
G a t e w a t c h  
Your source of  information from the Eastgate Neighborhood Association 

Summer  

2013 

Vol. XIV No. 3 

              eastgategr@gmail.com 

Visit our website  
www.eastgategr.com 

Gatewatch 
Summer 2015 
Vol.  XVI No. 3 

 Visit  
 us on  
 Facebook 

 

Search Eastgate  
Neighborhood Association 

Email us at 
eastgategr@gmail.com 

Join the ENA 
See back page for details 

Beacon Hill Breaks 

Ground on Expansion 

Another Round of  

Garage Sales 

A full dumpster from last year’s 
event at Plymouth Heights Chris-
tian Reformed Church 

Dumpster Day is Coming! 
NO YARD WASTE 

We are unable to accept yard waste.  Yard waste can be dis-

posed of for free at the city’s Butterworth site. 

 NO COMPRENEW 

Due to changes in policy at Comprenew, we are not able to 
accept electronic waste, including TVs.  We encourage you to 

bring your items directly to Comprenew at 1454 28th Street 

near the Kalamazoo Street Meijer. Comprenew is a non-profit 
recycler whose mission is to keep electronics out of landfills.   

 METAL HAULERS 

As in prior years, neighbor and ENA board member Greg 
Wilkins will help collect recyclable metals.  All other items 

will be placed into dumpsters.  

TRAFFIC PATTERN 

Like last year, neighbors will enter Plymouth Heights CRC 
parking lot via Griggs near Lotus.  

VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers twelve-years-old and older are needed to unload 
vehicles, direct traffic, and check residency.  Please contact 

Terri at terri.mawhinney@sbcglobal.net to help.   

Since June’s Garage Sale Weekend was curtailed by the weath-
er, the ENA board will host another sale weekend on August 6-

8, (the same weekend as dumpster day).  As usual, the ENA 

will post signs around the neighborhood and advertise on 

Craigslist and Mlive.  Neighbors are encouraged to make signs 
directing traffic to individual sales.   

AUGUST 8  8AM-NOON 
AT PLYMOUTH HEIGHTS  

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 
(For ENA Residents Only) 

     Beacon Hill at Eastgate of-
ficially broke ground on its 

addition on July 16.   

     Mayor Hartwell, many city 

commissioners and ENA board 
members attended the event on 

the north side of the property 
where the addition will add 56 

new apartments.   

     Music was provided by the 

talented students of our neigh-
bors at the  Piano Cottage.       

ENA President Shana Shroll represented the Eastgate  

neighborhood as part of the ground breaking team 

The front end loader is parked on the north side of the  
Beacon Hill property, ready to be used for construction. 

Five Events You Need 

to Know About 
Dumpster Day at Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed 

 Church is on Saturday, August 8 from 8-noon 

Kids Night Out at Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed 

 Church is on Wednesday, August 12 from 6-8 pm 

Beacon Hill’s Annual Pig Roast at Beacon Hill at East

 gate is on Thursday, August 20 at 5:30 pm 

Eastgate 5k at Beacon Hill at Eastgate on Thursday  

 September 17 at 6:30 pm 

Jazz on the Lawn at Eastminster Presbyterian Church on 

 Saturday, September 19 from 4-5:30 pm 
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Century 

Food & Liquor 

Stop in for all your  
convenience store needs   

Located on Boston Street  

in the heart of the  

Eastgate Neighborhood 

Beacon Hill  

Community Garden 

Summer 2015 

     All is well in the nirvana behind Beacon Hill. Once again 
all spots are full and the wide array of plantings is taking 

root.  Due to all of the late spring and early summer rains 

everything is growing quite prolifically.  

     Anyone interested in gardening with us in 2016 can con-
tact Executive Chef Timothy England at timo-

thy.england@beaconhillgr.org.  A wait list is being compiled 

and will be addressed on a first come first served basis. Many 
neighbors and residents have asked if we will be losing any 

garden space due to the construction.  The answer to that 

question is NO, not at all.  
In fact the opposite is in 

the planning stages, and 

we hope to have more 

space available by summer 
2017. I will keep you all posted on any further details. 

     One concern that has come up by a number of current 

Beacon Hill Community Garden members involves visitors 
helping themselves to produce, flowers, herbs etc. We wel-

come all visitors to walk the paths, sit in the shade of the ga-

zebo, or enjoy the view from one of the numerous benches in 
the garden.  We do ask that all visitors respect the individual 

gardeners’ spaces and refrain from helping themselves.  

There are conversations in the works in regards to installing a 

market-style stand somewhere on the Beacon Hill at Eastgate 
property where some of the individual and kitchen  gardeners 

can place some of their extra production from time to time 

for visitors to enjoy.  This market stand could also be a place 
where Eastgate Neighbors could donate any extra production 

from their home gardens.  

     A garden reminder—dogs are allowed on the outer road of 

the garden but not in the garden itself.  With the amount of 
produce that we grow for the kitchens here at Beacon Hill at 

Eastgate, we must follow Kent County Health Department 

guidelines and avoid any contamination of any kind from 
animal waste.  

     I would very much like to plan either a fall or spring per-

ennial plant exchange with the neighborhood. All the best to 
you and have a great summer!!! 
 

  Bon Appetit and Happy Gardening to all, 

      Executive Chef Timothy England 

      Beacon Hill at Eastgate Community Garden 

“we hope to have more space 

available by summer 2017” 
—Chef England    

Eastminster Presbyterian Church is inviting 
the Eastgate neighbors and congregation 
members to a free jazz concert.  It will be 
on Saturday, September 19, from 4:00 to 

5:30 PM on the church’s beautifully land-
scaped west lawn 
 

The New Revival Jazz band will be provid-
ing the music.  Bring your blankets and 
lawn chairs for an enjoyable musical after-
noon.  As a courtesy, there will be chairs 
provided for those who may have difficul-
ties bringing their own. 
 

In case of rain, the event will be held inside. 

Saturday, 

September 19 
 

4:00-5:30 PM 
 

On the West 

Lawn 

Of Eastmister 

Presbyterian 

Church 
 

Cost: FREE! 

ALL ARE 

INVITED 

mailto:timothy.england@beaconhillgr.org
mailto:timothy.england@beaconhillgr.org


 

 

 

ANDREA’S PIZZA 

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM 

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM 

Family owned since 1969 

Fast Delivery Available          

for Lunch and Dinner 

 

241-5446 
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM 

Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM 

 

 

 

1700 Woodward 

247-0433 
A Christian Outreach Program of  

EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH 

a place to be young, a place to belong 

___2015/2016 Classes___ 
 

3 Year Old      M/W      10:15-12:45 

3 Year Old      T/Th        8:30-11:00 
Young 4’s       T/Th/F   10:15-12:45 

4 Year Old      M/W/F    8:30-11:00 

4 Year Old      M-Th       1:00-3:30 

Young 5’s       M-Th       1:00-3:30 

2015 - 2016     

www.greenridge.com/kelley.rahilly 

Kelley Rahilly 
kelleyrahilly@gmail.com 

616-706-6439 

Resident of, and Realtor for, 
the Eastgate Neighborhood 

From the President 

Specializing in builder’s and decorative hardware 

1500 Kalamazoo Avenue 
616.241.2655 

M-F 7am-6pm 
S 7:30 am –4:30pm 

www.modernhardware.com 

      Greetings neighbors!  As 

I sit and type this note to 

you, the sounds of fire-

works fill  the air.  Along 

with the hiss of sprinklers 

on wet grass and the squeal 

of kids chasing balls and 

riding bikes, this is the 

sound of summer. It's hard 

to believe that 2015 is al-

ready half over, though many of our neighborhood 

events have yet to begin. 

     One sound of summer that will be hitting closer 

to home than usual this year is the sound of con-

struction.  Between the Burton closure, the expan-

sion at Beacon Hill and the water main repair on 

Woodward, there is a lot of activity underway in 

the neighborhood.  Despite whatever inconven-

iences we may endure over the next few months, 

I'm sure the finished products will be worth the 

temporary hassles. 

     Speaking of hassles, the weather was not coop-

erative in May when we hosted our annual Sale 

Days event.  Many neighbors indicated on Face-

book that they were cutting their sales short rather 

than sit in the rain.  We have also received input 

that there is interested in hosting Sale Days closer 

to Dumpster Day (August 8), so we are hosting a 

second round of Sales August 6-8.  As usual, the 

association will provide signage and advertis-

ing.  We will use this second round as a trial run to 

see if it makes sense having a "cash or trash" kind 

of weekend. 

     Besides considering whether or not to host an-

other garage sale, please consider hosting a block 

party.  These events are so much fun for everyone 

and you can get up to $75 in expenses reimbursed 

by the ENA.   

     Special thanks to Dr. Leonard Bartosewciz for 

hosting a neighborhood picnic in June!  I know my 

kids enjoyed the games, treats and prizes.  Thank 

you also to Eastminster Presbyterian Church for co

-hosting the Ice Cream Social with the ENA in 

May.  The relationships we have with our sur-

rounding businesses, churches and other organiza-

tions are what make Eastgate a special place to 

live.  Thanks for all you do! 
 

  —Shana Shroll, ENA President 



   Page 4 

In Short… 
 

 Many changes are happening at our local D & W.  The 

parking lot was resurfaced on June 3, the Starbucks is 

relocating inside the store, and the deli counter will be 
expanding.  Other changes may be in the works. 

 

 Calendar Dates to add:  
 Kids Night Out at Plymouth Heights Christian Re-

 formed Church is on Wednesday, August 12, 6-8 pm 

 Beacon Hill’s Annual Pig Roast at Beacon 

 Hill on Thursday, August 20 at 5:30 
 Jazz on the Lawn at Eastminster Presbyterian  

 Church on Saturday, September 19 from 4-5:30 pm 

 
 Road construction is in full swing in and around the 

ENA.  In addition to Burton Street being closed for two 

weeks, Woodward Street is getting a new water main, 
and Kalamazoo Avenue is being resurfaced.   

 

 At its last meeting, the ENA board met with John Helm-

holdt of the Grand Rapids Public Schools.  Helmholdt 
will give a presentation about the Transformation Initia-

tive and the Bond Proposal at the ENA annual meeting 

on October 15 at Fifth Reformed Church.   
 

 According to Mlive, a new retailer is coming to Breton 

Village: Orvis.  The store specializes in fly fishing gear 

and outdoor apparel.  The Mlive report stated that Orvis 
will open this fall in the space adjacent to West Elm.   

Michigan First is  

Remodeling  
Completion is targeted for  

mid-September 

TPC 
The Piano Cottage 

 
Exceptional Music Instruction 

 
2010 Boston Street 

616.334.7258 

www.thepianocottagegr.com 

Construction is well underway for the Fresh Thyme 
Market at the former Michigan Athletic Club on Bur-
ton Street.  The grocery store will anchor the retail 
development at the site.     

Work crews are painting the reconfigured offices at the 
1825 Breton location of Michigan First Credit Union  

     Michigan First is ex-
panding its services and 

reconfiguring its office at 

its Breton Location.   

     The upstairs will have a 
new teller row, 2 new 

ATMs, and a high speed 

coin sorter.  It is also get-
ting new offices for in-

creased financial services.   

     The lower level is being  
transformed into a large 

room for training, seminars, 

and meetings.   

     Michigan First has al-
ready invited the ENA 

board to meet in its newly 

renovated space when the 
construction is completed. 
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VANDEN BOUT  
LAWN MAINTENANCE, INC. 

 
 

KEN VANDEN BOUT         

7154 Morse Lake Ave 
 

Alto, MI 49302 

(616) 437-7987 cell 

 (616) 868-LAWN 

Fifth  

Reformed 

Church 
 

Growing Disciples 
Who Make Disciples 

 

Sunday Worship 10:00am 
 

2012 Griggs St SE 

www.fifthrc.org / 616.245.9247 

 
For all your lawn needs! 
Do You Have Yard Work?  

Call Ken: 437-7987 

 Lawn Maintenance 
 Stump Grinding/Removal 
 Yard and Fall Clean Up 
 Gutter Cleaning 
 Pruning 
 Fertilizing 
 Snow Plowing 



Sunday services at 10:00 and 5:30 
1800 Plymouth Rd 

www.phcrc.org 
243-5638 

E q u i p pi n g  d i sc i p l es  t o  b eco me n e i g h b ors…  
. . . i n v i t i n g  n e i g hb o rs  t o  b eco me d i sc i p l e s. 

 

BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 
2003 Burton St. S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
(616) 245-9830 

 

Beacon Hill Pig Roast Date  

   The Eastminster Bike Re-
pair Team will be working 

on bikes again on Saturday 

August 22 from 10-4.  Stop 

Free Bike Repair              

Eastminster Jewelry Sale 

Raises $4000! 
the event.  “We sent $2,000 
to Kids' Food Basket and an 

anonymous donor in Grand 

Rapids was matching funds 

that week, so our $2,000 dou-
bled to $4,000. We were very, 

very pleased,” she said.   

     During Garage Sale 
Weekend, Eastminster Pres-

byterian Church held its 

annual jewelry sale.   

     “The sale went wonder-
fully well,” said Carol 

Willmes who coordinated 

     The Eastgate 5k will be 
held on September 17.   

     We are looking to in-

crease participation, so 

please consider entering the 

half-mile walk, the 5k race, 
or the 5k walk.  Children are 

invite to participate, too!  

     More information is at 

Beacon Hill’s web page. 

AND 

HOTDOGS! 

by the church parking lot 
and enjoy a hot dog while 

you wait for a free bike tune 

up. 

Looking for Participants 

for the Eastgate 5K! 

Thursday, August 20 at 5:30 
neighbors are invited to join 
at 5:30.  The food and enter-

tainment are always fantas-

tic.   

     Beacon Hill’s annual Pig 
Roast is on August 20. 

     Beacon Hill residents 

will be eating first, and the 

No Experience Necessary 
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Eastgate  

Calendar 2014 

July 
Gatewatch Delivery  
25 Hot Dogs and Bike Repair at Eastmin- 
        ster Presbyterian Church 10am – 4pm 

 
August  

8 Dumpster Day at Plymouth Heights Chris-
tian Reformed Church 

12 Kids Night Out at Plymouth Heights Chris-   
       tian Reformed Church  6 -- 8 pm 
20 Annual Pig Roast at Beacon Hill at  
       Eastgate  5:30 
22 Hot Dogs and Bike Repair at Eastmin- 
        ster Presbyterian Church 10am – 4pm 
   

September 
17 ENA Board Meeting.   
17    Eastgate 5k Race/Walk 
19 Jazz on the Lawn event at Eastminster     
        Presbyterian Church  4 -- 5:30 pm 
 

October 
Gatewatch Delivery 
15 ENA Annual Meeting at Fifth Reformed    
       Church 7pm 
31   Trunk or Treat at Fifth Reformed  
       Church 

December 
ENA Christmas Lights Contest on Facebook 

More events will fill this calendar as  
soon as plans are finalized.  Stay tuned!  

See something strange? 
 

IF YOU NOTICE  

UNUSUAL BEHAVIOR 
 

Or think the police  

should be aware of something 
 

CALL THEM AT THE NON-EMERGENCY 

PHONE NUMBER: 

456-3403 

On June 3 the D & W parking lot 

was resurfaced. 

Many Eastgate residents heard the sirens 

on June 15 with the accident that closed the 

Boston and Plymouth intersection. 

West Elm, a furniture retailer, opened a 

location at Breton Village this spring.  

New signs at the shopping mall give 

West Elm top billing. 

On May 20 the Piano Cottage 

had a fire scare.  The interior 

filled with smoke due to an air 

conditioning malfunction.   

Work crews are constructing a new 

entrance at Breton Downs Elemen-

tary School to improve security.  

Remodeling will occur throughout 

the summer. 

On May 27 Grand Rapids Christian 

Middle School students gathered to 

dedicate and tour the updated facility 

at the former Shawnee Park Elemen-

tary School. 

In and Around the ‘Gate... 



2015 BOARD 
Shana Shroll, PRESIDENT 
Jim Rauwerda, VICE PRESIDENT 
Paula Englin, SECRETARY 
Jonathan Chitwood, TREASURER 
Tina Cronkhite 
Terri Mawhinney 
Todd Neckers 
Chris Nienhuis 
Greg Wilkins 
Megan Wolenberg 

Host a Summer Block Party! 

 

Volunteers Needed! 
TO HELP AT DUMPSTER DAY 

 

—DIRECTING TRAFFIC  
—TAKING NAMES 

—ANSWERING QUESTIONS 

Saturday August 8 
 

Contact Terri at  

terri.mawhinney@sbcglobal.net 

 

Dial 311 

The city of Grand Rapids has a 311 service that al-

lows residents to contact individual city depart-

ments by dialing 311.  If you have concerns involv-

ing anything from a street lights or pot holes or 

barking dogs, then 311 is the number to call.   

Police Non-Emergency 

456-3403 

Phone Directory 

 

 Join us  

 on facebook 

 

Search  

Eastgate Neighborhood Association 

and be part of the discussion.   

VISIT US ON THE WEB 
The Eastgate  

Neighborhood Association  

Website is at 

www.eastgategr.com 

SPECIAL THANKS TO  
 

D&W Fresh Market 
 

For donating ice cream for our  

annual Eastgate Ice Cream Social 
 

AND  TO  
 

Dr. Bartoszewicz 
For hosting a summer picnic in his 

parking lot at Bartoszewicz Family 

Dental 

Eastminster’s Free Bike Repair 

—-Saturday, August 22 From 10-4—- 

Enjoy a Hotdog While You Visit! 

 

Thanks!

 

Thanks!

     The ENA reimburses expenses for block 

parties—up to $75.00.  Send receipts to our 

treasurer, Jonathan Chitwood at 1627 

Woodward. 

     Use the summer weather as an excuse to 

invite your neighbors to get together!      


