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     In the summer of 2007, this 
Eastgate Neighborhood Gate-
watch newsletter had a headline 
that was similar to this one. It 
read: ñFarewell, Hospital.ò 
     The last vestiges of that hospi-
tal have now been demolished to 
make way for a new senior living 
community called ñThe Vistas,ò a 
26 unit extension of Beacon Hill 
at Eastgate.  
     The former Professional Office 
Building located at 1945 Boston 

     The 2019 real 
estate market was 
another difficult 
year for buyers.    
     Once again, 
demand outpaced 
the available in-
ventory which re-
sulted in homes 
selling quickly, 
over list price and with multiple 
offers. 
2019 Fun Facts for Eastgate: 
*40 homes sold in 2019.  
*The average sale price was 
$225,247. The 2018 average 
sale price was $215,112.  
*The median sale price was 
$228,450.  
*The high sale price was 

$325,050. 
*The low sale price was 
$139,550. 
 
*21 homes sold over list 
price. 
-4 homes sold $13,000 ï 
17,000 over list price. 
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By Kelley Rahilly 
Eastgate Neighbor 

40 homes sold in 2019.  
The average sale price was $225,247 

Kelley Rahilly has lived 
in the Eastgate Neigh-
borhood for 18 years. 
She is an associate Bro-
ker at Greenridge Real-
ty. You can reach her at 
616-706-6439 or kelley-
rahilly@gmail.com 

By Kelley Rahilly 
Eastgate Neighbor 

2019 Real Estate   
        Report 

E  N  A ' 
Garage Sale Weekend 
& Ice Cream Social 
Save the Date: June 4-6 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL: NOON-2PM ON JUNE 6 
AT EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.  

F  R  Cô 
Easter Egg Hunt  
Saturday April 4 

RSVP REQUIRED.  SEE PAGE 3 FOR DETAILS 

E  N  A ' 
Dumpster Day 

Save the Date: Saturday June 20 
From 8am - Noon (or until dumpsters are full) 
SEE MAY ISSUE OF THE GATEWATCH FOR DETAILS 

B  H   Eô 
ñEggscellent Easter Egg Huntò 

Saturday April 11 
AT 2pm IN THE NORTH COURT YARD 
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The Gatewatch 
headline from 
the summer of 
2007, the year 
that Metro 
Health vacated 
Eastgate 

mailto:kelleyrahilly@gmail.com
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Annual Meeting Report & Board News  

The ENA bylaws dictate that an  
annual meeting must be held in October 

     The ENA held itôs annu-
al meeting on October 24. 
The meeting was presided 
by ENA president Elida 
VanSledright.  
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     Neighbors enjoyed com-
plementary Andreaôs pizza 
in the Garden Caf® at Bea-
con Hill prior to the open-
ing of the meeting.   
     The meeting was called 
to order and Sarah Johnson 
of Beacon Hill welcomed 
neighbors to the facility.  
     The attendees heard re-
ports from the ENA presi-
dent, the ENA treasurer, 
and our community police 
officer.   
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     Grand Rapids police of-
ficer Chad Vandam spoke 

early in 
the 
meeting.  
He of-
fered his 
contact 
infor-

mation and encouraged 
neighbors to call with con-
cerns. The call volume from 
Eastgate continues to be 
low.  
     ñMy suggestion to you is 
to lock your cars.ò he said.  
ñand donôt hesitate to callð
thatôs what we are here 
for.ò  
     He referenced the ENA 
facebook page as a tool for 
neighbors to monitor area 
crime.  
 

E  E   
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     ENA board member Jim 
Rauwerda offered a report 

on the Eastgate Engaged 
Initiative. He mentioned 
that the committee evolved 
from the neighborhood sur-
vey sponsored by the ENA 
and Beacon Hill to better 
understand what neighbors 
wanted in their community.  
     The committee is com-
prised of neighbors, Beacon 
Hill Foundation members, 
Community business repre-
sentatives, and four ENA 
board members.   
     The committee meets 
monthly and recently coor-
dinated the yard waste 
dumpster event last fall. 
 
G  N  A  
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     The ENA Board present-
ed the Good Neighbor 
Award to Greg Wilkins, 
who has served on the  
board since 2012. Greg ac-

tively sup-
ports our 
neighbor-
hood, co-
ordinating 
Dumpster 
Day, the 
Commu-
nity Gar-
dens, and 
Trunk-or-
Treat.  
     The 
Good 

Neighbor Award is not pre-
sented annually, but rather 
only when the board recog-
nizes a good neighbor. Greg 
definitely is a worthy recipi-
ent of this award. Congratu-
lations, Greg!   
   

P ô  R   
 

     President Elida Van 
Sledright gave her report, 
referencing the many activi-
ties that the ENA sponsors 

or co-sponsors. She also 
reviewed the bylaw 
change that was approved 
at last yearôs annual meet-
ing. 
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     Treasurer Chris Burri 
gave the financial report.  
The board has a $3,000 
rainy day fund and in ex-
cess of $4,000 in its 
checking account. Most 
income is generated from 
advertising the Gate-
watch. He encouraged 
members to have block 
parties and to formally 
join the ENA with the $15 
membership fee. 
   

B  M  E : 

¶ S  F 
¶ J  R  

¶ K  S 

¶ G  W 

¶ S  

¶ T  G 
 
 

     The neighbors also 
elected board members.  
Five board members were 
willing to let their name 
stand and continue serving 
on the board.   

     Two seats were open 
due to the two board 
members moving out of 
the neighborhood. 
     However, in order to 
keep the elections more 
even from year to year, 
the board appointed Me-
gan Wolenburg to com-
plete the one-year remain-
ing on Ricky Markie-
wiczôs term.    
     After the meeting the 
board elected Elida Van-
Sledright as president, 
Kris Stott as vice-
president, Chris Burri as 
treasurer, and Stephanie 
Ford as secretary.  
      
T  B  E  A 
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     At its January board 
meeting, Elida Vanï 
Sledright announced her 
resignation as president 
since she and her husband 
are moving to the Chica-
go area for of job oppor-
tunities.  The board nomi-
nated and elected Jim 
Rauwerda to serve as 
president.   

Above: ENA president Elida Van Sledright opens the 
meeting at the Community Room at Beacon Hill at Eastgate.   

Officer Vandam  
indicated that 
Eastgate con-
tinues to have  
a low incidence 
of crime 

Greg Wilkins 
was given the 
Good Neighbor 
Award 
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ANDREAôS PIZZA 

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM 

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM 

Family owned since 1969 
Fast Delivery Available          
for Lunch and Dinner 

 

241-5446 
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM 
Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM 

 

 

 

1700 Woodward 
247-0433 

A Christian Outreach Program of  
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH 

a place to be young, a place to belong 

 

Classes available for 3-year-olds,  
4-year-olds and Young 5's   
 
Check our website for more details: 
eastminsterkids.org 
 
Email us at eastminsterkidsgr.com 

2020-2021 

Specializing in builderôs and decorative hardware 

1500 Kalamazoo Avenue 
616.241.2655 

M-F 7am-6pm 
S 7:30 amï4:30pm 

www.modernhardware.com 

 
Hello Neighbors! 
 
I hope you all enjoyed 
this winter season. The 
Eastgate Neighbor-
hood Board has been 
in full swing, planning 
our great upcoming 
events!  

 
Mark your calendars! Garage Sales are from 
June 4 to June 6. Our annual ice cream so-
cial will be from noon - 2 pm on Saturday 
provided by ENA at Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church. Dumpster Day will be on June 20.  
 
I want to give a special thank you to all of our 
ENA supporters, due paying members and 
our Gatewatch sponsors! This newsletter 
wouldn't be possible without you. 
 
We live in such a great neighborhood, full of 
kindness, support, and a sense 
of community. It saddens me to say that my 
family and I will be leaving this beautiful 
neighborhood for a new adventure in Chica-
go. Jim Rauwerda will be taking over as 
president for the remainder of this year. 
 
I have enjoyed my time in Eastgate, and will 
truly miss it. Thank you all!  
 
 
   ðElida VanSledright 
    

From the President 

http://eastminsterkids.org

