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Studying the ENA... 
ñEastgate Engagedò 

W  A  9 

Jazz Concert 
at Beacon Hill at Eastgate  

at 7:30 pm 
See page 4 for details 

 

T  A  15 

Kids Night Out 
at Plymouth Heights  
Christian Reformed Church 

From 6:00-8:00 pm 
See page 7 for details 

 

T  A  27 

 Community Picnic 
at Beacon Hill at Eastgate 

at 5:30 pm 
See page 4 for details 

 

S  S  9 

Jazz Concert 
at Eastminster  

Presbyterian Church  
from 4:00-5:30 pm 
See page 15 for details 

 
S  S  23 

Eastgate 5K 
at Beacon Hill at Eastgate  

at 6:30 pm 
See page 9 for details 

 

S  S  30 

ENA Softball 
at Mulick Park  
at 4-6 pm 

Check Facebook  for details 

ENA Events 
Information about all  
these events can be found 
inside this Gatewatch 

See inside for  
entire ENA calendar 

     The Beacon Hill at East-
gateôs Foundation has three 
tenets, one of which is com-
munity engagement.  To that 
end, Beacon Hill has part-
nered with the ENA to host a 

5K race, 
a commu-
nity pic-
nic and 
free jazz 
concerts.   

     However, in order to deter-
mine what exactly community 
engagement should or could 
look like, the foundation want-

ed to look at the community a 
bit more formally. 
     Thus, the Beacon Hill Foun-
dation hired the Social Re-
search Center of Calvin College 
to offer guidance.   
     At its May meeting, The 

A C  B   ENA   B  
H  F  L   S  E 

All ENA residents 
will be asked to 
participate in a  
survey.   

ðCONTINUED ON PAGE 8 

     The Annual Beacon Hill 
Community Picnic is on 
Tuesday, August 29.  Beacon 
Hill residents will be eating 
first, and neighbors are invit-
ed to join at 5:30.  This event 
is always popular, and the 
food is always outstanding 
(and there is often a selection 

Community Picnic & Grand Opening 
of Beacon Hillôs Community House 

BEFORE AFTER 

The two photographs are not quite to scale. However, when using the center light post as a refer-
ence point, we can see the transformation brought by new residence wing and community house.   

that comes from the communi-
ty gardens).  Entertainment 
this year is the musical group 
Lomax Big House. 
     That evening, the newly 
constructed Community House 
will have its grand opening.  
This structure houses both the 
Garden Room Caf® and the 

auditorium.  Neighbors will 
offered tours of the new 
building.   
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Century 

Food & 

Liquor  

{ǘƻǇ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ  
ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ   

Located on Boston Street  

in the heart of the Eastgate Neighborhood  

Amplify GR Makes Waves in Boston Square 
The DeVos Backed Non-Profit Aims to Improve the Area; Some are Suspicious 

     The former Breton Auto 
Body at 1480 Kalamazoo is the 
new headquarters of Amplify 
GR, a non-profit that hopes to 
facilitate redevelopment in the 
Boston Square neighborhood.  It 
is located next to Modern Hard-
ware.   
     According to Mlive articles 
on June 13 and June 29, Ampli-
fy GR is backed by the Doug 
and Maria DeVos Foundation as 
well as the Cheri DeVos Foun-
dation.  They are working with 
Rockford Construction, and 
have acquired more than 32 
properties over the last two 
years.     
     The target area includes the 
neighborhoods of Boston 
Square, Oakdale, Cottage 
Grove, and Madison Square.  
     On June 29, Amplify GR 
held a town hall meeting that 
included Doug DeVos, Rock-
fored Construction President 
Mike Van Gessel, city commis-
sioners Senita Lenear and David 

Allen, and Amplify GRôs execu-
tive director Jon Ippel.  Some 
300 people packed Living Word 
Church to voice their opinions.   
     Mlive reported that ñDoug 
DeVos said their goal is to im-
prove city neighborhoods that 
already have a strong foundation 
but have not participated in the 
economic recovery that the 
broader region is enjoying.ò  
     Neighbors presented con-
cerns about higher rents, higher 
property values, and gentrifica-
tion.  The 90 minute meeting 
included questions, skepticism, 
and curiosity.     
     Mlive said, ñThird Ward city 
commissioners Senita Lenear 
and David Allen joined the Am-
plify GR leaders on the stage 
and encouraged the citizens to 
remain involved and continue to 
offer suggestions to Amplify 
GR.ò  
     An additional town hall 
meeting is forthcoming.        

Above: 1480 Kalamazoo how it looks today as Am-
plify GR.   
Below: Before renovations it was a vacant building, 
formerly occupied by Breton Auto Body  



 

ANDREAôS PIZZA 

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM 

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM 

Family owned since 1969 
Fast Delivery Available          
for Lunch and Dinner 

 

241-5446 
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM 
Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM 

 

 

 

1700 Woodward 
247-0433 

A Christian Outreach Program of  
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH 

a place to be young, a place to belong 

___2017/2018 Classes___ 
 

3 Year Old      M/W      10:15-12:45 
3 Year Old      T/Th        8:30-11:00 
Young 4ôs       T/Th/F   10:15-12:45 
4 Year Old      M/W/F    8:30-11:00 
4 Year Old      M-Th       1:00-3:30 
Young 5ôs       M-Th       1:00-3:30 

2017-2018     

www.greenridge.com/kelley.rahilly 

Kelley Rahilly 
kelleyrahilly@gmail.com 

616-706-6439 

Resident of, and Realtor for, 
the Eastgate Neighborhood 

Specializing in builderôs and decorative hardware 

1500 Kalamazoo Avenue 
616.241.2655 

M-F 7am-6pm 
S 7:30 amï4:30pm 

www.modernhardware.com 

 
Greetings neighbors!  Summer is in 
full swing, and that means the Eastgate 
neighborhood is as busy as ever.  Be 
sure to check out the calendar of 
events in the newsletter and mark the 
dates in your calendar. You won't want 
to miss all the fun, including free out-
door concerts at Beacon Hill and East-

minster Church, Kids' Night Out at Plymouth Heights 
Church, Hot Dogs and Bike Tune-Ups at Eastminster, 
and more.  A great big THANK YOU to all of our com-
munity partners for making these events possible.   
     Change is also happening on the Eastgate Neighbor-
hood Board.  At the last board meeting, held on July 20 
at Level One Bank, the Board formally appointed two 
new members, Elida VanSledright and Bryan 
Buie.  Thank you to everyone who applied to 
serve.  Although it was difficult to choose only two of 
the four who applied, we were so impressed by the 
quality of all of our candidates.  What a testament to the 
quality of individuals in our neighborhood. 
     At the board meeting in July, the board also dis-
cussed several changes to the association's by-
laws.  The by-laws provide structure and guidance to 
the operation of the association, and the changes dis-
cussed will help improve efficiency.  Changes may only 
be approved at the annual meeting, which is currently 
held in October.  Please plan to attend our annual meet-
ing on October 26 at Beacon Hill to offer your input on 
the by-laws.   
     Among all the events this summer, please plan to 
attend a listening session at Fifth Reformed Church on 
Tuesday, July 25 from 6-7:30 or Saturday, August 5 
from 9:30-11 AM. These sessions are a joint effort be-
tween Calvin College's Center for Social Research and 
Beacon Hill at Eastgate to help determine ways that 
Beacon Hill can partner with residents, businesses and 
organizations to offer enhanced services and resources 
to the Eastgate neighborhood. Residents will also be 
asked to participate in a survey later this summer, hope-
fully with results available by the October annual meet-
ing.  Email csr@calvin.edu for more information. 
     Finally, if you haven't yet held a block party on your 
street, now is the time!  Simply, invite your neighbors, 
and let the fun begin.  As always, the ENA will reim-
burse your expenses up to $75.  Closing the street costs 
$75.  There's really no better way to build community 
than to spend an afternoon grilling burgers and letting 
the kids run around in the street.  Post your photos on 
Facebook and share the fun with the rest of us too!   
    ðShana Shroll, President 

From the President 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate is offering a  

Free Concert  
On the Front Lawn - August 9 -7:30pm  

 

Calder City Band  

mailto:csr@calvin.edu
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TPC 
The Piano Cottage 

 
Exceptional Music Instruction 

 
2010 Boston Street 
616.334.7258 

www.thepianocottagegr.com 

News From Beacon Hill at Eastgate 

BRIDGE TO CONNECT INDEPENDENT LIVING  
AND HEALTHCARE CENTER 

     The Beacon 
Hill community 
has a capital 
campaign called 
ñLinking Livesò 
with the goal of 
connecting the 
Healthcare Cen-
ter and the Inde-
pendent Living 
with a bridge.  
The design calls 
for windows on  
one side and an art display on the other.  With this bridge, 
the entire campus would be connected and barrier free.   

GRAND OPENING OF SKILLED NURSING CENTER 
     The skilled nursing center just received a significant addi-
tion.  That facility will have a Plymouth Avenue entrance.  
And the Grand Opening is on August 3,  The formal        
invitation to the Eastgate neighbors is on page 15 of this 
newsletter. 

JAZZ CONCERT SERIES  
The Crane Wives  
came on July 5, 
and more than 
200 people en-
joyed the wonder-
ful weather, the 
popcorn, snow 
cones, and, of 
course, the great 
music.  The next 
concert is the Cal-
der City Band on 
August 9 at 7:30 
pm.  Follow the 
music and look for the crowd in front of Beacon Hill  

EASTGATE 5K 
     The 5K has a new day: Saturday morning September 23 
at 9:00 am.  There is a spaghetti dinner the evening before, 
and all neighbors are invited.  See page 9 for details.   

Jazz Concerts, Community Picnic, A Couple of Grand Openings, A 5K, and A Bridge 

The new Skilled Nursing Center during construction this winter 

An architectural rendering of the bridge 

The Crane Wives drew a crowd  
of more than 200 people. 

We want you  
to be a member of the  

ENA 
See the back page  

for details  
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Fifth  

Reformed 

Church  
 

Growing Disciples 
Who Make Disciples 

Sunday Summer Hours 10:00am 
 

(Two services at 9am & 10:45am begin in Sept.)  
 

2012 Griggs  St SE 
www.fifthrc.org / 616.245.9247 
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LǘΩǎ ŀ tǊƻǾŜƴ /ǊƛƳŜ 5ŜǘŜǊǊŜƴǘ  

If We Lived  
In Lighthouses  

 

WE WOULDNõT HAVE TO  

TURN ON OUR HOUSE LIGHTS 
 

but we donõt, 
so you do 

 

{ƻ ¢ǳǊƴ ƻƴ ¸ƻǳǊ IƻǳǎŜ [ƛƎƘǘǎΧ 

Meet your neighbors and have a party.    
Use $75 of ENA funds to finance the gathering.   
Submit receipts to our ENA treasurer at 1627 Woodward.  

Contact the city at 311 to close off the street 
thatõs a $75 cost.   

or, skip closing the street and sprawl onto a yard or two.   

Itõs fun.  Itõs a good thing. 

Eastminster Presbyterianôs 2017 

 ñHot Dog! Bike Tune-Upò 
ððSummer Saturday Scheduleðð 

 
 

Last tune-up of the season...come over for our free Hot 
Dog! Bike Tune-Up Saturdays.  
Eastminster Presbyterian Church 

1700 Woodward SE b 247-8833  
 ð From Eastminsterôs Bike Repair Team 

§ August 26 10AM - 3PM 

More than 50 people attended the block party on 
Hutchinson Street.   


