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Elliott Neighbors See Changes  
Neighbors learn of a possible housing development for  

 the space north of Elliot Street  

On May 27, 2014 several  

households  in  the  ENA  re- Seven acres  

ceived   notice   from   Mosaic  of possible  The dividing  

Properties   and   Homes   that  development  line between  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the ENA  
See back page for details  
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they had entered into an agree- 

ment with the owners of the 7  

acre  parcel  north  of  Elliott  

Street  to  clear  some  of  the  

trees and “get a better under- 

standing of the property.”  

Neighbors   have   been   in  

continuous conversation with  

Brad Rottschafer, President of  

Mosaic Properties, about what  

the  
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Beacon Hill  

Expansion  Update  
Project Delayed as Neighbors Voice Concerns  

In June, the Grand Rapids  

Planning Commission met to  

consider a variance on a pro- 

posal to change the size and  

scope of a planned Beacon  

Hill at Eastgate [BHE] ex- 

pansion.  

Five Calendar Items  
 Dumpster Day will be  Aug. 9  
 The event goes from 8:00 am—noon at  

Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed 

Church’s parking lot.  See page 6  

 “Kids Night Out” will be Aug. 13  

Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed 

Church’s  event will include a visit from 

The Critter Barn.  See page 4  

 Beacon Hill’s Pig Roast will be Sept. 11  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Several neighbors attend- 

ed the meeting, voicing con- 

cern over the project.  As a  

result, the Planning Commis- 

sion required Beacon Hill to  

revise their plans, with input  

from  the  neighbors,  before  

the project can continue.  

Although the changes will  

mean that the expansion will  

be delayed and the new plans  

will need to once again be  

presented to the city, neigh- 

bors  report  that  they  have  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

appreciated cooperation from 

Beacon Hill and the Planning 

Commission. —CONTINUED ON PG. 5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beacon Hill invites the neighbors to the 

annual pig roast on the front lawn at  

Beacon Hill.  See page 6  

 Eastgate 5K Run/Walk will be Sept. 18  
 The neighborhood run winds entirely  

through the ENA.  It’s a great cause! 

See page 6  

 “Jazz on the Lawn” will be Sept 6  
 Eastminster Presbyterian Church is invit- 

ing neighbors to an outdoor Saturday 

afternoon jazz event.  See page 8  

 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate on Bos-

ton Street intends to expand 

The map showing the property north of Elliott Street 



 

Inside the ‘Gate...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eastgate’s  

Convenience  

Store  

Stop in for all your  
convenience store needs  

 
 
Located on Boston Street  

in the heart of the Eastgate Neighborhood  
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 Garage Sales during 

Garage Sale weekend 

Block Party on 

Hutchinson Street 

Community Garden at 

Fifth Reformed Church 

ENA Ice Cream Social 

Lego Movie event at 

Mulick Park 

Bikes at Eastminster’s 

Hot Dog and Bike Repair 

Saturdays...next event is 

August 16 from 10-3 
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Eastgate’s  

Convenience  

Store  

Stop in for all your  
convenience store needs  

 
 
Located on Boston Street  

in the heart of the Eastgate Neighborhood  
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2014 - 2015 ___2014/2015 Classes___ 

3 Year Old      M/W 10:15-12:45 

3 Year Old      T/Th 8:30-11:00 

Young 4’s T/Th/F 10:15-12:45 

4 Year Old M/W/F 8:30-11:00 

4 Year Old M-Th 1:00-3:30 

Young 5’s M-Th 1:00-3:30 

a place to be young, a place to belong 

1700 Woodward A Christian Outreach Program of 

247-0433 EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH 

 

 

 

www.greenridge.com/kelley.rahilly  

Kelley Rahilly  
kelleyrahilly@gmail.com 

616-706-6439  

 
 
 
 

Resident of, and Realtor for,  

 the Eastgate Neighborhood  

 

M-F 7am-6pm  1500 Kalamazoo Avenue  
S 7:30 am -4:30pm  616.241.2655  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specializing in builder’s and decorative hardware  

www.modernhardware.com  

ANDREA’S PIZZA  
Family owned since 1969  
 Fast Delivery Available  

for Lunch and Dinner  

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM  

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM  

Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

241-5446  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM  

 

Mentor a Student at 

Mulick Park 
 

You can make the difference in the life of a child in 

our neighborhood!   
 

Join the Mulick Park Mentoring Collaborative this 

year as a mentor for 4th and 5th grade students at 

Mulick Park Elementary School and set a child on a 

new path toward reading success.   
 

Mentors meet for one hour weekly with students to 

build a friendship-relationship and provide structured 

guidance in reading (don't worry - we'll teach you 

how!).   
 

To learn more, contact Deborah McCreary, the men-

toring coordinator by phone (616) 334-9083 or email 

pastord@embracehopegr.org 

 

Neighbors,  
 

     One of my favorite things 

about summer is the chance to 

get out and explore more of 

my neighborhood.  My hus-

band and I have lived in the 

Eastgate neighborhood for 

nearly ten years now but we 

are still finding new things to 

love about our area.  Just this 

past month, our five-year-old son attended the Vaca-

tion Bible School held at Fifth Reformed Church, and 

we thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to meet more 

families and kids in the area.  A few weeks ago, we 

attended the first Movies at Mulick event and despite 

the “moist” weather, everyone in attendance enjoyed 

the free popcorn and fun!  And in September, Eastmin-

ster Presbyterian Church will be hosting their first ever 

“Jazz Event”, which sounds very promising as well.   

     Of course, summer is also a time to look forward to 

old traditions as well, which is why we always make 

sure to mark our calendars for the Plymouth Heights 

“Kids Night Out Event” and the Beacon Hill Pig Roast 

and the 5K Run.  And if you haven’t yet, be sure to 

start planning your annual block party or start a new 

tradition of your own. 

     All these events add up to a sense of community 

that is invaluable to all of us.  Be sure to take ad-

vantage of what your neighborhood has to of-

fer!  We’ve found that these events, activities and op-

portunities to socialize are what have really made our 

house a home.   

From the President 



 

NEIGHBORS ON ELLIOTT STREET 

SEEK ANSWERS —FROM PAGE 1  

process will involve. Mike Buwalda, an Elliott resident, has  

spearheaded communication with Rottschafer and has made  

the following information available to concerned neigh- 

bors:  

MIKE: We all bought homes in this neighborhood because 

of the backyard privacy and natural beauty. What assuranc- 

es can you give us that we won’t have to look at houses, 

street lights, and people in our backyards now?  

BRAD: While there are no specific site development plans  

in place yet, our desire is to provide a landscape buffer (ex.  

hills, mature trees) behind your homes to preserve your  

backyard privacy and natural beauty as much as possible.  
 

MIKE: We already have storm water and drainage prob- 

lems in this neighborhood. If we clear the woods and alter 

the terrain, won’t this make the problem even worse?  
 

BRAD: No. In fact our top priority right now is to improve  

or even eliminate the water related problems for current  

neighbors. To accomplish this, we are currently thinning  

the woods to help us better evaluate the property, as well as  

meeting with city officials from Grand Rapids and East  

Grand Rapids to review the current drainage systems, fix  

existing problems that have gone unresolved for years, and  

develop a coordinated solution that is better for everyone.  
 

MIKE: Traffic is very congested in front of the Breton Vil- 

lage Shopping Mall - especially in front of D&W where 4  

lanes merge into 2 lanes. Will the proposed development  

compound the problem by routing more traffic onto Breton  

in this area?  
 

BRAD: Again, no specific site plans have been developed  

yet, but our intention is to create a low-impact outlet from  

the development on to Griggs and possibly Oxford. We  

have also considered an egress to Breton, but the chances of  

 

The Critters are Coming!  
—TO KIDS NIGHT OUT—  

          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

that happening are slim. Our aim is not to add to the con- 

gestion on Breton, but rather to create a very minimal traf- 

fic impact in the surrounding neighborhoods.  

MIKE: Will there be an opportunity for official neighbor- 

hood    input  on    the  proposed  develop-

ment?  
 

BRAD: Yes. When specific site plans are developed, they 

will go to the Grand Rapids Planning Commission for ap- 

proval. At that time, neighbors will have the opportunity to 

give their feedback on the details of the site plans.  

Recently, Rottschafer indicated that they are still studying  

the site and need to meet with the city of Grand Rapids. In  

the relatively near future, he has plans to present an update  

on the site that will cover: (1) Drainage Issues (2) Site De- 

sign Options (3) Timeline Information. Rottschafer de- 

clined an invitation to join the July ENA Board Meeting as  

they do not have something substantial to share at this time.  

A past photograph of a 
young ENA neighbor 
petting the goat at Kids 
Night Out at Plymouth 
Height Christian Re-
formed Church.   The 
Critter Barn will be back 
again this year on 
Wednesday, August 13 

Kids Night Out at Plymouth Heights Chris-
tian Reformed Church on Plymouth will again 
offer games, a bounce house, and a return visit 
from the Critter Barn animals. Grand Rapids 
Public Schools will provide a meal.  The free 
event is from 6-8 pm on August 13.  

Equipping disciples to become neighbors…. 

    ...inviting neighbors to become disciples 

Sunday Services at 10:00 and 5:30 

1800 Plymouth Road 

www.phcrc.org 

243-5638 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The neighbors on Hutchinson hosted their annual 4th 

of July block party.  Neighborhood kids decorated their 

bikes and paraded down the street.   

     ENA board member Greg Wilkins led the parade 

with his tractor.  “It’s a great tradition in our little corner 

of the neighborhood,” Greg said.  “What a wonderful 

time of community.”   

      Neighbors then enjoyed each other’s company with 

a potluck lunch and other activities. 

Hutchinson’s Block Party:  

4th of July Bike Parade 

 

BEACON HILL—FROM PAGE 1  
 

 

Jason Loepp, on Facebook 

noted, “We applaud Jeff Huegli 

[BHE CEO] and the City of GR 

for listening to the neighbors most 

affected.”   

     Huegli along with Cole Graham of 

Greenbrier Development proved at gen-

eral scope of the $30 million expansion 

at the ENA open board meeting on July 

17.   
 

At that time, the plan involved:  

 At two story expansion in the back of 

the property that would include be-

tween 50-60 apartments.   

 A remodeling of the original building 

at 1845 Boston.   

 A walkway to connect the two build-

ings.  A Center for Arts, Worship, 

and Entertainment.   

 A Garden Café near the community 

garden.   

 

     Huegli noted that the retirement fa-

cility has been open for 4 years, and it 

is currently at capacity.   

     Although most of us are more fo-

cused on keeping cool this summer 

than on political issues, the August 

primary is coming up soon. 

     Apart from candidates seeking their 

party’s nominations, there are also 

some important issues facing vot-

ers.  Here’s a quick update on what to 

expect on the August ballot. 
 

-       Proposal 1:  A statewide ballot 

initiative that will eliminate the per-

sonal property tax (PPT) on small 

business and phase it out for larger 

businesses.  This proposal also guar-

antees 100 percent of the lost revenue 

from the PPT will go to local services 

like police, fire, jails, roads, etc. Learn 

more:  www.StrongAndSafeCommuni

ties.com 

-       Senior Millage:  A countywide 

millage that provides a diverse range 

of vital services to help older 

adults.  Services include meals-on-

wheels, 

home care, transportation.  This 

millage is an increase – from .33 

to .5. Learn more:  http://

www.aaawm.org/senior_millage  

- Kent District Library 

Millage:  You may have seen in 

the news that there is a library 

millage on the August bal-

lot.  There is – but not for citizens 

of the City of Grand Rapids.  The 

KDL millage affects most of the 

rest of the county, however, and is 

an increase from .88 to 1.28 mills. 

Learn more:  http://www.kdl.org/

millage 

Primary Elections August 5 

http://www.strongandsafecommunities.com/
http://www.strongandsafecommunities.com/
http://www.aaawm.org/senior_millage
http://www.aaawm.org/senior_millage
http://www.kdl.org/millage
http://www.kdl.org/millage


Eastgate 5k 

     The 

Eastgate 

Neighbor-

hood Asso-

ciation, in 

partnership 

with Beacon 

Hill at East-

gate, is 

again host-

ing a 5k run-walk. 

     Consider participating in the 

mid-week race: Thursday Sep-

tember 18 at 6:30.  The winding 

course stays entirely within the 

ENA boundaries.   

     Proceeds from the race go to 

both the ENA and the Mary and 

Martha Fund at Beacon Hill.  

More information can be ac-

cessed through the Beacon Hill 

website: beaconhillgr.org  

     We are always looking for 

sponsors, so please consider this 

local tax deductible cause!  Con-

tact Nikki at Nik-

ki.Younts@beaconhillgr.org or 

608-8270 

Thursday September 18 at 6:30 

 

BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 
2003 Burton St. S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49506 

 

TRAFFIC PATTERN 

Like last year, neighbors will enter Plymouth Heights CRC parking lot via        

Griggs near Lotus.   

  NO YARD WASTE 

Due to budget constraints, the city is not allowing us to collect yard waste.  Yard 

waste can be disposed of for free at the city’s Butterworth site. 

 COMPRENEW 

Again this year we will have an electronics recycler on hand with a trailer to proper-

ly dispose of electronics.  Comprenew (451-4400) is a non-profit recycler whose 

mission is to keep electronics out of landfills.   

 METAL HAULERS 

As in prior years, neighbor and board member Greg Wilkins will help collect recy-

clable metals.  All other items will be placed into dumpsters.  

 VOLUNTEERS 

 Volunteers are needed to unload vehicles, direct traffic, and check residen-

cy.  Please contact Terri at terri.mawhinney@sbcglobal.net to help.  Due to city re-

quirements, children under age 12 will not be allowed near the dumpsters. 

Dumpster Day: August 9  

The ENA is pleased to host our popular annual event at 

Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed Church Parking Lot 
 

August 9, Saturday Morning 
 

8:00—Noon 
 

You can still volunteer, even for part of the time 
 

Email: terri.mawhinney@sbcglobal.net 

   The ENA reimburses 

block parties for up to $75.  

Merely submit your re-

ceipts to our treasurer, Jon-

athan Chitwood, at 1627 

Woodward.   

     Block parties can be as 

simple as “bring a dessert.”    

     Have a block party, and 

get to know those neigh-

bors! 

It’s Block Party Time! 

   Beacon Hill’s annual Pig 

Roast is on September 11. 

     Beacon Hill residents 

will be eating first, and the 

neighbors are invited to 

join at 5:30.  The menu 

will be BBQ pulled pork, 

chicken, hamburgers, and 

hotdogs. 

     As in past years, there 

will be entertainment.   

Remember the Pig Roast! 

   The Eastminster Bike 

Repair Team will be fixing 

bikes again on Saturday 

August 16 from 10-3.  

Stop by the church 

parking lot and enjoy a hot 

dog while you wait for a 

free bike fix. 

Free Bike Repair              AND 

HOTDOGS! 
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“Jazz on the Lawn”  
 
   Saturday  

   September 6  

 4-5:30 pm 

   At the west lawn of  

 Eastminster Pres- 

byterian Church 

Cost: free!  

Come enjoy an afternoon of jazz music on the  

 

 

 

 

 

Preventing Burglary  
——-A primer——- 

1. check your locks  
The #1 crime preventer.  94% of successful bur- 
 

 

Out with the Old...  

 

Neighbors Invited to  

And In with the New...  
church’s west lawn at 1700 Woodward  

 
 

Eastminster Presbyterian  

Church is inviting East- 

gate  neighbors  to  a  free  

jazz concert.  It will be on  

Saturday September 6 from  

4   to 5:30   PM   on   the 

church’s lawn.  

 

 

The   New   Revival   Jazz 

Band will be providing the 

music.  Bring your blankets 

and lawn chairs for an enjoy- 

able musical afternoon.  

In case of rain, the event 

will be moved inside.  

 

The “back” of the old Eastgate Pharmacy gets a new sign— 
the new sign went up in late June and the old one came down 
in early July  
 

glars enter through the ground floor. Consider 

motion lights & deadbolts  

2. monitor your neighborhood  
Visit Crimmapping.com. Sign up for email alerts  

3. make your place look occupied  
When absent, consider light timers, parking a car 
in the driveway, and stopping the mail  

4. ditch the hidden key  
Better to “hide” the key with a trusted neighbor  

5. consider getting an alarm system  
A powerful deterrent  

6. they’ll be back  
76% of burglars return within 30 days  

Every year, more than 2.1 million burglaries are re- 

ported to law enforcement authorities. These account for 

21% of property crimes in the United States. On average, 

one burglary results in a financial loss of $1,725.  
—adapted from Preventing Burglary: A Guide for Citizens  

Page 8  
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In Short...  

 

 

 

 

was not enough to deter the hundreds of neighbors who  

gathered for an outdoor screening of The Lego Mov- 

ie!  Kids enjoyed face-painting, a bounce house and  

games while parents socialized and  nibbled on free pop- 

corn. Plans are in the works for another outdoor movie event.  

 Hot Mama, a women’s clothing chain that will occupy  

 one of the new spaces at Breton Village, is getting a new  

name.  When the new store opens in September, its  

name will be Evereve.  

 As you think about your fall plans, consider tutoring a  

 student at Mulick Park Elementary. Contact Fifth Re- 

formed Church and the Mulick Park mentoring Program.  

 Eastminster Presbyterian Church is offering Zumba clas- 

 ses on Mondays at 7 pm. It's free and all are welcome!  

 According to the city website, the Burton Street resurfac- 

 ing project is (still) tentatively scheduled to begin in July.  

 Thanks to all who participated in garage sale weekend.  

 The weekend was enjoyable as neighbors had sales,  

Eastminster served hotdogs and fixed bikes, and the ENA 

offered ice cream.  
 



In Short...  

 

 The  first-ever “Movies  at  

Mulick” took place in June,  

and the slightly soggy weather  
Eastgate Facebook  

 

 

 

 

was not enough to deter the hundreds of neighbors who  

gathered for an outdoor screening of The Lego Mov- 

ie!  Kids enjoyed face-painting, a bounce house and  

games while parents socialized and  nibbled on free pop- 

corn. Plans are in the works for another outdoor movie event.  

 Hot Mama, a women’s clothing chain that will occupy  

 one of the new spaces at Breton Village, is getting a new  

name.  When the new store opens in September, its  

name will be Evereve.  

 As you think about your fall plans, consider tutoring a  

 student at Mulick Park Elementary. Contact Fifth Re- 

formed Church and the Mulick Park mentoring Program.  

 Eastminster Presbyterian Church is offering Zumba clas- 

 ses on Mondays at 7 pm. It's free and all are welcome!  

 According to the city website, the Burton Street resurfac- 

 ing project is (still) tentatively scheduled to begin in July.  

 Thanks to all who participated in garage sale weekend.  

 The weekend was enjoyable as neighbors had sales,  

Eastminster served hotdogs and fixed bikes, and the ENA 

offered ice cream.  
 

 

Page: The Place To Be  
Search Eastgate Neighborhood on Facebook  

With 450  friends,  the  book   with   information, 

ENA Facebook page is in-  warnings, and advice.  The 

creasingly   becoming   the  instantaneous communica- 

dominate method of com-  tion was far more effective 

munication    within    the  than  warning  people  by 

neighborhood.  passing out flyers as we’ve  

At   any   given   time,  done in the past.  

neighbors are sharing infor- To   find   us,   simply 

mation about lost pets, sus-  search ‘Eastgate Neighbor- 

picious looking people, or  hood Association’ on Fa- 

“who can paint my garage.” cebook.  You will need to  

“It’s  really ‘neighbor-  be approved by the group’s  

hood of the 21st century,’”  administrators  before  re- 

said  Shana  Shroll,  ENA  ceiving   access,   but   this  

president. “The communi-  security feature  prevents  

cation is instant and effec-  spammers from joining our  

tive.”  group.  

Some   time   ago   there  Check us out frequently 

was a rash of car burglaries.  to   connect   with   your 

Neighbors turned to face-   neighbors.  See you online!  

 

 

 

 

Fifth  

Reformed  
Church  

Growing Disciples  
Who Make Disciples  

Sunday Worship 10:00am  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2012 Griggs St SE  
www.fifthrc.org / 616.245.9247  
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VANDEN BOUT  
LAWN MAINTENANCE, INC. 

 

 

KEN VANDEN BOUT         
7154 Morse Lake Ave 

 
Alto, MI 49302 

(616) 437-7989 cell 

 (616) 868-LAWN 

Mowing, edging, and 
pruning got you down?   

 Call Ken… 
he can help! 

 Lawn Maintenance  
 Gutter Cleaning 
 Fertilizing 
 Pruning and Hedging 
 Weed Control 
 Aeration/Coring 
 Fall Clean Up 



2013 BOARD 
Shana Shroll, PRESIDENT 
Jim Rauwerda, VICE PRESIDENT 
Paula Englin, SECRETARY 
Jonathan Chitwood, TREASURER 
Tina Cronkhite 
Terri Mawhinney 
Todd Neckers 
Chris Nienhuis 
Greg Wilkins 
Megan Wolenberg 

Volunteers Needed! 
TO HELP AT DUMPSTER DAY 

DIRECTING TRAFFIC, TAKING NAMES, ANSWERING QUESTIONS 

Saturday August 9  
 

TWO MORNING SHIFTS: 
FROM 8:00ñ10:00 or FROM 10:00ñNOON 

 

Contact Terri at  terri.mawhinney@sbcglobal.net 

 

Abandoned car in the street.ééé.éé..456-3310 

Loose/loud animals.éé..ééééééé336-3210 

Pothole problems..éééééééééé..456-4670 

Garbage collection...éé.éééé...é....456-3232 

Garbage, long grass, weed complaints...456-3053 

Police (non-emergency)ééééé..éé.456-3403 

Street light out..ééééééé...ééé..456-3281 

Street closing request for block party..é456-3066 

Street sign questionéééééééééé456-3066 

Phone Directory  

 

 Join us  

 on facebook  

 

Search  

Eastgate Neighborhood Association  

and be part of the discussion.   

The ENA would like to thank 

Breton Village  D & W 
and 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate 
For their donations to the ENA ice cream social  

Check it out 
The ENA Website: 

www.eastgategr.com 

Eastgate Calendar  

August 
9    ENA Dumpster Day 
13 Kids Night Out at Plymouth Heights Christian  
      Reformed Church 
16   Hot Dog! Bike Repair at Eastminster 10-3 pm 
18   Blood Drive at Plymouth Heights 

September 
6 Jazz on the Lawn at Eastminster Presbyterian  
       Church 4-5:50 pm 
11   Pig Roast Picnic at Beacon Hill at Eastgate 5:30 pm 
18  Eastgate 5K Run-Walk.  6:30 pm 

October 
Gatewatch Delivery 
16   ENA Annual Meeting at Beacon Hill 7:00 pm 
31   Trunk or Treat at Fifth Reformed Church 

November 
4   Election Day 

December 
ENA Christmas Lights Contest on Facebook 
15   Blood Drive at Plymouth Heights 


