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     The real estate 
market in 2012 was 
active throughout 
the greater Grand 
Rapids area, and our 
neighborhood was 
no exception!   
     Fifty-two homes 
in the Eastgate 
Neighborhood sold 
in 2012 (compared 
to twenty-five in 2011).  
That’s a significant increase.   
     We saw a wide range of 

sale prices.  The lowest sale 
price was $47,000 and the 
highest sale price was 

By Kelley Rahilly 
Eastgate Neighbor 

2012 Real Estate   
Report 

    Local radio stations were 
on hand to broadcast the 
grand opening, while patrons 
enjoyed a spread of food, 
prizes, and a drawing.   

     While the ENA has sev-
en banks in the immediate 
area, GRFCU is the only 
credit union.    
     We welcome to GRFCU 
to the neighborhood! 

Same Building, New Look 
With the work completed at 1815 Breton,  

Grand Rapids Family Credit Union held its grand opening 

ENA Neighbors Win 
Free Wedding 

Couple wins local contest, is married at 
Eastminster Presbyterian Church, and they 

live in the ENA.  SEE STORY ON PG 4...  

     With a new entrance, 
roofline, and parking con-
figuration, Grand Rapids 
Family Credit Union is 
open for business. 
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—CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 
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     At its first meeting of 2013, the ENA 
board approved funds for an Eastgate 
Neighborhood website.   
     Although the website is in the early 
planning stages, the hopes are that the 
site can include... 
· Information about the ENA includ-

ing our mission statement, history, 
and "quick facts" like number of 
households, churches, schools, etc. 

· An event calendar featuring events 
coordinated by the ENA, as well 
as community events 

· The most recent edition of Gate-
watch, as well as "archived" issues 

· Information on services the ENA 
provides 

· Information on how ENA members 
can get involved in the community 

· Helpful links to schools, businesses, 
churches, and emergency contacts 

· An online Eastgate Neighborhood 

Association membership form & 
more! 

     The goal is that the new site provide 
helpful information for ENA members 
as well as prospective new residents.  
     Also, it should complement the face-
book site, serving as another means of 
communication and connection for the 
neighborhood.    
     Board members Paula Englin, Jona-
than Chitwood, and Tina Cronkhite are 
working on the website committee. 
     "with so many affordable do-it-
yourself websites now available, we are 
in a position where hosting a website is 
financially sustainable" said Shana 
Shrill, ENA President.  "This is a great 
development for our neighborhood." 
     We hope to bring you more infor-
mation as the website develops, and we 
hope that the ENA website will be live 
in late Spring 2013. 

Eastgate Neighborhood  
Webpage Is On The Way 

Hopefully the ENA website will be live in late Spring 2013 
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ANDREA’S PIZZA 

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM 

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM 

Family owned since 1969 
Fast Delivery Available          
for Lunch and Dinner 

 

241-5446 
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM 
Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM 

�

Breton Village 

�

 

1700 Woodward 
247-0433 

A Christian Outreach Program of  
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH  

a place to be young, a place to belong 

___2012/2013 Classes___ 
 

3 Year Old      M/W      10:15-12:45 
3 Year Old      T/Th        8:30-11:00 
Young 4’s       T/Th/F   11:15-1:45 
4 Year Old      M/W/F    8:30-11:00 
4 Year Old      M-F         1:00-3:30 
Young 5’s       M-F         1:00-3:30 

2012 - 2013     
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     Happy New Year!  I am 
excited and honored to be 
serving this year as your new 
Eastgate Neighborhood Asso-
ciation President.  My goal as 
president is to build upon the 
success of our popular annual 
events while expanding op-
portunities for neighbors to 
connect and communicate.  

Last year was a very busy one for the neighbor-
hood.  Our annual events, like Dumpster Day, Trunk 
or Treat and Sales Days were more popular than ev-
er.  Fifth Reformed Church, Plymouth Heights Re-
formed Church and Eastminster Presbyterian Church 
all invited our neighbors to their annual events as 
well, helping to strengthen our community.  The 
board underwent some transition, with Sally Mahoney 
and Madelyn Stella both leaving.  We will certainly 
miss their leadership, engagement and passion to 
serving our neighborhood.  We welcome Paula Englin 
to our board in 2013, who brings a great wealth of 
ideas and energy and will be serving as our associa-
tion secretary. 

Looking ahead to 2013, the ENA will be more active 
than ever.  We are planning our first-ever neighbor-
hood website, where neighbors, business owners and 
potential homebuyers can see what we are all about. 
We are also looking forward to our popular annual 
events, and encouraging more neighbors to host block 
parties. 

Thanks to all of our neighbors for making Eastgate a 
wonderful place to live and raise a family!  To stay in 
touch between issues of The Gatewatch, check us out 
on Facebook. 

From the President 

Specializing in builder’s and decorative hardware 
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www.modernhardware.com 
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ENA Couple Wins 
Wedding 

 

��

REACH 900 IMMEDIATE NEIGHBORS 
CONTACT US FOR PRICING FOR 2013 

����

����������
is now accepting advertising  

Email: RAUWERDA@PRODIGY.NET 

SUPPORT 
THE  

EASTGATE  
NEIGHBORHOOD  
ASSOCIATION  

     On December 12, 2012—or 12-12-12—Erik 
Wolenberg and Megan Turner were married at East-
minster Presbyterian Church. 
     First, however, they were among six couples who 
were finalists to win a free wedding from local televi-
sion show eightWest. 
     They won. 
     In August the show announced that Bob Johnson 
Catering was giving away a $20,000 wedding.  Cou-
ples needed to submit their “love story,” and viewers 
could choose the winner among six finalists.   
     The viewers voted on tuxedos for the men and the 
location of their honeymoon.  They also chose the 
wedding cake, the flowers, and the reception venue. 
     Erik submitted his essay, the viewers voted, and 
on October 10 the show announced that Erik and Me-
gan had won.   
     The couple, who reside on Chamberlain Street,  
chose their neighborhood church,  Eastminster Pres-
byterian, for their ceremony.  The service was per-
formed by Pastor Ann Conklin.      
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CONTACT THE ENA BOARD  
EMAIL: EASTGATENA@HOTMAIL.COM 

�

1. Do you know who your block captain is? 
 
If not, then your block may not have one.  Contact the 
ENA for more information (or if you’re interested in 
helping).   
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Viewers of television show eightWest  
voted, and Erik Wolenberg and Megan 

Turner won a wedding.   
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Breton Village Gets 
Two New Stores 

     Just before Christmas, 
two new stores opened in 
Breton Village: Clark Art 
Studio and Bag, Bangle, 
and Bling. 
     The art studio was go-
ing to only be open for the 
holidays. 

“Kids Night In”  
Movie Night 

The new Clark Art Studio in Breton Village 

�
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Eastgate neighbors take in the movie 

     “We felt like we were 
just getting started and de-
cided to stay open,” said 
Amanda Clark.   
     Check out their website 
at clarkartstudio.com for 
more information. 

     On a Friday night in 
January, Plymouth 
Heights CRC hosted a 
movie night.   
     Kids camped out with 
blankets and sleeping 
bags, and munched on 
popcorn and candy. 

     There were crafts and 
numerous drawings, in-
cluding candy, DVDs, 
gift cards and gift baskets.   
     Plymouth Heights in-
tends to host another 
movie night on Friday, 
April 5 at 6:30.       
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Interested In Some  
Garden Space? 

Soup’s  
On! 

     Do you seek a simple 
meal with others in the 
neighborhood? Do you 
seek silence, prayer, and 
communion with God dur-
ing the days of Lent?  
     If so, join Eastminster 
Presbyterian Church on 
Wednesday evenings from 
6-7 p.m.  

     The church plans on 
offering the activities 
from February 20 through 
March 20. 
     The meal will be a 
simple soup supper, fol-
lowed by a brief prayer 
and communion service. 
All are welcome!  
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     The Community Garden 
space at Beacon Hill and 
Fifth Reformed Church 
were tremendously popular 
last year.   
     The garden space at 
Beacon Hill is completely 
full.  However, there is still 

space available at Fifth 
Reformed Church.   
     Neighbors interested in 
securing a plot for this  
spring are encouraged to 
contact ENA board mem-
ber Greg Wilkins at gwil-
kins@fifthrc.org.     

All are  
welcome!  
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BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 

2003 Burton St. S.E. 
Grand Rapids, MI  49506 

(616) 245-9830 

Are you ready to ROCK 
multiple sclerosis? 
     ENA block captain Sloth 
I is also a team captain for a 
group involved in local 
events which raises money 
and awareness for multiple 
sclerosis through the Nation-
al Multiple Sclerosis Socie-
ty.   
     In 2013 this group is 
tackling a Grand Rapids 
walk event, a West Michigan 
cycling weekend, and even a 

mud run and 
rock band party!  Have a blast 
AND make a difference in the 
lives of the more than 18,000 
in the state of Michigan alone 
who live with MS every day.  
Check out the team on their 
website and Facebook: 
http://www.teamn3kk1d.com/ 
 
http://www.facebook.com/
TeamN3kk1d 

$144,000.  Fourteen of the homes 
sold were distressed sales 
(foreclosures or short sales).   
     The average sale price of all the 
homes sold was approximately 
$106,519 (or $80.85 per square foot 
of living space). 
     If we back out the distressed 
sales, the average sale price was 

$120,479 (or $88.59 per square foot 
of living space).   Focusing on the 
“non-distressed” home sales…only 
six homes sold for less than 
$100,000.  Six sold between $100-

110,000.  Three sold between $110-
120,000.  Nine sold between $120-
130,000.  Eleven sold between  
$130-140,000.  And, three sold  

between $140-144,000.   
     Average time on the market be-
fore an accepted offer was 56 days.  
Houses are selling quickly!   
     As of right now, there are only 
six homes for sale (two of which 
are short sales) ranging in price 
from $64,900 to $187,500.  There 
are four homes with accepted offers 
– waiting to close – and the prices 
range from $80,000 to $159,900.   
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     The real estate market is prime 
for a solid year of sales and, hope-
fully, increased sale prices.   
     The inventory is very low, inter-
est rates are low, first-time home 
buyers have an opportunity (for a 
limited time) to capitalize on grant 
money ($3,000 or $5,000 for active 
military personnel) and, there are 
buyers who are ready to buy! 
 
*All current and sold data analyzed 
was from grar.com      

Kelley Rahilly is a realtor 
for Greenridge Realty.  She 

has lived in the Eastgate 
Neighborhood for 10 years 
and been a Realtor for 16 
years.  She can be reached 

at 706-6439 or  
kelleyrahilly@gmail.com 

2012 Real Estate Report   CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Get crime updates 
 lightning fast  

from the  
Grand Rapids Crime Map-

ping Website.   

CRIMEMAPPING.COM 

By Sloth I 
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Call Laurie at (616) 245-9179 
to schedule your personal tour 

Visit us online at 
www.beaconhillgr.org 

Savor the culinary delights prepared by our award winning chef and 
served in one of our three restaurant style venues 

Enjoy an independent lifestyle in a beautiful all-new apartment 
home.  Celebrate each day with fellowship and a full schedule of 
activities.  Expand your horizons in an environment designed to 
invigorate your senses and provide a level of comfort beyond tra-
ditional retirement communities. 



Sunday services at 10:00 and 5:00 
1800 Plymouth Rd 

www.phcrc.org 
243-5638 

E q u i p p i n g  d i s c i p l e s  t o  b e c o m e  n e i g h b o r s …  
. . . i n v i t i n g  n e i g h b o r s  t o  b e c o m e  d i s c i p l e s. ����

Volunteer at Mulick 
Park Elementary 

     Mulick Park, our neigh-
borhood GRPS elementary 
school, has numerous op-
portunities for community 
volunteering.   
     Opportunities include 
an upcoming book fair in 
March, an in-school men-
toring program, and many 
more.   
     The three churches 
within the Eastgate neigh-
borhood have partnered 
with the school to form the 
Mulick Park Initiative.  
The mentoring program is 
already in place, but more 

help is always needed.   
    Last fall, for example, 
volunteers from Plymouth 
Heights Christian Re-
formed Church helped 
with transportation to Art 
Prize.  
     Contact any of the 
churches, or “Like” Mu-
lick Park on Facebook.  
You may also contact Mu-
lick Park PTO for more 
information! 
http://www.facebook.com/
mulickparkpto 
 
http://slothwerks.com/
mulickpark/contact/ 

     In mid-December, ENA 
board member Kelley Rahilly 
found a puppy named Lady.   
     At 6:15 she made a Face-
book post: “I have a lost Lady 
at my house. She was running 
up Woodward this afternoon 
(coming from Burton). She's 
safe, happy and playing with 
my dog, but I bet she would 
rather be home with her fami-
ly.” 
     The owners saw the post, and 30 minutes later Clar-
ence Joldersma responded, “Kelley, we lost her.  Thanks 
for posting this.”  
     Facebook has become an amazing communication tool 
within the neighborhood, with posts ranging from “free 
family movie at Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed 
Church,” to “anyone in need of a kitchen table and/or 
weight bench + weights? Both in good shape, will trade 
for a case of budweiser or best offer.” 
     After Lady was found, Clarence Joldersma posted 
“Facebook at it’s best!!  Thanks!!” 
     We encourage all neighbors to join the ENA Facebook 
page.  Stay connected!    

Facebook to the Rescue 
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Neighbors use Facebook, and  
lost dog is found in 30 minutes! 

Grand Rapids Christian, 
Mulick Park Study  
Traffic Congestion 

     With two schools in 
close proximity in a neigh-
borhood setting, congestion 
is bound to be a problem. 
     In November, MLive 
reported that Grand Rapids 
Christian Middle School 
and Mulick Park Elemen-
tary School are teaming up 
to earn a grant to tackle the 
problem.   
     According to the article, 

each school could be eligi-
ble for up to $200,000 from 
a federal grant from Safe 
Routes to School.     
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A special price for 
residents of the 

Eastgate  
Neighborhood 

Package Includes: 
Talking keypad 
Remote keyfob 
2 door contacts 

1 motion detector 

Call Eastgate neighbor Mary Ann for 
a free home security review:     

616-813-7881 

     As part of his book 
tour for his latest Diary of 
a Wimpy Kid book, Jeff 
Kinney stopped at Pooh’s 
Corner in Breton Village.   
     The atmosphere was 
festive, with popcorn, 
dancing, and even a 
Wimpy Kid photo booth.   

     Tickets were pre-paid 
and the event was sold out.   
     “The mall was packed,” 

said Camille DeBoer, 
owner of Pooh’s Corner.  
“Jeff Kinney is like a rock 
star with a huge follow-
ing.”   
     It is estimated that over 
1000 people attended the 
event. 

“Jeff Kinney is like 
a rock star with a 
huge following.” 

       —Camille DeBoer 
       Owner, Pooh’s Corner 

“Wimpy Kid” Author Rolls into Breton Village 
In November, Pooh’s Corner Book Store 
hosted a mega-event that brought in    
Diary of a Wimpy Kid author Jeff Kinney 
for a book signing.   

Jeff Kinney, bottom left, came to Pooh’s Corner for 
a book signing.  His tour bus is pictured above in 
front of Breton Village Mall.  Six hundred fans pur-
chased tickets for the event  
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Membership Year is January 1—December 31.   

Dues are $15 per family, per year.  Please make checks payable to Eastgate 
Neighborhood Association.  Nonprofit Corporate ID #: 766944 

 
Name(s): _________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ____________________________________________________ 
 
____ New Member  
____ Renewing Member  
____ Yes!  I would like to serve on the ENA Board 

Return completed form & annual dues ($15)  to:   
ENA c/o Jonathan Chitwood, Treasurer 
1627 Woodward  
Grand Rapids, MI 49506   
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2012/2013 Board 
[  

 

Shana Shroll, PRESIDENT  
 
Jim Rauwerda, VICE PRESIDENT 
 
Paula Englin, SECRETARY 
 
Jonathan Chitwood, TREASURER 
 
Tina Cronkhite 
 
Gretchen Driesenga 
 
Terri Mawhinney 
 
Kelley Rahilly 
 
Greg Wilkins 
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Thanks for  
Hosting 

     Fifth Reformed church again host-
ed our “Trunk or Treat” event.  With 
the inclement weather, the activities 
were moved inside.  The ENA board 
would like to thank Fifth Reformed 
for their hospitality. 

Garage Sale 
Weekend Dates 

    The ENA board set May 30, 31, 
and June 1 as Garage Sale Weekend.  
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