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Rite Aid Looking to Move 

Across Burton Street 

     If all goes as planned, the 
building that once housed Kish-

man reality and Dery Physical 

Therapy will be demolished to 

make room for a new Rite Aid. 
     Rite Aid will be moving out 

ENA Events 
Information about all  

these events can be found 

inside this Gatewatch 

of its Breton Village mall space 
if the city planning commission 

approves requests related to a 

drive thru and alcohol sales.   

     Rite Aid was founded in 
1962 in Scranton, Pennsylvania.  

 
THURSDAY AUGUST 11 

Jazz Concert 
at Beacon Hill at Eastgate  

at 7:00 pm 

 

 

TUESDAY AUGUST 16 

Kids Night Out 
At Plymouth Heights  

Christian Reformed Church 

From 6:00-8:00 pm 

 

 

THURSDAY AUGUST 25 

Beacon Hill 

 Pig Roast 
at Beacon Hill at Eastgate 

at 5:30 pm 

 

 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 10 

Jazz Concert 
at Eastminster  

Presbyterian Church  

from 4:00-5:30 pm 

 

 

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 15 

Eastgate 5K 
at Beacon Hill at Eastgate  

at 6:30 pm 

The Grand Rapids Business Journal reported that developer 
CWD is seeking approval from the city planning commission to 
prepare this site for a Rite Aid Pharmacy.    

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 

See inside for more  

details as well as the  

entire ENA calendar 

This is the latest in a series of moves  

that have transformed Breton Village 

SPECIAL THANKS TO  
 

D&W  

Fresh Market 
 

For donat-

ing ice 

cream for 

our annual Eastgate Ice 

Cream Social 

 

Thanks!! 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate Broke Ground on Its Assisted Living Facility 

     Construction is on schedule for the new fa-

cilities at Beacon Hill.  The new skilled nursing 

center addition broke ground in June.  The ad-

dition involves a bridge that will connect the 

skilled nursing center to the independent-living 
apartments.        

     The first anniversary of the Beacon Hill 

Foundation is this month!  One of the pillars of 

the foundation is community, and that includes 
the Eastgate Neighborhood.  With Beacon 

Hillôs summer golf outing and the Eastgate 5K, 

the focus on fund development has met with 
great success.  The foundationôs goal is to Cul-

tivate Care and Community.   

     ENA residents joined Beacon Hill at the 
first two summer concerts earlier this summer.  

The next concert is at 7:00 pm on August 11 

with Mark Lavengoodôs Bluegrass 

Band.  Snowcones and popcorn will be fea-
tured again too!  

Beacon Hill Update 

A view of the community garden from the new 
building at Beacon Hill.   

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15 
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Century 

Food & 

Liquor  

Stop in for all your  
convenience store needs   

Located on Boston Street  

in the heart of the Eastgate Neighborhood  

The End of an Era 
     Great Lakes Shipping Co. has been liquidated.  Below is a picture of the chairs with 

the sign ñChairs! $40.00 Each.ò  Another says ñSail Unit. Make Offer.ò   Dinnerware, 
art, tables, stools, and other relics were placed throughout the restaurant for those who 

wanted to purchase a piece of the iconic restaurant.  Farewell, GLSCo.   

Beacon Hill  

Pig Roast 

 Date  
Thursday,  

August 25  

at 5:30 

     Beacon Hillôs annual Pig 
Roast is on August 25. 

     Beacon Hill residents will 

be eating first, and the neigh-

bors are invited to join at 5:30.  
The food and entertainment 

are always fantastic.   

     Thanks, Beacon Hill! 



 

ANDREAôS PIZZA 

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM 

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM 

Family owned since 1969 

Fast Delivery Available          

for Lunch and Dinner 

 

241-5446 
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM 

Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM 

 

 

 

1700 Woodward 

247-0433 
A Christian Outreach Program of  
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH 

a place to be young, a place to belong 

___2016/2017 Classes___ 
 

3 Year Old      M/W      10:15-12:45 

3 Year Old      T/Th        8:30-11:00 
Young 4ôs       T/Th/F   10:15-12:45 

4 Year Old      M/W/F    8:30-11:00 

4 Year Old      M-Th       1:00-3:30 

Young 5ôs       M-Th       1:00-3:30 

2016 - 2017     

www.greenridge.com/kelley.rahilly 

Kelley Rahilly 
kelleyrahilly@gmail.com 

616-706-6439 

Resident of, and Realtor for, 
the Eastgate Neighborhood 

From the President 

Specializing in builderôs and decorative hardware 

1500 Kalamazoo Avenue 
616.241.2655 

M-F 7am-6pm 
S 7:30 amï4:30pm 

www.modernhardware.com 

    One thing that I love about 
our neighborhood is that, 

throughout the year, the 

neighborhood, both formally 

and informally, has so much 
to offer for residents of all 

ages.  

     Whether it is the construc-
tion of the neighborhood - 

with access to schools, parks, 

churches, and businesses, or the makeup of the neigh-
borhood - with neighbors ranging from infants 

(congratulations to ENA board member Megan and her 

husband Erik on the birth of their son!) to well into their 

90s, or the numerous events: for families and kids -- 
trunk or treat, the 4th of July bike parade, kids night out, 

and the ice cream social (for kids of all ages), for enter-

tainment -- the community concert series and jazz on 
the lawn, for exercise -- Eastgate 5k, and for competi-

tion -- the Christmas Lights facebook contest.  

     But my favorite are those events that are done pri-
marily to improve the community atmosphere of the 

neighborhood -- the block parties, the annual meeting, 

garage sale days, dumpster day (thanks to all who vol-

unteered and participated -- we had over 100 different 
ENA households take advantage of the event in June, 

and a special thanks to Plymouth Heights for permitting 

us to use their parking lot for the day and to the City of 
Grand Rapids for providing the dumpsters), and, I think 

most importantly, the efforts of all neighbors to get out 

and participate in the neighborhood. I love walking with 

my wife and kids around our block on a summer even-
ing; it typically takes nearly an hour to complete a sin-

gle block, not because our one year old doesnôt move 

that fast (which is mostly true), or because our three 
year old is easily distracted (again, mostly true) but be-

cause we always end up seeing a neighbor and chatting 

with them, hearing their stories, and building communi-
ty. Thatôs what truly makes the ENA great.   

     So I offer my sincere thanks to all of you, our neigh-

bors in Eastgate, for engaging with the neighborhood, 

for caring for the neighborhood, and for everything that 
you do to make this neighborhood as great as it is.  

 
            ðTodd Neckers, ENA President 

See something 
odd?  

  

CALL THE POLICE AT THE NON-

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER: 456-3403 
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TPC 
The Piano Cottage 

 
Exceptional Music Instruction 

 
2010 Boston Street 

616.334.7258 

www.thepianocottagegr.com 

Your One Question  

Recycle Quiz 

     The city of Grand 
Rapids does NOT 

accept paper towels.   

     If you place paper 

towels in your recycle 
bin, the city will have 

to send them to a land 

fill.  This is an added 
expense to the city.  

Please help keep our 

recycling free and 
follow the rules! 

     More information 

at Recyclekent.org 

Paper Towels...Recyclable or Not? 

     River City Futbol Club 
has opened its home office 

in the Eastgate Neighbor-

hood.  The club soccer team 

headquartered its business 
operations in a basement 

suite at 2335 Burton, the 

building north of Panopou-
lis Salon. 

      The club formed in 

2013 when Derek 
Dufendach, a former Calvin 

College soccer player, saw 

an opportunity for West 

Michigan. At the time 

River City Futbol Club 

Opens in Eastgate 

ñBefore the soccer, be-

fore the skills, before  

anything else...kids are 

what matter most  to us.ò 

    ðDerek Dufendach 

          Executive Director, RCFC 

Welcome To The Neighborhood! 

 

Your membership shows us and the city of 
Grand Rapids that we have your support 

 

See the form on the back of this newsletter. 
 

Dufendach was running the 
soccer programs at MVP 

Sports Spot.   

     He formed the River 

City Futbol Club which has 
now grown to almost 400 

players, nearly 30 teams, 15 

coaches, and 3 full time 
employees.   

     However, the non-profit 
club strives to be more than 

a soccer organization.  Its 

goal is to go 

#beyondthefield, focusing 
on capability, character, and 

community.   

     As Dufendach says, 
ñBefore the soccer, before 

the skills, before anything 

else...kids are what matter 
most to us.ò 

     For its practices, RCFC 

calls the Christian Athletic 

Center  home (formerly 
known as the Christian Re-

formed Rec. Center), alt-

hough teams play games at 
MacKay Jaycees Park on 

Kalamazoo and the Gainey 

Athletic Complex on East 
Paris.   

     The club has a scholar-

ship fund, and 10% of its 

players participate. 
     To find out more, check 

out the website at river-

cityfc.org or search the club 
on facebook...or visit their 

world headquarters in the 

Eastgate neighborhood! 

     Welcome to Eastgate!    
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Owned and operated by John VandenBerg 
resident of the Eastgate Neighborhood Association 

Fifth  

Reformed 

Church  
 

Growing Disciples 
Who Make Disciples 

 

Sunday Worship 10:00am  
 

2012 Griggs St SE  

www.fifthrc.org / 616.245.9247  
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Eastminster Presbyterian Church is inviting the 
Eastgate neighbors and congregation members to 
a free jazz concert.  It will be on Saturday, Sep-
tember 10, from 4:00 to 5:30 PM on the churchôs 

beautifully landscaped west lawn 
 

Mark Kahny and Mary Rademacher will be 
providing the music.  Bring your blankets and 
lawn chairs for an enjoyable musical afternoon.  
As a courtesy, there will be chairs provided for 
those who may have difficulties bringing their own. 
 

In case of rain, the event will be held inside. 

Saturday, 

September 10 
 

4:00-5:30 PM 
 

On the West Lawn 

Of Eastmister 

Presbyterian 

Church 
 

Cost: FREE! 

ALL ARE 

INVITED 

Meet Your Neighbors! 

Two Words: Block Party! 

     The Eastgate Neighborhood is encouraging neighbors to 
get together.  There is no formal process for block par-

ties...invite the neighbors and get together!   

     Block parties can be as simple as ñbring a dessertò or as 

elaborate as renting a bounce house.  You donôt have to be a 
long-time resident to host one, either.   

     The ENA reimburses up to $75 for each party, and will 

do so two times per year.  Send receipts to our treasurer, 
Jonathan Chitwoodðhis address is on the back of this 

Gatewatch.   

     The city of Grand Rapids will close your street for the 
big event if youôd like.  The cost for that is $75.00.  But you 

can save some money 

and use a front yard (or 

two).   
     We also encourage 

streets to create an 

email list of neighbors.  Next time you have a block party, 
you can invite electronically!    

     The goal is to promote community.  Itôs easier to look 

out for each other when we know each other. 
     So, take the lead!  Get to know your neighbors!     

There is no formal process for 

block partiesésimply invite 

the neighbors and get together 

If We Lived  

In Lighthouses  
WE WOULDNõT HAVE TO  

TURN ON OUR HOUSE LIGHTS 

but we donõt 

so you do 
 

4g 5mjf gf :gmj )gmk] -a_`lk» 

*lÂk Y 1jgn]f $jae] %]l]jj]fl  



 

IF YOU NOTICE  

UNUSUAL BEHAVIOR 
 

Or think the police  

should be aware of something 
 

CALL THEM AT THE NON-

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER: 

456-3403 

Learn About ENA Crime 

We cannot give more up-to-date infor-
mation than Crimemapping.com.  The 

site is  intuitive, where you click on our 

city, then our neighborhood, then our 

streets.  Check it out! 

ððVISIT CRIMEMAPPING.COMðð 
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It is the third largest drug store chain  in 
the U.S. and under negotiations to 

merge with Walgreens.  That $17 Bil-

lion merger is currently being evaluated 

by the Federal Trade Commission.   
     The new Rite Aid site would be 

11,150-square-feet and occupy both the 

site of the vacant building and the emp-
ty lot at 2410 and 2420.   

     Both the current location in Breton 

Village and the future site are owned by 
developer CWD.   

     This story was first reported by the 

Grand Rapids Business Journal, and it 

did not give a timetable for the move.   

Rite Aid Moving 
ðCONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Rite Aid has been a fixture in  
Breton Village mall for decades. 

Mentoring at Mulick Park 
 

     You can make the difference in the life of a child at our neighborhood 

school! 

     Join the Mulick Park Mentoring Collaborative this year as a mentor for 

4th and 5th grade students at Mulick Park Elementary School and set a child 
on a new path toward reading success.   

     Mentors meet for one hour weekly with students to build a friendship-

relationship and provide structured guidance in reading (don't worry - we'll 
teach you how!).   

     To learn more, contact Deborah McCreary, the mentoring coordinator by 

phone (616) 334-9083 or email deborah.mccreary1@gmail.com  

mailto:deborah.mccreary1@gmail.com


Sunday services at 10:00 and 5:30 
1800 Plymouth Rd 

www.phcrc.org 
243-5638 

Equipping disciples to become neighborsé 
...inviting neighbors to become disciples. 

±!b59b .h¦¢  
{bh² ϧ [!²bΣ Lb/Φ 

 
 

Y9b ±!b59b .h¦¢         

тмрп aƻǊǎŜ [ŀƪŜ !ǾŜ 
 

!ƭǘƻΣ aL пфолн 

(616) 437-7987 cell 

 όсмсύ усу-[!²b 

 
CƻǊ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀǿƴ ƴŜŜŘǎΗ 
5ƻ ¸ƻǳ IŀǾŜ ¸ŀǊŘ ²ƻǊƪΚ  
/ŀƭƭ YŜƴΥ пот-тфут 

¶ aƻǿƛƴƎ 
¶ {ǇǊƛƴƎ /ƭŜŀƴ ¦Ǉ 
¶ [ŀǿƴ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 
¶ {ǘǳƳǇ DǊƛƴŘƛƴƎκwŜƳƻǾŀƭ 
¶ DǳǧŜǊ /ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ 
¶ tǊǳƴƛƴƎ 
¶ CŜǊǝƭƛȊƛƴƎ 

 

BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 
2003 Burton St. S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
(616) 245-9830 

 

More Traffic at Burton and Plymouth 
Both Plymouth and Alger will be  
under construction until  

early October for bridge replacement 

     Work began in early July on Plymouth as road crews  
resurface the street and replace the bridge deck that spans 

the railroad tracks.   

     The project is expected to last until early October.  

Traffic from Alger will be detoured to Burton during the 
process.   

     This project will overlap the beginning of classes at 

Grand Rapids Christian, which begin on August 17.  
Watch for traffic detours and adjusted traffic patterns.     
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     Lace up those sneakers and break out your sweat-
bands because the 5th Annual Eastgate 5K Run-Walk is 

right around the corner! Hosted by Beacon Hill and the 

Eastgate Neighborhood Association, this race will take 

place on Thurs-
day September 

15 at 6:30 pm.   

     Starting in the 
front parking lot 

of Beacon Hill, 

the course winds through our lovely neighborhood stay-
ing entirely within the ENA boundaries, coming in to 

finish at Beacon Hill where there will be food, entertain-

ment, and awards to wrap up the race.   

     Proceeds from the race go to both the ENA and the 

Beacon Hill Foundation, which provides sustained be-
nevolent care to residents of Beacon Hill.  In addition, we 

are always looking for sponsors, so please consider this 

local tax deductible cause! 

     Not interested in running or walking but still want to 
be part of the event?  We have just the thing for you! 

Every great race needs fans! Grab your family and 

friends, your pom poms and posters, and head out to the 
course to cheer on the racers! If your house is on the 

course you're already in a perfect spot!   

     Volunteers are also a vital role in producing a success-
ful event.  If you are interested in volunteering please 

contact Joy Dornbos, Volunteer Coordinator at 616-245-

9179 or joy.dornbos@beaconhillgr.org. 

   

Eastgate 5K: Something for Everyone 
Walkers, runners, volunteers and cheering fanséAll are needed!  

Come enjoy the music, food, and festivities on September 15 

mailto:joy.dornbos@beaconhillgr.org


Eastgate  

Calendar 2016 

August 
11  Jazz Concert at Beacon Hill at 7:00 pm 
16  Kids Night Out at Plymouth Heights CRC from 6-8 pm 
20 Bike Tune Up & Hot Dogs at Eastminster  
25  Community Pig Roast at Beacon Hill begins at 5:30 pm 

 

September 
10 Jazz on the Lawn Event at Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church from 4-5:30 pm 
15   Eastgate 5K  6:30 pm 
22  ENA Board Meeting at Plymouth Heights CRC.  7:00 pm 
 

October 
Gatewatch Delivery 
27   ENA Annual Meeting 
31   Trunk or Treat at Fifth Reformed  Church 

 

November 
8 Election Day 
 

December 
ENA Christmas Lights Contest on  Facebook 
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     Sur la Tableð
whose tagline is ñThe 

Art and Soul of 

Cookingòðis now 

open in Breton South 
Village near Fresh 

Thyme Farmers Mar-

ket.   
     The retailer is 

based out of Seattle, 

Washington and spe-
cializes in cookware, 

bakeware, and kitchen related items.   

     Cooking classes can be reserved online and have such 

titles as ñGreat Pizza on the Grillò and ñDeliciously 
Healthy Superfoods.ò      

Welcome  

to the 

 Neighborhood! 

Sur la Table  

Open for Business 
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Note: Long-time residents will recognize that this article 
has run in the Gatewatch before.  However, neighborhoods 

by definition are in a state of flux, with new people con-

stantly moving in.  With that in mind, we occasionally re-

run items that would be beneficial for neighbors who are 
new to Eastgate.  This is one such item.    

 

     The Eastgate Neighborhood Association is one of 32 
neighborhood associations in the city of Grand Rapids.   

     Our boundaries stretch from Burton to Hall and Breton 

to Plymouthðeverything within that quadrant that is not 
East Grand Rapids (see image).   In short, itôs kind of ñLò 

shaped with a knob on the stem.   

     Initially the area of the ENA was outside the Grand Rap-

ids city limits.  Specifically, it was section 5 of Paris Town-
ship, and it was filled with farms, orchards, and greenhous-

es.  East Paris and Paris are both street names that reflect 

that history.  Eventually, our portion of Paris Township was 
annexed by the city.  Paris Township doesnôt exist today. 

     After WWII, the 

neighborhood grew, 
gaining a small business 

district and even a hospi-

talðwhat is now Metro 

Health.  When the hospi-
tal wanted to expand 

into the residential sector of the neighborhood in 1992, 

neighbors joined together and officially formed the Eastgate 
Neighborhood Association.  At that time, the neighbor-

hoodôs southeast boundary was Hutchinson Street.  In an 

effort spearheaded by Fifth Reformed Church, the neighbor-

hood expanded in 2007 to include the present boundary to 
Breton Road.   

     As far as neighborhoods go, Eastgate is one of the small-

estðboth in area and population.  The ENA has just over 
2,100 people.  For com-

parison, the Creston 

Neighborhood Associa-
tion has more that 

24,000 people.   

     Yet, even with our 

small numbers, we have 
an active neighborhood association, run completely by vol-

unteers.  We publish this newsletter four times per year, we 

have a webpage and keep it updated, our finances are 
heathy, and we sponsor or co-sponsor numerous events.    

     Within its borders, the ENA doesnôt have a lake or a 

park or a school.  However, it does offer walkability to all 
those and more.  Within a few blocks of our borders we 

have Christian and Catholic schools as well as the public 

schools of Mulick Park and Breton Downs.  We can walk to 

get ice cream, pizza, groceries, or a haircut.     

Yet, even with our small 

numbers, we have an active 

neighborhood association 

run completely by volunteers.   

Within its borders, the ENA 

doesnôt have a lake or a park 

or a school.  However, it 

does offer walkability to all 

those...and more. 

* information for this article comes from Cridata.org and GRNow. com 

 A Map of the ENA from GRNow.com.  Hall Street is to 
the north and Burton is to the South.   

Burton Street 
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Hall Street 

The ENA...A Brief Primer on Us 

Hall Street 

     If you look hard enough, youôll find ñEastgate Street.ò  
The street sign itself is located within the ENA border and 

it has the familiar Grand Rapids ñCalderò logo on it.  

However, only one of the houses on the street is in the 

ENA.  The rest of Eastgate is in East Grand Rapids.      

Eastgate has seen change:  The Andreaôs Pizza/Piano 
Cottage building in 1971 and today.  Perhaps the most 
recognizable feature that remains in both is the circular 
vent near the peak on the right side of the building.   
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In and Around the óGate... 

Neighbors gather to observe a 

fire on Englewood June 2.  A 

garage caught fire; thankfully 

everyone was safe.   

Workers add ñgreen spaceò to 

the parking lot at Eastminster 

Presbyterian Church.   

Residents at Beacon Hill held a garage 

sale during Garage Sale Weekend.  

Proceeds went to support the intra-

community bridge project. 

Grand Rapids Antique Car Club 

visited Beacon Hill at Eastgate 

on June 2.  Doc Hudson from 

the movie Cars made a guest 

appearance.   

Dumpster Day 2016é 

Eastgateôs version of 

American Pickers.  

Neighbors reclaimed 

chairs, couches and 
classic roller skates.  

The neighborhood 

filled 6 dumpsters in 4 

hours.  

Eastminsterôs Jewelry sale, 

the Eastgate Ice Cream Social 

and the Hot Dog! Bike Repair 

event took place concurrently 

at Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church.  Sales were brisk, 

bikes were fixed, and neigh-

bors enjoyed some tasty treats.  

The garage  sale weekend is 

always a good time to get to 

know neighbors, and these 

events enhance the experi-

ence.  Thanks Eastminster! 

Beacon Hillôs summer concert 

series drew a crowd of nearly 

100, even on a hot, humid 

evening.   The next concert is 

on August 11. 


