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oo Piano Cottage Moves to Eastgate

Vol. XVI No. 1

The music studio occupies the space next to Andrea’s Pizza

Visit our website The Eastgate Neighborhood
www.eastgategr.com is excited to welcome our new
neighbor: The Piano Cottage!

Located in the heart of the
neighborhood, the Piano Cottage
occupies the building adjacent to
Andrea’s Pizza, space that was
Join the ENA formerly used as an office by
See back page for details || Metro Health Hospital.

Owners Wright and Jody
. . McCargar remodeled the space
Visit to include 8 private instruction
us on studios and an open “stage area”
Facebook for group rehearsals.

“This is a great place and we instructing music students for sq. ft. cottage behind their
are excited to be part of this 25 years, and have called them- home. In time, they added in-
neighborhood,” Jody said. selves The Piano Cottage for 8.  structors, and now have three

The MacCargars have been The studio grew from a 400 —CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

New Owner at 2015 Real Estate
Eastgate Salon Report 3.5

Email us at
eastgategr@gmail.com

The Piano Cottage opened on Boston Street on January 1

Search Eastgate
Neighborhood Association
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It’s almost an hon- ' . 2%

Forty-two homes sold in 2014.
The average sale price was $135,113

or to be here. This
place has been here
so long and everyone
knows each other.”

Kelley Rahilly is an asso-

The real estate mar- ciate broker for Green-
ket in the Eastgate | idge Realty. She has
neighborhood contin- |lived in the Eastgate
ues to improve. Neighborhood — for 11

This good news is |years and been a realtor
due to low interest |for 17 years. She can be
rates, low inventory, a reached at 706-6439 or

Early in January, Carol there’s a new boss,” she said. | reduced number of |<elleyrahilly@gmail.com
Whgeler sold the Easgate The Salon was first | short sales and foreclosures, Good things are happening
Styling Salon and Barber opened by Dave Bouwman in | anticipated redevelopment of around us!

Shop to one of her employ- 1963. He sold it to Carol, | the MAC (Breton and Burton), Forty-two homes sold in

—Segile Conway
NEW OWNER OF
EASTGATE SALON

ees, Sigile Conway. who was one of his employ- | retail growth of Breton Village, 2014. The average sale price
.Aftef 20 years of OWNET-  ees at the time. anticipated expansion of Bea- was $135,113. Again, we saw
ship, Carol says that it was Sigile, who has worked at | con Hill, possible new housing a wide range of sale prices in

the righ"u time for her to sell, * Eastgate for 3 years, already | development north of Elliott 2014. The lowest sale price
but she’ll still be a.round 3 has new chairs in the salon, Street, and the purchase of was $50,000 (a foreclosure)
days a week to cut hair. and plans on enhancing some  Shawnee Park School by Grand and the highest sale price was

“I plan to hang around, but . .
P g __CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 Rapids Christian Schools.

—CONTINUED ON PAGE 6



THE P1ANO COTTAGE
—FROM PAGE 1

locations.

It offers music instruction
in a variety of forms, from
private instrumental lessons,
group classes, and chorus. It
has 14 instructors and nearly
300 students of all ages and

— all

It has 14 levels.

instructors and . “?
urs

nearly 300 4o

Students seams
with

hundreds of students.” Jody
said.

Students of the Piano Cot-
tage won the “Grand Rapids
Got Talent” contest, and were
the opening act for the New
Years Eve Ball Drop in
downtown Grand Rapids.

Currently the studio has
openings in guitar, ukulele,
banjo, and adult voice.

The ENA welcomes to the
Piano Cottage to the neigh-
borhood!

Annual
Meeting
Highlights

The Eastgate Neighbor-
hood Association hosted its
25th annual meeting on
October 16, 2014, at Bea-
con Hill at Eastgate.

Over fifty people attend-
ed to hear the report from
ENA  president  Shana
Shroll, the report from the
neighborhood officers, and
to voice questions and com-
ments about the neighbor-
hood.

Officer Maycroft en-
couraged vigilance, locking
doors, and “knowing your
neighbors.”

“The amount of crime in
this community is a mere
fraction of most,” he said.

More information about
the meeting is in Shana’s
column on page 3.

Interested In Some
Garden Space?

W%ﬁ{@k

at BEACON

HILL

Space is available at Fifth Reformed Church

The Community Garden
space at Beacon Hill and
Fifth Reformed Church
were tremendously popular
last year.

The garden space at
Beacon Hill is completely
full. However, there is still

GRFCU Merges with
Michigan First

A work crew changed the sign at Grand Rapids Family
Credit Union as the financial institution merged with
Michigan First Credit Union. The branch is also planning an

interior remodel.

On January 1, Grand
Rapids Family Credit Union
changed names to Michigan
First Credit Union. The
change is a result of a mer-
ger between the two institu-
tions.

The local branch on
Breton will be remodeled,
providing office space for
financial personnel, space
for ATMs, updated teller
counters, and a lower level
meeting room.

CENTURY

FOOD & LIQUOR

space available at Fifth
Reformed Church.
Neighbors interested in
securing a plot for this
spring are encouraged to
contact ENA board mem-
ber Greg Wilkins at gwil-
kins@fifthrc.org.

Stop in for all your

convenience store needs

LOCATED ON BOSTON STREET
IN THE HEART OF THE
EASTGATE NEIGHBORHOOD
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From the President

Happy New Year!
The Eastgate Neighborhood
Association is gearing up
for a productive 2015. Your
board has been hard at work
already this year planning
our annual events: Garage
Sale Days, Dumpster Day,
the Ice Cream Social, the
Eastgate 5K, Trunk or Treat
and more. Be sure to check our website,
www.eastgategr.com for details on dates and loca-
tions, or find us on Facebook. Details and dates
for all of our board meetings and annual meetings
are also found on both pages.

Speaking of our annual meeting, thanks to Bea-
con Hill at Eastgate for hosting us back in October,
and to Lt. Mike Maycroft and Officer Ross Van-
denBerg for their great presentations on crime pre-
vention in the community! More than fifty neigh-
bors attended the event. Congratulations also to
our newly reelected board members, Chris
Nienhuis, Terri Mawhnney, Paula Englin and Jon
Chitwood. Thanks to all of our board members for
their help throughout the year to make our neigh-
borhood one in which we can all be proud.

In between annual updates from our community
officers, www.crime-mapping.com is a great re-
source. This innovative tool allows you to see exact-
ly where and what kind of crimes are happening
right in our neighborhood. You can even sign up
for crime alerts to be immediately updated if a
crime happens nearby. Of course, our Facebook
group is another great avenue to stay up to date on
crimes - as well as other events and happenings,
like lost pets and requests to borrow tools or help
shoveling sidewalks.

—Shana Shroll, ENA President

Rhea Lana's’

The Nation’s Premier Children’s Consignment Event Venue™

Greater Grand Rapids Event

march 5°19
RIDGEMOOR CENTER STRIP MALL
2935 28TH STREET
(BY QDOBA)

kerry@rhealana.com
616.485.6919

rhealana’com

www.greenridge.com/kelley.rahilly

Kelley Rahilly
kelleyrahilly@gmail.com
616-706-6439

iy /

[
GREENRIDGE

Resident of, and Realtor for, Realty, Inc.

the Eastgate Neighborhood

M-F 7am-6pm 1500 Kalamazoo Avenue
S 7:30 am —4:30pm 616.241.2655

-~ J

Specializing in builder’s and decorative hardware
www.modernhardware.com

ANDREA’S PIZZA

Family owned since 1969
‘ -) Fast Delivery Available
for Lunch and Dinner

LUNCH HOURS: Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM

241-5446 sunday 12PM109PM

2014/2015 Classes

3YearOld M/W  10:15-12:45
3YearOld T/Th 8:30-11:00
Young 4’s  T/Th/F 10:15-12:45
4Year Old M/W/F 8:30-11:00
4 Year Old M-Th 1:00-3:30
Young 5’s  M-Th 1:00-3:30

a place to be young, a place to belong

1700 Woodward A Christian Outreach Program of
247-0433 EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH

Styling Salon

OPEN MON.-SAT.
Call for an Appointment

245-2339
Barber Shop
243-0345

MEN » WOMEN « CHILDREN
Appointments Available
Walk-ins Welcome

2020 Boston S.E.

Mon.-Fri, 800 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Winter Saturdays 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m,
Summer Saturdays 8:00 a.m.-1:00 pm.



http://www.eastgategr.com
http://www.crimemapping.com

In Short...

Breton Auto Wash is adding a new bay for automotive
detailing. It is open during the construction, which
should be completed later this year.

o Last fall the city of Grand Rapids denied an egress from
Breton for a residential development on the wooded
property between Griggs and Elliott. Mosaic Proper-
ties has delayed the project until 2016.

o When Beacon Hill expands, it will also be expanding its
community garden. Stay tuned.

o Eastgate has a presence on the web! Visit our website
at Eastgategr.com and stay connected with your neigh-
bors on our Facebook page.

o Thanks for keeping your sidewalks shoveled! If you
have the ability to help neighbors who do not shovel
their own walks, please lend a helping hand.

e On October 1, 2014, MLive reported that Standard
Lumber on Kalamazoo Avenue sold to US LBM Hold-
ings. The 110 year-old company had been owned by the
Rottschafer family for generations.

o The ENA hopes to host a dumpster day event again this
year, but the event is contingent on funding from the
city. We’ll will keep you posted.

o Inour last issue of the “Gatewatch” we included an
envelope for you to remit 815 for your ENA yearly mem-
bership. If you haven’t joined yet, please see page 8.

o Many ENA summer dates have been set, including the
garage sale weekend (May 28-30) and the Eastgate 5K
(September 17). See page 7 for the calendar of events.

o On February 5 MLive reported that a “modern furni-
ture retailer” will open in the new building at Breton
Village. The store, West Elm, is based out of Brooklyn
and is expected to open later this year.

o Featz, a hot dog eatery located in Breton Village,
closed last fall (since our last publication). The note on
the door says it will open in a new location.

Eastgate Christmas
Lights Winner

and the winner was...

Chris Burri &
Billy Harrison
on Woodward!

Congratulations to
Chris Burri and |
Billy Harrison for
winning the Face-
book  Christmas
lights contest!

They won a
$100 gift card to Merrill Shoes. Thanks to all who participat-
ed in our second Christmas lights event. We look forward to
doing it again next year.

Beacon Hill to Break
Ground in June

The building expansion
at Beacon Hill at Eastgate
has city approval, and
ground breaking is planned for June.

The expansion at the retirement facility includes 56 apart-
ment homes, a restaurant, a 250 seat auditorium, and a cause-
way that connects the independent living facility to the con-
tinuing care center.

The Project is expected
to take 17 months to

TPC

The Piano Cottage

Exceptional Music Instruction

2010 Boston Street
616.334.7258
www.thepianocottagegr.com

THE.PIANO COTTAGS STUDIS, LLC

Michigan Athletic Club has been turned into a huge
mountain of rubble. Fresh Thyme Market is plan-
ning to locate in that retail development




Reformed
Church

Growing Disciples
Who Make Disciples

Sunday Worship 10:00am

2012 Griggs St SE
www.fifthrc.org / 616.245.9247

Garage Sale Weekend
May 28-30

The ENAis | EA ST@/ATI'E
once again
hosting a NEICHBORMOOD
neighborhood | SALES-
garage sale | 1
weekend! - T

The ENA board just approved the purchase
of some new garage sale signs, so you can ex-
pect new signs to guide prospective customers
into the neighborhood, but you’ll still need
your own sign pointing to your specific garage.

We’ll also provide the advertisement in the
newspaper and on craigslist.

Garage sales are a great way to get rid of
some junk, make some extra money, and meet
your great neighbors.

VANDEN BOUT

LAWN MAINTENANCE, INC.

Snow Plowing?
One Time Clean Up?
Yard Work?

Call Ken: 437-7987

. Spring Clean Up

« Gutter Cleaning

. Lawn Maintenance
« Pruning

. Bark

. Fertilizing

. Snow Plowing

KEN VANDEN BOUT
(616) 437-7987 cell

(616) 868-LAWN 7154 Morse Lake Ave

Alto, M1 49302

Come for a visit.

ASTMINSTER
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
i Worship Service 10:00 a.m. Sunday Mornings T

Rev. Ann Conklin, Pastor

247-8833

1700 Woodward SE
2 blocks East of Plymouth, 1 block South of Boston

www.eastminstergr.org

Friend us on Facebook
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REAL ESTATE
REPORT—FROM PAGE 1

$235,000.

The house that sold at
$235,000 was on the market
for 3 days and was listed at
$224,900. This type of sce-
nario was common last
summer. Many houses sold
quickly—with multiple of-
fers over the list price —due
to the low inventory of
available homes.

While the numbers look
good on paper, selling a
house still boils down to

location, condition, and
price. Our location, as dis-
cussed, is experiencing pos-
itive changes.

The condition of your
home is the one thing you
can control. Take the time
now to do the little projects
around the house so when/if
you decide to sell you will
be ready.

The homes that sell
quickly and for top dollar
are clean, nicely landscaped,
updated, de-cluttered, and
priced according to the
competition and months of

' | thisis the life.

B E AC

This is a place of laughter, a place
of comfort, a place to be nourished.
J With good coffee and good friends, l

Exciting times are on the horizon
at Beacon Hill ... we're expanding!

|

i

i Call today to make Beacon Hill part

‘ of your future (616) 426-2766. f

AT

" — g
. . - .

¢

1919 BosToN STREET SE
GRAND RAPIDS, Ml 49506
(616) 426-2766 * BEaAcoNHILLGR.oRraG

available inventory.
2015 should be another

AVERAGE
SoLD SALE PRICE

HOMES

ood year for Eastgate!
%all, tgxt or email ifgyou $107,889
have any specific real estate 52 $106,519
questions.
—Kelley Rahilly 43 | $130,791
42 $135,113

EASTGATE SALON —FROM PAGE 1

of the interior, but you can expect the same great service
from all the same employees and stylists.

“It’s almost an honor to be here,” Segile said. “This
place has been here so long and everyone knows each oth-
er.”

So stop in and say “hi” to the new boss!

BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL
2003 Burton St. S.E.
Grand Rapids, Ml 49506

/<. PLYMOUTH HEIGHTS

Christian Reformed Church

Equipping disciples to become neighbors...
...inviting neighbors to become disciples.

1800 Plymouth Rd

Sunday services at 10:00 and 5:30

www.phcrc.org
243-5638




Free Concert!

Kat Trio to Perform
at Eastminster

Monday March 23 at 7 pm
1700 Woodward Ave SE

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
is offering a free concert by the Kat
Trio.

The recital begins at 7:00 p.m.
and will feature classical pieces,
hymns and inspirational songs, as
well as unique Kat Trio arrange-
ments of American standards.

The violin-clarinet-piano ensem-
ble from Ekaterinburg, Russia,
formed in May 1998.

The concert will showcase Rus-
sian arrangements and transposi-

DO
YOU

MAKE

CHILI?

NO?
OK..THEN COME EAT!

PLYMOUTH HEIGHTS
HIGH ScHooL YOUTH GROUP

FUND RAISER

Calendar 2014

More events will fill this calendar as
soon as plans are finalized. Stay tuned!

February
Gatewatch Delivery
March
18 Chili Cook-Off at Plymouth Heights 5:30-7
21 ENA Board Meeting at Eastminster 7pm
23 Kat Concert at Eastminster 7pm
May
Gatewatch Delivery
30 Ice Cream Social. Eastminster
28—30 Garage Sale Days
July
Gatewatch Delivery
16 ENA Board Meeting.
Beacon Hill 7:00 pm
September
17 ENA Board Meeting.

tions of timeless melodies, featur-
ing classical works, well-known
inspirational songs, and even Amer-
ican pop standards, including Scott
Joplin’s rags.

Join us for an evening of music

Chili Cook-Off
Wednesday, March 18
9:30pm-7pm

Dinner is by donation

17 Eastgate 5k Race Walk
October
Gatewatch Delivery
15 ENA Annual Meeting at Beacon Hill 7pm
31 Trunk or Treat at Fifth Reformed
Church

with a truly unique group of musi-
cians!
Stick around afterwards to meet

eeeeeeeeeeeee

December
ENA Christmas Lights Contest on Facebook

the Trio and enjoy refreshments!

PHONE DIRECTORY

Abandoned car in the street................... 456-3310
Loose/loud animals........ccc...cccevrmrnmcnnnns 336-3210
Pothole problems...........ccccceeemunnnnnnnnnnnns 456-4670
Garbage collection.............cccciiniiiiiiinnnns 456-3232
Garbage, long grass, weed complaints...456-3053
Police (non-emergency)...ccccerrerrrrrrrernnes 456-3403
Street light out............ccvviiiiiiiinnnnninnnns 456-3281
Street closing request for block party.....456-3066
Street sign question...........ccccceiiiinnnnnns 456-3066
Join us

on facebook

Search
Eastgate Neighborhood Association
and be part of the discussion.

Trunk or Treat

Fifth Reformed church again hosted our
“Trunk or Treat” event. With the inclement
weather, the activities were moved inside. The
ENA board would like to thank Fifth Reformed
for its hospitality...Thanks!

Garage Sale Weekend

The ENA board set May 28-30 as Garage Sale
Weekend. We always need help; email us at

Eastgategr@gmail.com

Eastgate Sk Race/Walk

Mark your calendars: the Eastgate 5k Race/
Walk dates have been set for September 17. We
are looking for participation from the ENA! It’s a
great event and a great cause!
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eastgate

Name(s):

Address:

Email:

O New Member
O Renewing Member
O Yes! | would like to serve on the ENA Board

O Return this form with annual dues of $15 to:

ENA c/o Jonathan Chitwood, Treasurer
1627 Woodward
Grand Rapids, Ml

p—

gateuatch

2013 BOARD

Shana Shroll, PRESIDENT

Jim Rauwerda, VICE PRESIDENT
Paula Englin, SECRETARY
Jonathan Chitwood, TREASURER
Tina Cronkhite

Terri Mawhinney

Todd Neckers

Chris Nienhuis

Greg Wilkins

Megan Wolenberg




