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www.eastgategr.com 
 

Visit Us On Facebook 
 

Join the ENA 

See back page for details 

Or visit our website 

Restaurant Coming to 
Breton Village 

Date for Dumpster Day 
 

Mark your calendar for October 9. 

Look for details on timing and how you can volunteer for 

the event in the September Gatewatch . 

Free Yoga at Mulick Park 
 

See page 6 for more information. 

ENAôs New Look 
 
During the pandemic, the 
ENA board has continued 
with ongoing projects. One 
of these projects was to 
update our branding de-
sign.  
 
While the process took 
longer than we anticipated, 
we are happy with the re-
sults. 
 
You can expect to see up-
dates with anything that 
features the ENA logo. 
 
See page 8 for more. 
information on branding 
redesign initiative. 

clean, fun, and welcoming at-

mosphere while serving fresh, 

upscale food at a friendly price. 

Our goal is to be your neigh-

borhood spot.ò 

     Bobcat Bonnies first 

opened in 2015. The menu at 

each of their locations is slight-

ly different. They do offer a 

brunch on Saturdays and Sun-

days.  

     Bobcat Bonnies is coming 

to Breton Village. The gas-

tropub is part of a five restau-

rant chain that first opened in 

Detroitôs Corktown neighbor-

hood.   

     The mission statement on 

the Bobcat Bonnies website 

explains the restaurant: ñour 

mission is to provide high qual-

ity, inviting service within a 
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Bobcat Bonnieôs will occupy the site  
of the former Houlihanôs  
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In an effort to support small business, Level One Bank 

is hosting food trucks each Friday during the summer. 

There will usually be two food trucks at lunch time 

from 11am-2pm. 

 

The food truck menus and prices can be found on 

their social media. See you there!  

  

July 16: Patty Matters & Kona Ice 

 

July 23: Everyday Chef & Wife 

  

July 30  Street Chef Shaw & Kona Ice 

 

August 6: Pressed in Time & Furniture City 

 

August 13: Roll Call (Getting Fresh) & Kona Ice 

 

August 20: Grilled Greek 

 

August 27: Street Chef Shaw & Kona Ice 

Friday Food Trucks  

at Level One Bank 

Hollywood Comes  

to Eastgate 

     Before its demolition, the house at 2200 Griggs 

became the site of a film project.  

     The film is a psychological thriller called Vroni-

ka. It stars Inbar Lavi of the Netflix show Lucifer 

and Jack Kesy who has appeared in the films 

Deadpool 2 and Baywatch.  

     The film is written and directed by Calvin Col-

lege professor Geert Heetebrij, who is also an 

Eastgate neighbor.       

     A release date has not yet been set.  



From the President 
 

 

     As we emerge from our Corona

-19 cocoons, we see more activi-

ties in the ENA. The three ENA 

churches are all offering in-person 

services. Level One Bank is bring-

ing in food trucks on Fridays, and 

Plymouth Heights Christian Re-

formed Church is offering movie 

nights.  

     In addition, your ENA board is 

again encouraging neighbors to get together to have 

block parties.  See Page 7 for all you need to know 

about them.  

     During the COVID lockdown, the branding and 

communications committee presented the ENA a new 

look. Since then, the webpage has also been rede-

signed and updated. As you no doubt noticed, this 

Gatewatch, too, has an updated appearance. 

     These changes are good and they reflect the vitali-

ty of our neighborhood.  

     In the past, we were happy just to have a newslet-

ter, or a webpage, or a logo. Now, however, we are 

working to integrate a purposeful design into our 

ñENA brand.ò  We are not striving just to have a news-

letter, but we are striving to make the newsletter look 

better and be better. The same is true of much of the 

board work that we do for the ENA. 

 

     We Live in a great place. 

  Jim Rauwerda 

  ENA President 

 

È![H Ȱ 

Itõs Block Party Season! 
The ENA reimburses up to $75 

submit receipts to the ENA at 1919 Boston St. C-315 

нлнм-нлнн 
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www.phcrc.org 

243-5638 

Equipping disciples to become neighborsé  

...inviting neighbors to become disciples. 

Sunday service at 10:00am 
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     Weôve lived in our Eastgate home for more than 

20 years, and heavy rains have often led to water in 

the basement.  

     Currently as we work to finish our basement, we 

thought through some creative options to mitigate 

water. One of the most important is a stone-lined 

ñdry river bedò pulling water away from our house 

via a slight slope in our back yard.  

     At the end of the bed we dug a small two to 

three foot deep retaining pond to collect water, and 

in the bottom of that is another eight to ten feet hole 

dug with a posthole digger.  

     The idea is to get the water through some of the 

clay. It worked beautifully with the recent heavy 

rains we had. 

Most of the time, the river bed and retaining pond 
are dry. Recent heavy rains filled the pond and 
kept the water away from the house  

How Did Your House   

Handle the Heavy Rains? 
By John Morrison 

     The Brouwers Agency, which is a longtime East-

gate neighbor and an advertiser in this Gatewatch, 

is also sponsoring ñMovies in the Parkò at Collins 

Park on Reeds Lake.  

     Bring your own lawn chairs or blankets. The 

movies begin at dusk, but come early for the good 

seats. 

 

Schedule: 
 

 July 16: Sing 
 

 August 20: Aladdin 2019 
 

 August 27:   RayaðThe Last Dragon 

Movies in the Park 
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Mulick Park News Do You Have Foot Pain? 

     Warm air and sunny skies 

bring out shorts and flip flops.  

Until...ouch! Our feet begin to 

hurt.  Although flip flops are easy 

to wear, they can cause havoc to 

our feet.  

     Often poor shoewear can lead to plantar fasciitis, 

which is pain in the bottom of the foot in close prox-

imity to the heel. The plantar fascia will thicken with 

trauma and produce pain. It is often sharp and hin-

ders people from putting full pressure through their 

heel when walking. This can happen to anyone at 

any age! Wearing proper supportive sandals or foot-

wear, stretching the calf muscles and strengthening 

the muscles of the foot can prevent foot or heel pain.  

     If you have foot or heel pain, physical therapy can 

help. Check out the Hulst Jepsen Instagram page for 

examples of foot and ankle exercises.  

By Amanda Seymour 

 

Advance Notice 

ENA 
Annual 

Meeting 
will be  

October 28  

at 7pm.   
 

Free  
Andreaôs Pizza  

 

will be served at 

6:30 pm.  

The meeting  

begins at 7pm 

At Fifth Reformed 

Church 

     Mulick Park is located at 1632 Sylvan Avenue 

and offers free summer activities. 

 

T  S  P   O 
 

     The Mulick Park Splash Pad is now open after 

a year of being closed due to the pandemic.  

     The splash pad is one of 14 operated by the 

city of Grand Rapids and is free of charge.  

Its hours are from 10am - 9pm daily.   

 

F  Y    P 
 

     The Mulick Park offers free yoga classes on 

Monday from now through August 23. The clas-

ses are held from 6 - 6:45 pm and no registration 

is required to attend.    
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     The Eastgate Neighborhood Association board 

has worked hard to create a new branding to better 

represent the neighborhood.  

     The new design offers some features that, while 

they are clearly present, may be subtle.  

     First, the branding committee examined the 

Eastgate Neighborhood. With the sidewalks, the 

mid-century homes and the tree-lined streets, the 

area has a classic ñneighborhoodò feel.   

     Next the committee looked at other logos, noting 

that many neighborhood logos are similar, with 

some sort of variation of a house icon with trees 

and the prevalent use of green.      

     Then we formulated goals. One was to have a 

timeless logo with the word ñEastgateò as the focus. 

Another goal was to have the design somehow rep-

resent Eastgate: what does this design say about 

the neighborhood? Another goal was to have a 

uniqueness, something that is different from other 

neighborhood designs. The committee worked with 

a designer to bring the project to completion.  

     So, what does the design say about Eastgate?  

     The design has a marquee-type font, something 

that might be on a city movie theater from the post-

WWII era. Itôs a strong font that reflects our strong 

neighborhood.  

     While the committee didnôt want to use the let-

ters ENA in the logo, the letters ENA do appear to 

align vertically. Another delightful design element is 

on the right hand side of the logo: a house is       

embedded into the E. The house also duals as an 

arrow pointing east, signaling that our neighborhood 

is always growing and moving towards the future 

together.  

     The committee turned to the color blue as a natu-

ral color of the sky, and that it also represents trust-

worthiness, stability, and peacefulness.  

     Finally, the 

design is distinc-

tive. Itôs not just 

another image 

of roof lines or 

trees. Itôs not 

interchangeable. 

     The commit-

tee wanted a 

design that 

could be versa-

tile and could be 

used for many 

platformsð

including the 

webpage, the 

newsletter, and 

Facebook. The 

design can be 

adjusted such that the words ñneighborhood associ-

ationò appear to the right, or they can be eliminated 

altogether, depending on the need.   

     In the end, the committee is happy with the new 

look for the Eastgate Neighborhood Association. 

 

New Logo for the ENA 



     When the ENA board creat-

ed the new logo, it wanted the 

design to be versatile. While the 

color blue was chosen for a  

variety of reasons, the commit-

tee asked the designer to sub-

mit some seasonal logos.  

     With this in mind, we thought 

weôd give you the opportunity to 

put your own spin on the ENA 

design. You can go in any direc-

tion you want: seasonal, fun, 

quirky, and crazy.    

     Use the image on this page, 

or download a blank one from 

our website. Work can be done 

by hand or digitally.  

     Visit our Facebook page for 

a contest that could net you $50 

in prize money for your interpre-

tations. Hopefully, we see some 

creative designs. Submissions 

become property of the ENA.  

     This contest is open to any-

one who is a resident of the 

ENA, children and adults alike.    

     Contest details will appear 

on the ENA Facebook page. 

Announcing: 

Eastgate Logo 

Contest 
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BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 
2003 Burton St. S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
(616) 245-9830 
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     Friday, July 30 Disney Pixarôs Cars 

     Arrival Start: 8:30pm 

     Movie Start: 9pm 

 

     Friday, August 20 Disneyôs The Lion King (live action) 

     Arrival Start: 8pm 

     Movie Start: 8:30pm 

 
Bring your own chairs and blankets. Popcorn, soda, 

and candy provided. In the case of bad weather or   

for more details, visit www.phcrc.org/movienight.      

Plymouth Heights  

Movie Night 

Sheldon Cleaners Closed 

in Breton Village 

     Earlier this spring the Breton Village location     

of Sheldon Cleaners closed its doors for good. The 

building has an ñavailableò sign in the window. 

     There are two locations nearby Eastgate: one   

at 3000 Breton and the other on Wealthy Street in 

East Grand Rapids.  

     Sheldon first opened its doors in 1949 on Shel-

don Boulevard in downtown Grand Rapids. It cur-

rently operates 17 locations.  

http://www.phcrc.org/movienight
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ENA Webpage Redesign 

     To celebrate our rebranding, the ENA website 

recently received a facelift.  It is now much friendlier 

to mobile devices and features new content includ-

ing information on community gardens and a direc-

tory of local businesses in and around Eastgate.   

     Another major improvement is the addition of 

online payments for annual membership dues:  resi-

dents can now use major credit cards or PayPal to 

send a one-time payment for annual dues or even 

set up recurring payments for even greater conven-

ience.   

     Plans are in place for an online event calendar 

and more.   

     Check out the site at eastgatena.com.  

     During COVID, I thought it would be nice if 

Fifth Reformed Church could do something for the 

Eastgate neighborhood. I wanted to make a space 

where families could get out with the kids and be 

able to distance as needed.  

     Three yards of sand on the north side of the 

shed in the Fifth Reformed Church parking lot 

seemed like a good plan.  

     Question: if I build it will they come? The an-

swer is yes. It has been such a blessing to see 

how much the sand has brought our Eastgate 

families together and created a safe space for all. 

This year we added a picnic table, so Eastgate, 

come and enjoy and live in community.  

Sandbox Comes to  
Fifth Reformed Church 

What a great turnout! The ENA photo contest had 

over 50 participants and over 70 photo entries. Carol 

wins this one with 119 votes and an epic pic of the 

turkey on the roof. The photo also captures a glimpse 

of the moon which adds a value to this wild and      

serene crowd favorite!   

ENA Photo Contest Winner 

By Greg Wilkins 

By Sloth 

By Kris Stott 

http://eastgatena.com
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