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Garage Sale Weekend scheduled 
for Eastgate Neighborhood 
    F    J : T , F , S   J  3, 4, 5 

EASTGATE 

     Like 
everything 
in 2020, 
the real 
estate mar-
ket was 
unpredict-
able and 

full of uncertainty.  
     However, if you had a 
house to sell, you could be 
confident it would sell 
quickly and, most likely, 
with multiple offers.  
     If you were a buyer in 
2020, you became an ex-
pert at writing offers and 

grew tired of hearing 
that you were competing 
with multiple buyers for 

By Kelley Rahilly 
Eastgate Neighbor 

Forty-Five homes sold in 2020  
The average sale price was $244,252 

ðCONTINUED ON PAGE 11 

By Kelley Rahilly 
Eastgate Neighbor 

2020 Real Estate   
        Report 

     After the pandemic cancelled the 
Garage Sale Weekend last year, the 
ENA board agreed to schedule the 
event for 2021.  
     The Eastgate Neighborhood Associ-
ation board will advertise the sales 
throughout the area, but neighbors still 
need to place signs directing traffic to 
individual sales.  
     The sales will be Thursday through 
Saturday on June 3, 4, and 5.  
     If your neighbor is having a sale, 
stop over, browse around, and introduce 
yourself! 
     The board encourages the neighbors 
to maintain pandemic protocols.  

     Sur La Table opened in Breton South Village in 

2016. It closed in 2020 when the Seattle-based retail-

er declared bankruptcy. The restaurant Houlihanôs 

experienced a similar fate. Read more about the other 

closures and changes at Breton Village on page 12.  

Five Businesses Out 
at Breton Village 
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#9pm Routine 

     With continued car larceny and stolen vehicles, the city of 
Grand Rapids is working with Silent Observer to help promote 
#9pm Routine. We in the Eastgate Neighborhood support this 
initiative. The following information comes from Silent Observ-
er and the city. 
 

To address this issue and help prevent additional larce-
nies, we have joined the #9PMRoutine campaign. This 
national initiative ð used by dozens of law enforcement 
agencies across the U.S. ð helps community members 
remember to take simple measures at 9 p.m. each night to 
keep their possessions safe.  
     Taking time to set an alarm on your phone can be an 
easy and effective way to get you into the habit of locking 
up your personal belongings every day. 
     Accidents certainly happen ð we all forget to lock the 
door sometimes, but letôs work together to help bring 
down the number of incidents.   
 

Here are some good #9PMRoutine Tips: 
  
1. Bring In: Remove all valuable items from your yard 
and car and store them inside your house or garage. This 
includes: 
¶ Bikes and toys 
¶ Pool accessories 
¶ Yard equipment 
¶ Power tools 
¶ At a minimum, items left in your vehicle should 
be out of sight. (Preferably taken inside or placed 
in your trunk.) 

 

2. Lock Up: Locked doors are the No. 1 deterrent of theft. 
Make a point to secure the following items as part of your 
nighttime routine: 
¶ All exterior home doors 
¶ Garage 
¶ Vehicle 
¶ Shed 
 

3. Turn On: Ensure the following items are turned on 
before you go to bed: 
¶ Exterior house lights 
¶ Garage lights 
¶ Alarm systems 
¶ Security cameras 
 

4. Other steps you can take include: 
¶ Keeping track of the serial numbers on your elec-
tronics, bikes, jewelry and other valuable items to 
help detectives track down stolen valuables 
through databases. 

¶ Keeping a spare car key fob near your bed to turn 
on the alarm and scare off potential thieves when 
you suspect criminal activity. 

     During the night of April 7, a man tried to enter two 
homes on Chamberlain. Police were able to apprehend 
him. 
     According to Grand Rapids Police, the man was very 
intoxicated and ñwas in the wrong place at the wrong 
time.ò 
     The man had an alleged altercation at a home in Kent-
wood, left that home, andðin his intoxicated stateð
believed he had returned. Unfortunately for Eastgate 
Neighbors, appeared on Chamberlain Road.   
     In the early morning hours he was banging on the 
door demanding entry.  
     The Grand Rapids Police arrived within 50 seconds of 
the 911 call being placed. They apprehended the man. 
The next morning, a neighbor in an adjacent home found 
a hand gun in his yard, that was presumably part of the 
previous nightôs altercation. 
     The man is now formally charged with crimes in both 
Kentwood and in Grand Rapids.  
     Neighbors kept vigilant through the ENA facebook 
page, posting home security videos, images, and updates.      
     Captain John Bylsma of the Grand Rapids Police was 
very impressed with the neighbors who were victimized, 
saying, ñThey did the right thing. They locked their 
doors and did not open them and immediately called the 
police. That is the exact right thing to do.ò 
     Through the ENA Facebook page, neighbors asked 
for meeting with the Grand Rapids Police. The ENA 
board set up a meeting in the Eastminster Presbytrian 
Church Parking lot with theee responding officers.   
     Julie Niemchick of GRPD Crime Prevention com-
mented on the ENA Facebook Page: ñI want to first com-
mend your community on the great way you worked 
through this horrific incident.  Secondly, GRPD was able 
to make an arrest of the suspect because of your excellent 
networking and assistance given to the officers.ò 

Bring In, Lock Up, and Turn On 

 

ENA Crime Report 
Incident on Chamberlain  

causes alarm 

The handgun that was found on Chamberlain 
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ANDREAôS PIZZA 

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM 

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM 

Family owned since 1969 
Fast Delivery Available          
for Lunch and Dinner 

 

241-5446 
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM 
Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM 

 

 

 

1700 Woodward 
247-0433 

A Christian Outreach Program of  
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH 

a place to be young, a place to belong 

 

Classes available for 3-year-olds,  
4-year-olds and Young 5's   
 
Check our website for more details: 
eastminsterkids.org 
 
Email us at eastminsterkidsgr.com 

2020-2021 

Specializing in builderôs and decorative hardware 

1500 Kalamazoo Avenue 
616.241.2655 

M-F 7am-6pm 
S 7:30 amï4:30pm 

www.modernhardware.com 

THE BACK PAGE 
 

     I would like to encourage 
you to take a look at the back 
page of this newsletter. It stays 
pretty much the same for every 
issue, so itôs easy to skip past 
it.  
     But for one single page, it 
has a ton of information.  
     If anything, please know 
that the information about the ENA and how to con-
tact us is there. We also put the vital police phone 
numbers there, and you can find information about 
block parties and Crimemapping.com. This infor-
mation is in every issue that we print.  
     I, as your president, might encourage you to cata-
logue all the Gatewatches you ever receive so you 
have a complete record of events here. You, howev-
er, might take the shortcut and hang this back page 
on the inside of your kitchen cupboard.  
     And, if you donôt hang this page in your cup-
board, weôll print it again in the next issue.  
 
CRIMEMAPPING.COM 
 

     Iôd also like to make a plug for Crime-
mapping.com. This website shows the reported 
crime for the city of Grand Rapids. You do NOT 
need to register, make a password, or give any infor-
mation. All you need to do is enter the name of the 
city, and you can zoom in on our ENA streets and 
neighborhood.  
     Crimemapping.com offers the most up-to-date 
information as recorded by the Grand Rapids Police 
Department. The site also offers a way to get alerts 
sent directly to you via text or email. It is instanta-
neous and electronic. 
     Note that many neighboring communities, in-
cluding East Grand Rapids, do not participate with 
Crimemapping. In addition, there are times when 
the site isnôt accurate in terms of how crimes are 
coded and published. Still, itôs an excellent resource.  
     As of the time of this printing, the only reported 
crime in the past two weeks within the ENA bound-
aries was the breaking an entering event mentioned 
on page two.  
 
     Thanks to all of the ENA neighbors who show 
care and concern for each other in various ways.  
 
     We live in a great place.   
  Jim Rauwerda 
  ENA President 

 

ENA Presidentôs 
Report  

http://eastminsterkids.org
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IF YOU NOTICE  
UNUSUAL  
BEHAVIOR 

 

Or think the police  
should be aware  
of something 

 
CALL THEM AT THE  
NON-EMERGENCY  
PHONE NUMBER: 

 

456-3403 

ENA Events Report Free Yard Waste Dump 

The city of Grand Rapids offers a FREE dump site 
for yard waste. Its hours are from 9am-5pm. The 
site is now open. Make sure you have your identi-
fication to prove you live in the city and that you 
donôt haul any waste in plastic bags since plastic is 
not allowed. Questions? Call 311 or go to the 
cityôs website.   

The cityôs yard waste site is open from 9-6, even 
though this sign says differently 

Many of the events that Eastgate neighbors have come to 
enjoy remain cancelled for the safety of our neighborhood.  
¶ The Easter Egg Hunts at both Beacon Hill at Eastgate 
and Fifth Reformed Church were cancelled.  

¶ The spring event at Eastminster Presbyterian Church 
that includes a bike repair, a jewelry sale and hotdogs 
is on hold.   

¶ The summer concert series hosted by the Beacon Hill 
Foundation is also cancelled 

 
A few events are scheduled for this summer, however, and 
will occur as they have in the past 
¶ The ENA Garage sale weekend will be held June 3-5 
¶ The ENA Dumpster Day will occur, although the 
neighborhood board is still working with the city to 
procure a date. 

¶ Level One Bank is hosting ñFood Truck Fridays.ò  See 
page 8 for details.      

 

,ÉÇÈÔ 
5Ð Ǫ 
,ÏÃË 
/ÕÔ 
4ÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÏÎ ,ÉÇÈÔÓ 
ÁÎÄ ,ÏÃËÉÎÇ 

$ÏÏÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÐÒÏÖÅÎ 
ÃÒÉÍÅ ÄÅÔÅÒÒÅÎÔÓȢ  
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Century 

Food & 

Liquor  

Stop in for all your  
convenience store needs   

Located on Boston Street  

in the heart of the Eastgate Neighborhood  

OTTAWA HILLS BRANCH  
LIBRARY HOURS 

 

         T 10 - 6      W 12 - 8      Th-Sat 10 - 6 

Salon 
Eastgatestyle.com 
Facebook 

Walk-ins Welcome 

east gate 

Appointments Available   

2020 Boston St. SE   
Grand Rapids, MI 

Thank You 
 Level One Bank 

     The Eastgate Neighborhood Association board 
often has ñofficeò needs, and we often turn to 
Level One Bank. Most often, we turn to them 
when we have printing needs. 
     In addition, Level One is bringing in food 
trucks on Fridays to offer a respite during these 
Covid-19 times. Thanks, Level One! 

How to Recycle this issue 
of the Gatewatch 

     The real estate article on the front page of this 
issue tells us that 45 homes sold in 2020...thatôs at 
least 45 new neighbors.    
     Some of these newcomers may not even know 
they live in the Eastgate Neighborhood.  
     So, use the Gatewatch as an excuse to break the 
ice. Take this copy over to them. It has all the in-
formation you need, but it also has all the infor-
mation that a new neighbor would need, too. 

Bring it as a welcome gift to new neighbors. 
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Menôs Haircuts   
Kidôs Cut            
Face Shave          
Mustache/Beard    

616-243-0345 

Appointments Available ǅ Walk-ins Welcome         . 

Mon-Fri 8am-7pm 
Sat 8am-2pm 

18 
14 
20 
  5 

Eastgatestyle.com 
Facebook 

2020 Boston St. SE  Grand Rapids, MI 

Griggs Development 
Will Proceed 

     As of 2008, Eastgate Neighborhood boasted an airfield 
with the designation of MI30. Very few neighborhoods in 
Grand Rapids can make a claim like that. 
     The designation on the map comes from Metro Heath 
Hospital, which was formerly located where Beacon Hill at 
Eastgate now stands. By 2008, this map was already out-
dated. 
     In the late 1990s, the hospital had an aero med service 
that utilized the helipad. Neighbors all around could hear 
the sound of the helicopters, no matter what time they ar-
rived or departed.   
     Now, twelve years later the helipad is a relic of an old 
map, with no physical evidence that it ever existed.  
     One offshoot of this particular air field is its direct influ-
ence on the ENA. Neighbors banded together to create this 
association in 1992, and one of the goals was to work with 
the hospital regarding noise related to the helicopters. 
  
          photo from www.airports-worldwide.com 

 

Kidder Air Field  
and the ENA 

Reedôs Lake 

Kidder Field 
in Eastgate 

     Moasic Properties, the developer of the 2200 Griggs 
site, received permission from the City of Grand Rapids to 
proceed with the project called Breton Hamlet.  
     The seven acre site will become home to a condomini-
um complex with 48 units aimed at retirees.  
     As reported by previous issues of this Gatewatchðas 
well as local media outletsðmany neighbors were opposed 
to this project for a variety of reasons, including traffic, 
density, and the loss of wetlands.  
     The parcel is located within the Eastgate Neighborhood 
in the city of Grand Rapids. The development will be ac-
cessed by Griggs, and will abut the homes located on     
Elliott Street. It also borders homes in the city of East 
Grand Rapids.   
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Food Trucks 2021  
In an effort to support small business, Level One Bank is hosting food trucks each Friday 
throughout the summer. There will usually be two food trucks every Friday. 
 
The food truck menus and prices can be found on their social media. See you this summer!  
 
June 4:  Falafel Truck (Dan Monselise dmonselise@gmail.com & 917-295-2308)   
  Kona Ice 
 
June 11: Street Chef Shaw & Ice Box Brands 
  Ollies Donuts from 9-10:45 AM 
 
June 18: Crepes by the Lakes & Kona Ice 
  Ollies Donuts from 9-10:45 AM 
 
June 25: Patty Matters & Furniture City 
 
July 2:  Grilled Greek & Kona Ice 
 
July 9:  Pressed in Time  
 
July 16:  Patty Matters & Kona Ice 
 
July 23:  Everyday Chef & Wife 
  
July 30  Street Chef Shaw & Kona Ice 
 
August 6: Pressed in Time & Furniture City 
 
August 13: Roll Call (Getting Fresh) & Kona Ice 
 
August 20: Grilled Greek 
 
August 27: Street Chef Shaw & Kona Ice 

Construction Continues  
at Beacon Hill  

     The construction continues at Beacon Hill as the 
Vista take shape. The three story, 26 apartments 
complex will fill the 1.6 acre site of the former medi-
cal office building.  
     Services at the Vistas will complement the ser-
vices at Beacon Hill; it will even have a movie thea-
ter. 
     In late March, Rockford Construction began con-
struction on the pedestrian bridge that will connect 
the Vistas to the existing building. 

Friday Food Trucks coming to  
Level One Parking Lot 

Construction on the Vistas at Beacon Hill 

mailto:dmonselise@gmail.com
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www.phcrc.org 
243-5638 

Equipping disciples to become neighborsé  
...inviting neighbors to become disciples. 

Sunday service at 10:00am 
1800 Plymouth Ave. 

ENA Calendar of Events 

April 
Gatewatch Delivery  
 

May 
    20 ENA  Board Meeting 7pm  Location: zoom. All 
 interested neighbors who would like to attend  
 can email the ENA board for a zoom link on the  
 Monday prior to the meeting:  
 eastgategr@gmail.com 
 

June 
  3,4,5  ENA Garage Sale Weekend    

     The Grand Rapids Press reported in February that 
Grand Rapids Public Schools experienced a ñmassive 
hit to student enrollment.ò The system lost 830 stu-
dents, which is a 5% decline. The enrollment count in 
the fall tallied 14,509 students, down from 15,342.  
     School administrators are attributing the decline to 
the online classes associated with the coronavirus pan-
demic. The district is working hard at re-connecting 
with families and students who left.  
     In the MLive report, the district spokesperson says 
that the decline in students will result in a one million 
dollar impact on the budget.   
     There was no mention of student enrollment by 
individual schools, and the district did not know ex-
actly how it would make up the shortfall in the budget. 
 

Information from MLive Dec. 6, 2020  updated   

Major Enrollment  
Drop at GRPS 
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   In and Around the óGate 

Winter in 
Eastgate 

A high quality Eastgate snow fort 

Snow cat on Boston Street 

Smiling snow face on Hutchinson 

Santa making a socially distanced 
appearance on Woodward 
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the same house.  
     Even in a low inventory market and a global pan-
demic, there were 45 homes that sold in Eastgate. 
This is the most homes sold in one year, in our 
neighborhood, since 2015. Welcome, new neighbors! 
 
Fun Facts about the 2020 Real Estate Market in   
Eastgate: 
*45 homes sold in 2020. 
*The high sale price was $350,000.  
*The low sale price was $192,000. 
*The average sale price was $244,252.  
*The median sale price was $240,000.  
 
*26 homes sold over list price. 
*11 homes sold 10-20k over list price. 
*4 homes sold 20-25k over list price. 
*1 home sold 35-40k over list price.  
 
*5 homes sold at list price. 
 
*14 homes under list price. 
*2 homes sold 40-50k below list price. 
*1 home sold 20-25k below list price. 
*7 homes sold 10-20k below list price.  

Real Estate Report  
Continued from Page 1 

The Eastgate Neighborhood welcomed a new 
sign into the neighborhood this winter with this 
new look from Fifth Reformed Church. 

 
The average number of days on the market before the 
seller accepted an offer was 14.  
The month of May saw the most homes go under con-
tract. Nine homes had pending sales in May.  
*6 transactions were cash financing. 
*37 transactions were conventional financing. 
*1 transaction was FHA financing. 
*1 transaction was VA financing. 
*9 transactions included seller contributions to the 
buyerôs closings costs. 
 
It is impossible to predict what will happen with real 
estate in 2021. But, based on conversations with 
mortgage lenders and real estate industry leaders, the 
general consensus is that interest rates and inventory 
will stay low which means the housing market will be 
similar to 2020.  
 
Please call if you would like up-to-date market infor-
mation or have any real estate related questions. I am 
always happy to help!  
 
Kelley Rahilly has lived in the Eastgate Neighborhood for 
19 years. She is an Associate Broker at RE/MAX of Grand 
Rapids. You can reach her at 616-706-6439 or kelleyra-
hilly@gmail.com 
 
*All data and statistics are based on information from 
GRAR (Greater Regional Alliance of Realtors). 

Six Spring Jobs for 
Every Homeowner 

1. Clean the gutters. The 
rains will come, and no 
one wants that water in 
the basement. 

2. Change furnace filters.  
3. Trim all trees and bushes that touch 
the house. 

4. Inspect the roof, siding, windows, and 
foundation for signs of wear. 

5. See #4 above. Repair where necessary. 
6. Fire up the grill and enjoy. 
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Breton Village Business News 

     JB and Me closed its Breton Village Location ear-
lier this spring. The signage was removed and retail 
spot is listed as available. The local womenôs cloth-
ing retailer still maintains a location in Holland.  

JB & Me Now Closed; 
 Site Vacant 

The Omelette Shoppe joins Houlihanôs as the second Breton Village restaurant to close its doors permanent-
ly within a year. The restaurant is one of 17 eateries operated by Restaurant Partners Management, five of 
which are located in the Traverse City area. The Omelette Shoppe first opened in Traverse City in 1975; an-
other Omelette Shoppe is located at 545 Michigan Street SE. 

Omelette Shoppe Closed Breton Village Location 


