic 

Advance Notice: 
 

The Eastgate Neighborhood Association will hold its 

annual meeting on October 27, 2022, at 7pm at 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate.  

The ENA Board would like to thank  
 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate 
  

for underwriting the cost of this newsletter  

 

HOST A  
BLOCK PARTY 

 
     The Eastgate Neighbor-
hood Association encour-
ages all streets to have 
block parties.  
     There are no directions, 
so you can take charge 
and be as creative as you 
would like. If your street is 
too big, then break it into a 
manageable segment.  
     The ENA reimburses 
up to $75 for expenses.  
See the back page for de-
tails.  

family members, staff and vol-

unteers.  

     The River Rogues will play 

live music beginning at 

5:30pm. Join us out front at 

Beacon Hill for a summer cele-

bration with new and old 

friends!    

     Seating will be available. 

Leashed pets are welcome. 

     The Beacon Hill picnic is 

always a neighborhood fan-

favorite. Beacon Hillôs culinary 

team will provide an impres-

sive spread of seasonal picnic 

foods beginning at 5:30pm. 

     Everyone from the Eastgate 

neighborhood is welcome to 

come and enjoy along with 

Beacon Hill residents, their 

[!ÜHü!Ü<b 

August 18 at Beacon Hill at Eastgate 

Beacon Hill at Eastgateôs annual picnic always draws a crowd.  
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New Officer for the ENA 

     Officer Chris Watkins has just been assigned to 

a beat that includes the ENA.  

     Welcome to the neighborhood! 

     In late June, ENA President Jim Rauwerda met 

with Officer Watkins to discuss policing concerns 

related to the ENA. 

 

CENTURY FOOD AND LIQUOR ROBBERY 
 

     Officer Watkins mentioned that the robbery of 

Century Food and Liquor in late June is part of a 

larger trend this summer with places such as liq-

uor stores and vape shops. It was a ñsmash and 

grabò with property damage and theft, but there 

was no personal violence or injury.  

 

CRIMEMAPPING.COM 
 

     This is summer, meaning this is high crime 

season. The ENA board encourages neighbors to 

utilize crimemapping.com. It is an intuitive website 

that maps crimes in the area. There is no registra-

tion or passwords for this website.  

 

HAVE A BLOCK PARTY 
 

     Get to know your neighbors. When you know 

each other, you will look out for each other. The 

ENA will defray block party costs up to $75. See 

the back page of this newsletter for details. A party 

as a crime deterrent? Yes.  

 

THE KIA/HYUNDAI AUTO THEFTS 
 

     Officer Watkins encouraged Kia and Hyundai 

owners to take special precautions because these 

cars have become targets for thieves. In fact, our 

own ENA Vice President Kris Stott had his car tar-

geted and stolen. 

 

STAY ALERT 
 

     We live in a low-crime neighborhood, but that 

doesnôt mean we should relax. If we see anything 

odd, we should always call the police non-

emergency number; a cruiser will come to patrol 

the area.  

     Non-emergency number: 616-453-3503 

     This number is on the back page of every 

newsletter we print. Plug it into your phone so it is 

there when you need it.  

     As always, leave your outside lights on at night, 

and lock your doors.  
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From the President 

9ŀŎƘ hŶŎŜ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘƭȅ hǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ hǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ 

 

Hi Neighbors, 

 

     Happy Birthday ENA 

 

     This year marks the 30th anni-

versary of the Eastgate Neighbor-

hood Association. As part of this 

landmark, this Gatewatch has of-

fered some extended articles that 

bring in a historical perspective ð 

including pieces on Griggs Street, Mulick Park, and, 

in this newsletter, Beacon Hill at Eastgate.  

     These articles make me pause and think about 

how our neighborhood was once a rural community, 

with dairy farms, bib lettuce, orchards, and green-

houses. Some of the houses around us pre-date the 

automobile. Itôs hard for me to imagine horses pulling 

wagons down Burton Street, but it must have hap-

pened.  

     If you are a long time ENA resident and have sto-

ries or pictures to share,  please email us or post 

them on our Facebook page. Such information and 

perspective is invaluable.      

     This newsletter has a great number of summer 

events listed in it. Please enjoy them.  

 

     Again, Happy Birthday ENA.        

 

      We live in a great place, 

       Jim Rauwerda 

       ENA President          

a-C уŀƳ-сǇƳ 
{ уŀƳ-рǇƳ 

смс-прс-орло 
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A 2007 photo of the sign at Metro Heath Hospital. 

The address, 1919 Boston, is the current address 

of Beacon Hill at Eastgate 

The Beacon Hill Story: 1919 Boston and Beyond 

     The Beacon Hill in Boston is clearly not the same 

as the Beacon Hill on Boston. One is a neighbor-

hood in a major city in Massachusetts, and the other 

is our neighbor right here in Eastgate.    

     As many of us know, our Beacon HillðBeacon 

Hill at Eastgateðis a thriving retirement community. 

It features two bridges, underground parking, a sa-

lon, restaurant, and movie theater. It offers lectures, 

concerts, gardens, and a grand summer picnic, all 

of which are available to its residents as well as the 

residents of the Eastgate Neighborhood. 

     However, Beacon Hill at Eastgate at 1919 Bos-

ton Street wasnôt always Beacon Hill.     

   

THE ORIGIN 

 

     The initial structure stemmed from the work of 

local Baptist churches. In the 1950s they pooled 

their resources and launched a 60-person retire-

ment home for Baptist ministers and widows called 

Michigan Christian Home - A Baptist Home for the 

Aged. They chose a 9-acre parcel on the northeast 

corner of Boston and Plymouth.   

     The site was part of an old orchard originally be-

longing to Jacob and Jennie Baar. Their house at 

1550 Plymouth was built in 1870. At this time, the 

area had been a sleepy, rural land in what was then 

called Paris Township. The Baar familyôs sons, Hen-

ry and Herman, owned the two farm houses ñacross 

the streetò at 1824 Boston and 1800 Plymouth. They 

operated Baar Brothers Greenhouse into the 1940s.  

     By the 1950s, however, Eastgate was in the 

crosshairs of a building boom. The post war families 

coupled with the pervasive automobile made the 

area attractive for development; many homes in 

Eastgate can trace their construction precisely to 

the 1950s. The three Eastgate neighborhood 

churches of Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed, 

Eastminster Presbyterian, and Fifth Reformed each 

opened their doors in the Eastgate Neighborhood in 

1953, 1954, and 1957 respectively.  

     Likewise, Michigan Christian Home opened in 

November of 1959. Its immediate neighbor to the 

east at 1919 Boston was Grand Rapids Osteopathic 

Hospital, which was built in 1957. This hospital later 

became Metro Health. The two non-profits would 

operate side-by-side on Boston Street for nearly fifty 

years. 

    

THE DEVELOPMENT 

 

     When Michigan Christian Home opened, it had 

entry fees ranging from $2,000-3,500, with a daily 

charge of $3.50 to cover room and board. It had 

100% occupancy the first year. 

     Over the years it became a ñcontinuing care facil-

ityò with the construction of the Health Care Center 

in 1966 and the Assisted Living Center in 1993.  

     By the early 2000s, the facility remained relative-

A 2006 photo of the sign at Michigan Christian 

Home.  
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...and More of The Beacon Hill Story 

 

ly small, especially compared to other retirement 

facilities.   

     Its neighbor, Metro Hospital, was also relatively 

small. In the early 1990s, it planned to expand be-

yond its original 12 acre site by purchasing and de-

molishing adjacent residential homes. This led to 

friction with the neighbors, who in turn created the 

Eastgate Neighborhood Association in 1992.  

     The relationship deteriorated further when the 

hospital built a helipad, bringing in loud helicopters 

at all hours. Metro Health eventually departed East-

gate, and by the winter of 2007-2008, the hospital 

building itself was demolished.  

     1919 Boston stood vacant and was ready for 

new development.   

 

 

 

 

A NEW RELATIONSHIP  

 

     Michigan Christian Home seized the opportunity 

and purchased the property; in the process, it trans-

formed into the neighbor that we know today.  

     By then the retirement community had grown 

beyond its roots with Baptist ministers. With the ba-

by boomers looking at retirement, the institution was 

poised for dynamic growth...and a new name. 

     From its own history: ñThe Michigan Christian 

Home Board of Trustees identified the need to up-

date the organizationôs name, and through a naming 

contest, voted to approve, ñBeacon Hill at Eastgateò. 

The name reflects the monikers of area streets 

(Boston, Plymouth, Cambridge, Cornell) and identi-

fies with the historic Beacon Hill neighborhood of 

Boston. Incorporating the Eastgate name into the 

brand demonstrates the high value the community 

has for its place of origin and primary service, the 

Eastgate Neighborhood.ò  

     Happening concurrentlyðin October of 2006ð

the Eastgate Neighborhood created its first newslet-

ter with advertising. Three items are significant 

about this particular newsletter. First, Michigan 

Christian Home is among the original advertisersð

and it has been ever since. (The only other entities 

that can make that claim: Andreaôs Pizza and East-

gate Salon.) Second, the newsletter profiles the 

plans of the yet-to-be-built A, B, and C wings of the 

Beacon Hill campus. Third, the newsletter offers this 

note: ñThe ENA Board would like to thank Michigan 

Christian Home for printing this issue of the Gate-

watch.ò  

     The advertisement particularly makes a state-

ment here. The ENA has always viewed advertisers 

as partners in the neighborhood. Our new neighbor 

at 1919 Boston wasðand still isða partner.  

 

THE PARTNERSHIP 

 

     Beacon Hill at Eastgate has been an asset to the 

entire Eastgate Neighborhood. Its contributions are 

scattered throughout this very newsletter. 

     Yet, the neighborhood has been an asset for 

Beacon Hill, too, and has been since the beginning.  

     When the retirement community wanted a 

ñneighborhood feel,ò it found exactly that right here 

at Eastgate. In fact, the Eastgate Neighborhood sets 

Beacon Hill apart from other retirement communi-

ties, which are often secluded in their own subdivi-

sions. Eastgate, with its strong, healthy, and vibrant 

neighborhood, complements the mission and vision 

of Beacon Hill.  

     One tenet of Beacon Hillôs Foundation is focused 

on its partnership and engagement with the commu-

nity. It is committed.  

Beacon Hill at Eastgate during its construction  

in 2011.  
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      Come join us for the final concert of the 
summer! Beacon Hillôs food truck, Traveling 
Plate, will be present as well. 

     Neighbors, please bring lawn chairs and 
blankets. In the event of inclement weather, the 
concert will take place in the auditorium.  

     All concerts will begin at 7:00 p.m. and run 
approximately one hour. 

 

August 10. Seven p.m. 
Edye Evans Hyde Trio 

 

 
Brought to you by the Beacon Hill Foundation and  

Level One Bankða division of First Merchants Bank 

Beacon Hill Presents  

Concerts on the Green 
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     Laundry Love helps wash the clothes and bedding 

of low/no income families and people. We brighten the 

lives of people through love, dignity and detergent. Our 

location is at Redemption City Church, 1533 Cam-

bridge Dr. SE and we are open the 2nd & 4th Fridays 

of each month from 10-noon. Please contact Jamie 

Bartlett (jamie.bartlett@redemptiongr.org) if you have 

any questions. Please pass this info along to any 

neighbors or friends who could benefit from free laun-

dry facilities.  

Free Laundry Facilities at 

Redemption City Church 

Submitted by Redemption City Church 

Outdoor Yoga Classes  

at Mulick Park  
 

Free through August 

 

Mondays 6 - 6:45 p.m. 

Thursdays 7 - 7:45 p.m.  

 

     The Grand Rapids 

Parks and Recreation 

Department is providing 

free yoga classes at Mu-

lick Park at 1632 Sylvan 

Ave. SE. 

     Discover your inner 

yogi in a class that builds strength and body 

awareness. Begin with gentle stretching and 

move to flowing through and holding poses. Class 

will come to a restful end.   

     Classes are ñdrop-inò and registration is not 

required. All outdoor classes are weather depend-

ent. Follow on Facebook  @GRParskandRec or 

call the cancellation hotline at 616-456-3699 for 

up-to-date cancellation information. 

 

смс-нпр-нооф 

mailto:jamie.bartlett@redemptiongr.org


È![H ȵ 



È![H ȶ 

 

Overflowing Recycle Bin? 

Hereôs the Answer! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Try as we do, we occasionally have ñrecycling 

excess.ò Maybe we were on vacation on recycle 

day. Maybe we forgot to put out the bin. Maybe we 

ordered too much in the mail and have an abun-

dance of boxes.  

     Regardless of the reason, the Kent County Re-

cycling and Education facility is the answer. Locat-

ed at 977 Wealthy, It offers a ñwindowò to drop ma-

terials during its business hours from 7:30 a.m. -

4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. Check it out! 

 

Recycling Plastic  

Grocery Bags 
 

And a few other items that are not accepted  

by our curbside recyclers 

 

 

     The recyclers 

at the city do not 

like plastic grocery 

bags. They call 

them ñtanglersò 

and they upset the 

recycling ma-

chines. So where 

should we recycle 

them?  

     One option is 

big box stores. These stores often have recycle sta-

tions that collect plastic bags, rechargeable batter-

ies, and CFL lightbulbs. 

      

¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜ ǎǘŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ 

[ƻǿŜΩǎ ƻƴ нуǘƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 

 

Discarding Medications 
 

This one is too easy! 

 

     Eastgate residents live very close to medication 

drop off.  

 

From the East Grand Rapids Public Safety Depart-

ment: We welcome ALL to use our medication 

drop off, located in the lobby of the East Grand 

Rapids Department of Public Safety. The entrance 

to our lobby is right by the flag pole by the City 

Center - Library Parking Lot.  

 

     The four Kent County Sheriffôs stations located 

throughout the county also collect unused medica-

tions.   

 

 

When in Doubt...  

Throw it Out 
 

Keep our Recycling Free!  

 

    The Recycle Center is overwhelmed with items 

they cannot take. These go to the landfill at an 

added expense. Greasy pizza boxes are card-

board, but they cannot be recycled. Neither can 

Styrofoam of any kindðincluding egg cartons and 

packing pieces. Please do not add to the problem.  

Metal Recycling 

     Not all metal can be recycled curbside. Scrap 

metal of any kind is not accepted. This includes 

anything from a bent fork, to an old railroad spike, 

to copper wire.   

     Please keep your metal recycling to steel and 

aluminum bottles and cans, and aluminum foil. 

Glass Recycling 

     Not all glass can be recycled curbside. Please 

keep your glass recycling to jars and bottles. Bro-

ken glass is not accepted, and neither are win-

dows or ceramics.  

     Please help keep our recycling free and follow 

the rules. Thanks! 
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   Immaculate Heart of Mary is constructing a new 

residence for its pastor. The home will be built on 

parish property near the athletic fields, and it will 

have access to Johnston Street.  

     One unique feature of the new rectory is using 

the stained glass windows from the original rectory. 

That rectory was later used as a convent and a pre-

school, and the restored stained glass ñwill be a 

nod to parish history and its future legacy.ò 

     The parish hopes that the rectory will be com-

pleted this fall.      

New Rectory at 

 Immaculate Heart of Mary 

material for this article was adapted 

from the IHM newsletter 

Men  23     Kids            17 
Ladies 30     Wax            10 
Shave 30     Beard Trim   8 



 

BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 
2003 Burton St. S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
(616) 245-9830 
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Mentoring at Mulick Park 

   The ENAôs biggest event of the year was as popu-

lar as ever. In total, we filled seven full dumpsters; 

137 households participated, with 28 repeats. Four 

people came four times!   

Dumpster Day did not 

Disappoint 

   You can make a difference in the life of a child at 

Mulick Park Elementary. 

     Join the Mulick Park Mentoring Collaborative this 

year as a mentor for 3rd - 5th grade students.  

     Mentors have two opportunities: (1) Meet for one 

hour weekly with students to build a friendship-

relationship and provide structured guidance in read-

ing (don't worry - we'll teach you how!).   

(2) Meet with 1st-3rd grade students for 30 minute 

small group reading interventions.  

     To learn more, contact Deborah McCreary, the 

mentoring coordinator by phone: (616) 334-9083 or 

email: deborah.mccreary1@gmail.com  

     The Collaborative is an effort of 5 area churches: 

Fifth Reformed, Eastminster Presbyterian, Plymouth 

Heights and Oakdale CRCs, and Mayflower Congre-

gational, as well as the Eastgate Neighborhood     

Association.  

ENA board member Greg 

Wilkins collected items for 

Dumpster Day. 

mailto:deborah.mccreary1@gmail.com

