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Eastgate Real Estate 
Recap 2021 

Easter Egg Hunt 
 

After a pandemic hiatus, the Easter Egg Hunt is 

back at Fifth Reformed Church 

Saturday April 16 at 10:30am 

Dumpster Day Date 
 
 

Your ENA board procured an early Dumpster Day 

Date: June 11. You can find more details in  

the next issue of the Gatewatch 

Garage Sale Weekend 
 
Garage Sale Weekend will 
again be on the first week-
end in June, from  
June 2-4.  
 
The ENA will put up signs 
around the neighborhood 
and post notices online.  
 
Neighbors should still put 
up signs directing traffic to 
individual sales. 
 
The ENA ice cream social 
will be held at Eastminster 
Presbyterian Church on 
that Saturday. Stay tuned 
for details! 

were up against multiple offers, 
escalation clauses, appraisal 
gap guarantees and reducing 
or eliminating inspections.  
 
      Interesting facts about the 
2021 real estate market: 
 
*49 homes sold in 2021. 
*The high sale price was 

     Despite the low inventory in 
the greater Grand Rapids area, 
the real estate market in East-
gate was very active. More 
homes changed hands this 
year than they have since 
2012. It was a fast paced and 
very competitive market for 
buyers. Historically low interest 
rates and high rent costs 
fueled the demand and desire 
to purchase a home. In order 
to get a home, most buyers 
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Welcome to the 49 new homeowners in Eastgate! 
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Annual Meeting Recap 

     The bylaws of the Eastgate Neighborhood re-

quire the association to host an annual meeting in 

October. After the pandemic cancelled that meet-

ing in 2020, the meeting did occur as scheduled 

on October 27, 2021, at Fifth Reformed Church. 

     Neighbors met and enjoyed complimentary An-

dreaôs pizza. Then, ENA president Jim Rauwerda 

called the meeting to order. Greg Wilkins, who is 

an ENA board member and the facilities manager 

at Fifth Reformed Church, welcomed those in at-

tendance.  

     The Grand Rapids Police Department then 

gave their crime report, again noting that crime 

incidents in Eastgate are much lower than other 

parts of the city.  

     The meeting proceeded with the Presidentôs 

Report and the Treasurerôs Reports. Due to the 

pandemic, both reports included elements of the 

2020 calendar year.  During this time, President 

Jim Rauwerda was presented with the Good 

Neighbor Award.  

     Because of the pandemic and the lack of elec-

tions last year, the board president noted that the 

entire board of directors were up for re-election. 

The spirit of the bylaws, however, suggests that 

half of the board is elected one year, and the other 

half the next year.  

     Thus, Kris Stott, Greg Wilkins, and John Morri-

son agreed to run for re-election with the remain-

der of the board serving as a one-year term, to be 

DǊŀƴŘ wŀǇƛŘǎ tƻƭƛŎŜ hŶŎŜǊǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛƳŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ 
ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎǊƛƳŜ ƛǎ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ  

Continued on Page 13 
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From the President 

9ŀŎƘ hŶŎŜ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘƭȅ hǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ hǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ 

 

Hi Neighbors, 
 

      Mask mandates are lifting and 

in a few places the plexiglass is 

coming down. 

     Likewise, the ENA has opened 

up and is planning to host events 

that have been popular in the 

past, including the ice cream so-

cial, the garage sale weekend, 

and dumpster day.  

     The community garden will again be available for 

those with (and those without) a green thumb. Con-

tact Greg at gwilkins@fifthrc.org if you are interested 

in a plot.  

     The food trucks are coming to Level One Bank on 

Fridays for lunch, Eastminster Presbyterian Church is 

hosting its annual jewelry sale, and the ENA is again 

reimbursing streets for hosting block parties.  

     These are great events and are addressed in the 

pages of this newsletter.  

     Now, however, I would like to specifically mention 

the ñAdopt a Drainò article on page 5. We all have the 

opportunity to make our neighborhood a better place, 

and in this instance all we need to do is clear the 

grates on our streets. Many of us do this already. 

     With this ñadoption,ò we can have some fun with 

the name we give our drain. So be clever, and letôs do 

our part for Eastgate...or East ógrate.ô  

 

      We live in a great place, 

   Jim Rauwerda 

   ENA President          

a-C уŀƳ-сǇƳ 
{ уŀƳ-рǇƳ 
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School of Rock Coming to Breton Village Area 

place for people of all ages and backgrounds to 

learn, explore, and create great music and meaning-

ful relationships throughout the process!ò  

     Students who attend can take lessons for guitar, 

bass guitar, drums, keyboard, and singing.  

     The franchise hopes to open near the end of 

March or beginning of April, subject to construction. 

     School of Rock originated in 2002 in Philadelphia. 

It has 260 locations in 7 different countries.   

     Welcome to the community! 

Located east of Breton and Burton intersection 

     School of Rock Grand Rapids is bringing music 

to 2505 Burton Street. The building is being reno-

vated, and the distinctive fa­ade is taking shape.  

     The school will provide music education not on-

ly through lessons, but also through performance.    

     Josh Dreyer is the general manager and music 

director. ñSchool of Rock offers a unique environ-

ment where people get to learn music through 

group performance,ò he said. ñWe are beyond ex-

cited about joining with our community to offer a 

You Can Adopt a Drain 

Sorry, folks. The name óStorm Trooperô  

has already been taken by an Eastgate Neighbor 

 

     City residents can ñclaim a drainò and ñname a 

drainò if they ñmaintain a drain.ò  

     The website shows you every-

thing you need to know to claim one. 

Youôll see the map that shows you 

exactly which drains have been 

claimed and what their names are. 

Conversely, youôll see which ones are available and 

how to provide a (fun) name.  

     The city of Grand Rapids, in conjunction with the 

Lower Grand River Organization of Watersheds 

(LGROW), is offering the program.  

     Many Eastgate residents already keep the gut-

ters clear, so accept this as a fun naming challenge.  

     Search ñadopt a drain Grand Rapidsò or visit 

lgrow.org.  

Keep your 

mind out of 

the gutter 

City Seeks Volunteers to 
Serve as Board members  
or Commissioners  

     Mayor Rosalynn Bliss and City Commissioners 

are encouraging residents to consider applying to 

serve on one of the City of Grand Rapidsô 42 boards 

and commissions.  

     To review vacant positions and requirements or to 

apply online for a board or commission, visit https://

www.grandrapidsmi.gov/Services/Apply-for-Boards-

and-Commissions.  

     Those who need additional support can call the 

City Clerk's Office at 616-456-3010  
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Jewelry Sale 

June 4 

Eastminster Presbyteri-

an Church will again be 

holding its annual jew-

elry sale on June 4, the 

Saturday of the ENA 

garage sales.  

The benefits of this 

sale all go to charity.  

If you have used jewel-

ry items of any kind 

that you would like to 

donate, please drop 

them off at the church 

office.  

9!{¢aLb{¢9wΩ{  
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Congratulations to our Skilled Nursing team! Bea-
con Hill at Eastgate was recently recognized as a 
Best Nursing Home for 2021-2022 by U.S. News & 
World Report. 
 
Beacon Hill's Skilled Nursing Facility is among the 
elite 13% of Skilled Nursing Facilities that earned a 
coveted "High Performing" rating across the coun-
try.  
 
U.S. News Short-Term Rehabilitation Ratings evalu-
ate eligible nursing homes across multiple catego-
ries including metrics of nurse staffing, COVID-19 
staff vaccination rates, patient outcomes, facility 
complaints, patient safety and rehabilitation therapy.  
 
Thank you to our entire team for all you do for our 
residents and their families every day. 
 
Beacon Hill January 7, 2022.  

Congratulations,  

Beacon Hill! 

This information was taken from an email sent 

to constituents of Beacon Hill 

For six Fridays this summer the Food Trucks will be 

returning to the parking lot at Level One Bank. The 

Food truck season will be from June 3ï July 8, of-

fering lunch from 11am-2pm. We hope to have the 

entire line-up in the next Gatewatch.  

Thanks Level One! 

Food Trucks Coming  
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     THE ORIGINAL PROPERTY OWNER 

 

     The Eastgate area at one point was completely 

rural, a part of Paris Township in Kent Coun-

ty. Grand Rapids was just to the northwest and the 

Grand River Valley Railroad made it easy to 

transport and sell produce to city dwellers.   

     Settlers began working the land as early as the 

1830ôs, and the names of these families can still be 

seen around us today on street signs:  Barney Bur-

ton, Jacob Patterson, Orleans Spaulding, and 

James Ballard. To put things into perspective, 

Grand Rapids had not yet incorporated as a city and 

was largely the site of a mission and trading post. 

     In 1846, a 25-year-old man named Sluman S. 

Bailey arrived in Paris Township from Western New 

York with his wife Delia and their children. He 

ñtamedò hundreds of acres of land, becoming a sig-

nificant land-owner.  

     S. S. Bailey rose in prominence, as evidenced by 

his 1860 election as sheriff of Kent County, only 

months before the Civil War. He later served in a 

variety of civic offices: five different U.S. presidents 

appointed him as a collector of internal revenue. 

The History of Kent County from 1881 says Bailey, 

ñ...has gained the esteem of all who know him. He is 

still largely interested in agriculture on his farm near 

the city.ò  

 
THE ORIGINAL PROPERTY 

 

     Two of S. S. Baileyôs large parcels of land were 

located in Paris Township: one located at the cur-

rent intersection of East Paris and 32nd Street (his 

octagon house still stands), and one located at the 

current intersection of Boston and Plymouth.  

     By 1876, S. S. Bailey owned 165 acres of land to 

the north and south of Boston Street, east of Kala-

mazoo Avenue. As the decades progressed, it 

would be through his land that Plymouth Avenue 

would eventually run, splitting his parcel in half as 

the City of Grand Rapids grew and took over por-

tions of Paris Township.  

     In 1907, Plymouth ended at Boston as it ran 

south. By then, S. S. Baileyôs land had been re-

duced to a mere 30 acres, still located to the north 

and south of Boston. The area to the east remained 

quite rural, but to the west the city of Grand Rapids 

had taken shape around Kalamazoo Avenue, with 

streets in place that we see today:  Fuller, Under-

wood, Sylvan, and more. Ultimately, S. S. Bailey 

passed away in 1907, and his parcel of land to the 

south of Boston would be acquired by Mrs. O. A. 

Ball and Herman Baar. 

 
THE LAND THAT BECAME A PARK 

 

     But what of a person named Mulick? 

     As it turns out, W. W. Mulick and his wife Adeline 

owned a large greenhouse on Giddings Avenue, 

opening in 1897 and successfully operating for over 

fifty years at that site. A 1927 Grand Rapids Directo-

ry reveals that Mulick lived just east of Sylvan Ave-

nue not far from Herman Baar. His house was built 

in 1925 and rests at the top of the hill at 1620 Bos-

ton Street.  

     In 1926, Mulick offered eleven acres of his prop-

erty to the city for $7,000. The park was born and it 

had a name. 

 
THE PARK THAT BECAME A SCHOOL 

 

     After World War II, it became clear that the city 

would need to build numerous schools for its grow-

ing population. In fact, the Grand Rapids Public 

Schools eventually built or replaced fifteen schools 

in the 8 year period between 1953-1961.  

A History of Mulick Park... 

Sluman S. Bailey owned 165 acres that would be split by 

Plymouth Avenue. One half would become part of Mulick 

Park and its surrounding neighborhood, and the other 

half would become part of the Eastgate Neighborhood. 
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This house at 1620 Boston was built by florist W.W. Mu-

lick. He sold 11 acres to the south in 1926 for a park.  

     To orchestrate the effort, the school board 

launched a millage campaign to raise money for con-

struction, which was successful: voters approved a 20

-year millage to fund the construction of new elemen-

tary and junior high schools.  

     A key figure behind this effort was Fred See, an 

accomplished landscape architect and superintendent 

of the Grand Rapids City Parks. 

     Fred See proposed an ambitious program to pair 

new schools with public parks, designing the buildings 

to match with the local neighborhood and topography.  

     After the first schools within this program were 

opened to great success in 1951, Mr. See brought the 

model for Mulick Park School to the convention of 

American Landscape Architects where it earned a 

blue ribbon for first place. At a school board meeting 

held on February 4, 1952, a statement was signed in 

favor of the schoolôs construction.  

     The school opened in January of 1954. According 

to the newspaper account, school officials and princi-

pal Miss Desdemona Parks greeted ñhundreds of pa-

trons and friendsò at an afternoon and evening open 

house.   

 

MULICK PARK & SCHOOL TODAY 

 

     The park itself underwent extensive upgrades in 

2016 when city residents passed a parks millage. The 

improvements included updated lighting and walk-

ways, a new picnic shelter, and improved entrances 

and benches.  

     The park also provides a pavilion and tennis 

courts.  

     Last summer the park offered free outdoor yoga 

classes, and the splash pad is always a draw on 

hot summer days.   

     For winter activities the sledding hill at Mulick 

Park is ranked among the best in the city. Current-

ly, the Grand Rapids Parks and Recreations De-

partment is offering free sled rentals and winter 

clothing on Saturdays from 1-4 pm, weather per-

mitting.  

     The school on the 

property serves 235 

pre-kindergarten 

through fifth grade 

students from the 

community.  

     Grand Rapids Pub-

lic Schools recently 

announced that a 

$19.5 million federal grant will benefit 13 city 

schools, including Mulick Park.  

     To this day, Mulick Park is a unique combina-

tion of educational and recreational activities that 

benefit residents for miles around.  

 

      

Mulick Park school playground in 1958. Photo courtesy 

of the Grand Rapids Public Library 

...And More of the History of Mulick Park 

 Information for this article came from the Grand Rapids Public 
Library, The Grand Rapids Press, migenweb.org, and The     
History of Kent County by C.C. Chapman.  
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