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Dumpster Day: 
October 9 

Facebook Contests 
 

We will have a pumpkin carving contest and a Halloween 

yard decorating contest. Details are on page 3; they will 

also be posted on the ENA Facebook page. 

Trunk Or Treat Event 
 

Saturday, October 30 at Fifth Reformed Church 

Note: This will not be held on the traditional Halloween 

date. See page 2 for more information. 

ENAôs Annual Meeting 
 
During the pandemic, the 
ENA board opted to forgo 
the annual meeting. This 
year, we will resume with 
caution. 
 
The meeting will occur Oc-
tober 28 at Fifth Reformed 
Church. We plan to offer 
free Andreaôs pizza at 
6:30pm with the meeting 
beginning at 7pm. 
 
At the meeting we will offer 
reports and elect new 
board members. There are 
two open seats, so if you 
are interested in joining the 
board, please attend! 

are full, the event is over. 

Thus, we encourage neighbors 

to arrive early. 

     Also, some items are not 

permitted in the dumpsters: 

paint, electronics, chemicals, 

yard waste, and batteries. 

     Because this is a city event, 

please bring identification to 

prove you live in the neighbor-

hood.    

     Dumpster Day is again 

coming to the Eastgate Neigh-

borhood. Last year the event 

moved to Fifth Reformed 

Church, where it will be held 

again this year.  

     Due to the pandemic, 

neighbors are again asked to 

remove their own items to the 

dumpsters.  

     Also, when the dumpsters 
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At Fifth Reformed Church beginning at 8am 
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Brouwers Agency Moving 

to New Building 
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     The Brouwers Agency on Breton Road is mov-

ing to a new building...on Breton Road.  

     The insurance agency has been in its location 

at 1801 Breton for more than six years. The move 

will bring the office a little farther south to 1925 

Breton. It should be ready and open for business 

by November 1.    

     The Brouwers Agency has been a good friend 

of the ENA for many years. See its ad on page 11. 



 

 

 

Hi Neighbors, 
 

     This will be the final newsletter 

of the 2021. During the winter sea-

son, the neighborhood events 

slow down. In fact, the ENA board 

does not meet for the months of 

November or December. 

 

     But before we get to winter, we still have an event-

ful fall. Dumpster Day is coming October 9, which is 

one of the most popular events of the entire year. Our 

Annual Meeting at Fifth Reformed Church is ap-

proaching on October 28ðwith free Andreaôs pizza 

provided by the ENA board. The trick-or-treaters will 

be out on Saturday, October 30, the same day as 

Trunk or Treat at Fifth Reformed Church. Information 

about these events appears throughout this newslet-

ter.  
 

     The October annual ENA meeting is required in 

the ENA bylaws. This year we will hear a report from 

our board as well as from the Grand Rapids Police. 

We will also elect new board members. If you are in-

terested in serving, please attend.  
      

     We live in a great place. 

  Jim Rauwerda 

  ENA President          

Halloween Contests  

on Facebook 
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Halloween Yard Decorating Contest: 

Things are going to get spooky in Eastgate! We are 

kicking off the 2021 Halloween Yard Decorating Con-

test. Share 1 post with your pics. The neighbor whose 

post (not individual pics) with the most likes will win 

$50! Please also include the hashtag: 

#enaspooky2021 

 

Pumpkin Decorating Contest: 

Let's get creative! We are kicking off the 2021 Pump-

kin Decorating Contest. Share 1 post with your pics. 

The neighbor whose post (not individual pics) with the 

most likes will win $50! Please use the hashtag: 

#pumpupthevolume 

From the President 
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www.phcrc.org 

243-5638 

Equipping disciples to become neighborsé  

...inviting neighbors to become disciples. 

Sunday service at 10:00am 
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Mentoring at Mulick Park 
 

     You can 

make a dif-

ference in 

the life of a 

child at 

Mulick Park 

Elementary. 

     Join the 

Mulick 

Park Men-

toring Collaborative this year as a mentor for 4th 

and 5th grade students at Mulick Park Elementary 

School. 

     Mentors meet for one hour weekly with students 

to build a friendship-relationship and provide struc-

tured guidance in reading (don't worry - we'll teach 

you how!).   

     To learn more, contact Deborah McCreary, the 

mentoring coordinator by phone (616) 334-9083 or 

email deborah.mccreary1@gmail.com  

     The Collaborative is an effort of 3 area church-

es: Fifth Reformed, Eastminster Presbyterian, 

Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed, as well as 

the Eastgate Neighborhood Association.  

mailto:deborah.mccreary1@gmail.com
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Neighborhood Reminders Gatewatch Advertising 

 

Notice 

ENA 
Annual 

Meeting 
will be  

October 28  

at 7pm.   
 

Free  
Andreaôs Pizza  

 

will be served at 

6:30 pm.  

The meeting  

begins at 7pm 

At Fifth Reformed 

Church 
 

2012 Griggs SE 

This is our last newsletter of 2021. With that, weôd 

like to offer some fall & winter reminders: 

 

F  Y  W  D-O  S ... 
 

The Grand Rapids yard waste site is located at 

2001 Butterworth St. NW. Call 311 for exact 

times. 

 

U   S   G  R ... 
 

Grand Rapids city ordinance prevents residents 

from blowing leaves into the street. The same is 

true of snow. 

 

W  S ... 
 

Grand Rapids also requires residents to clear 

sidewalks. If you have the opportunity, please 

clear the walk for a neighbor, too.  

     Once a year we specifically solicit ads. We ask 

for ads because we want to showcase those who 

support us. Our advertisers are local and we ap-

preciate them.  

     As you look for a realtor or a bank, a dentist or 

a hardware store, consider our advertisers.       

     If you would like to join the next ad cycle in the 

Gatewatch, contact us at Eastgate@gmail.com.  
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Join the ENA 
Once a year we use this Gatewatch 

to ask you to formally join the East-

gate Neighborhood Association. 

Dues are $15; the money goes to 

neighborhood events, funding block 

parties, and providing this newslet-

ter.  

You can join in three ways: 

¶ By mail    
 Eastgate Neighborhood Association 

 C-315 

 1919 Boston St. SE 

 Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
 

¶ In person at the Annual Meeting 
 October 28 at 7pm at  

 Fifth Reformed Church 
 

¶ Electronically on the ENA website 
 Eastgategr.com 

 

When you join the association, 

please indicate if you would like to 

get involved or serve on the board. 
 

Your $15 membership helps make 

the Eastgate Neighborhood a great 

neighborhood. Thank you.  
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The Griggs Street Story... 

     One account says that George Griggs ñdied pen-

niless due to bad investmentsò in 1887.  

     Thus, George and Harriet Griggs do not have the 

historical prominence of early Grand Rapids pio-

neers such as Louis Campau or John Ball. They  

didnôt build the first saw mill or set up a trading post. 

Many city founders have streets named after them 

as an honor. In that sense, Griggs Street is different. 

 

THE STREETôS ORIGIN 
 

     The street that bears the Griggs name would de-

velop along the northern border of George and Har-

riet Griggsôs longtime farm. The area was growing 

and was ready for the east-west road; the Griggsôs 

property line filled that need. Griggs Street grew and 

the Griggs name stuck.  

     One should note that the Griggs we know today 

is a conglomeration of different streets with different 

names. As the city of Grand Rapids annexed new 

THE FUNNY STREET 
 

    Griggs Street in Grand Rapids is a funny street. 

Historically, it originated at Division Avenue andðas 

time passedðit stretched farther east and west. Its 

western limit is Clyde Park Avenue while its eastern 

end seems to be a cul de sac in the Eastgate Neigh-

borhood, although the street actually picks up again 

in Kentwood. 

     Along the way, Griggs stops abruptly at Union 

Avenue. It jogs at Eastern Avenue. It becomes a 

dead end. It has a round-about, cross-walks, and 

speed bumps. It is disrupted by train tracks, an ex-

pressway, and then more train tracks. Just when it 

gets going, it gets interrupted again.   

     Itôs largely a residential street with the requisite 

houses, trees, and sidewalksðalthough there is an 

odd section without sidewalks, too. It does what an 

urban street is supposed to do: it connects a few 

schools, a few businesses, a few churches, and lots 

of homes while bisecting major thoroughfares.   

      

THE STREETôS NAMESAKE 
 

     George Washington Griggs was born in 1816, 

only 40 years after the signing of the Declaration of 

Independence. He migrated to Grand Rapids from 

New Jersey, and by 1862 he and his wife Harriet 

resided just outside the city limits. Grand Rapids in-

corporated as a city in 1850, so George Griggs   

wasnôt among the city founders; rather, he was an 

early landowner of the township to the south. 

     The Griggs farmðlike Eastgateðwas located in 

what was Paris Township. That township has been 

swallowed up by the four municipalities of Grand 

Rapids, East Grand Rapids, Wyoming, and Kent-

wood. Paris Township no longer exists, but the old 

township maps clearly show the Griggs property.  

     Eventually, the farm of George and Harriet Griggs 

would become part of the city of Grand Rapids, just 

like the entire neighborhood of Eastgate would, too.  

     But in 1862 the Griggs farm was on the important 

corner of Burton and Division. The property extend-

ed north from Burton to what is now Griggs Street 

along the east side of Division. The couple owned a 

ñgrand farmhouseò and were known to be generous.  

     George Griggs was prominent in the State Agri-

cultural Society and was associated with what would 

later become Michigan State University.   

The grave stone of George Washington Griggs locat-

ed in Oak Hill Cemetery on Hall Street  



È![H ȶ 

landsðlike Paris Townshipðit unified street names. 

At various points near the turn of the 20th Century, 

the city made significant street name changes, con-

solidating and simplifying them. In 1892, for exam-

ple, roads known as ñBoss Streetò and ñCleveland 

Avenueò were incorporated into Griggs Street.  

     This might explain the inconsistencies of the 

street itself. 

     By 1907 Griggs as a unified street extended east 

for a mile and a half from Division to Eastern Ave-

nue, the city limits at that time.  

           

GRIGGS & EASTGATE 
 

     Regardless of how it happened, Griggs Street 

expanded as the city of Grand Rapids expand-

ed...until it extended all the way to Eastgate. In the 

early 1970s another ñpieceò of Griggs Street 

emerged even farther east in Kentwood; it forms a 

northern border for four residential streets running 

north off Burton east of Calvin University.  

     In the Eastgate area, Griggs is a border street for 

two churches: Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed 

and Fifth Reformed churches. It also borders three 

area schools: Immaculate Heart of Mary, Mulick 

Park Elementary, and Evergreen Christian schools.  

     In addition, Griggs is the street address of ap-

...and More of The Griggs Street Story 

proximately 35 Eastgate homes 

     As a west-to-east line in Eastgate, Griggs would 

form the boundary between Grand Rapids and East 

Grand Rapids. However, Griggs does a funny ma-

neuver here, too. Prior to forming that border, it 

stops at Hutchinson Avenue, jogs south, and starts 

up again, just before it dead ends at 2200 Griggs. 

     Griggs, then, doesnôt serve as the border be-

tween Eastgate and East Grand Rapids; rather the 

backyards of the houses on the north side do.  

 

THE NEXT CHAPTER 
 

     In 2014, this Gatewatch newsletter reported that 

a development was coming to the  property at 2200 

Griggs. The plan for the 7.3 acre site includes a 48 

unit condominium complex for seniors 55 years and 

older.  

   This extension of Griggs Street did not come with-

out oppositionðopposition that included yard signs, 

letter writing campaigns, meetings, a website, media 

coverage, and lawyers. Concerns included in-

creased traffic, construction noise, and loss of wet-

lands.  

    Despite those efforts, the city of Grand Rapids 

approved this plan in 2020. In September of 2021, 

the developer, Mosaic Properties, began ñopening 

upò the Eastgate ter-

minus of Griggs 

Street.  

     The latest mani-

festation of the 

Griggs Street story? 

Griggs will contin-

ueé.to dead end. 

Before it does, how-

ever, it will become a 

private drive to serve 

the new complex  

called Breton Hamlet. 

      

Information for this article came from the Grand Rapids Public 
Library, MIbiz.com, and Mlive.com, historyofgrandrapids.org.  

This photo, taken prior to the development project, shows 

Griggs Street facing east as it dead ends in Eastgate.  

Griggs picks up again in a residential neighborhood in 

Kentwood  for two tenths of a mile. 

2200 Griggs is under construction 

for the development called Breton 

Hamlet  



 

BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 
2003 Burton St. S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
(616) 245-9830 
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Kesslers Diamonds  

Now Open 

     On September 16 Kesslers Diamonds opened 

for business in the South Breton Village shopping 

area. The retail space was formerly occupied by 

Sur la Table. 

     The retail chain was founded in 1980. It now 

has two locations in Michigan and six locations in 

Wisconsin.  

     Kesslers Diamonds is based out of German-

town, Wisconsin.  

JEWELRY SALE 

 

     On Saturday September 11, Ruth Circle hosted 

its first ever fall jewelry sale. It was  a beautiful day 

and the traffic was steady. We had about 15 wom-

en who helped with the sale and helped price, set 

up, and take down.  We were delighted to make 

over $1700 with the proceeds going to two chari-

ties: Kids Food Basket at Feeding America and 

New City Kids.   

     We will be hosting another sale in the spring on 

Saturday, June 4 when the Eastgate Neighborhood 

typically has its garage sale weekend.   

     We always welcome help with the sale and ap-

preciate any donated used jewelry you no longer 

need or want. We accept broken jewelry and even 

single ear rings.  

     Donations are accepted at the church office. 

Questions call Martha Chalmers 616-245-7052  

 

MUSICIANS WANTED 

 

     Eastminster Presbyterian Church is looking to 

add more live music during worship service on Sun-

days at 10:00 am. A lead guitar, a keyboardist and 

a singer are desired two to four times per month. 

Salary is negotiable.   

     Please call 616-334-9083 to speak with Pastor 

Deborah McCreary for more information.  

News From Eastminster 

Presbyterian Church 
{ǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ōȅ 9ŀǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 


