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Garage Sales,  
Ice Cream Social, 
and a Jewelry Sale 

     Once again, neighbors are 
invited to open up their garag-
es and sell their stuff.   
     Garage Sale weekend is 
Thursday, Friday, and Satur-
day, May 29, 30, and 31.   
      The ENA will post signs 
around the neighborhood, and 
advertise through social media 
outlets. Those efforts are in-
tended to bring people to the 
neighborhood, and neighbors 

are expected to post signs 
directing traffic to their indi-
vidual sales.   
     Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church will host its annual 
jewelry sale the next week 
on June 8 at the church.  
100% of the proceeds go to 
charity. See page 4 for details. 
     The Ice Cream Social will 
be held on Saturday, June 8 
from noon-2pm, also at  
Eastminster Presbyterian 
Churchôs parking lot. 

Garage Sales  
ThursdayðSaturday,  
May 30, 31, and June 1 

 
Jewelry Sale &  
Ice Cream Social 
Saturday, June 8 

Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church parking lot 

New Treasurer &  
New Address for ENA 

     Last March our ENA 
treasurer Stephen Condon 
left the neighborhood to ac-
cept a new job in the Chica-
go area.   
     Board member Chris 
Burri accepted the nomina-
tion and the ENA board 
elected him as the new 
treasurer.  
     Traditionally, the ENA 
address has been the treasur-

erôs address, meaning there 
have been 3 ENA address 
changes in the last 9 months.   
     With this in mind, the 
ENA board opted to secure 
a permanent mailing address 
with Beacon Hill at East-
gate. There is a mailbox 
there at 1919 Boston Street 
specifically for the ENA. 
     Thank you to Beacon 
Hill for offering this hospi-
tality.   

New Offices to Breton Road 
L          

 M  H    

     In its March 15 Facebook post, Solomon 
Law Firm announced that it will be moving to 
the Former Metro Health Building at 1925 Bre-
ton Road. The posting also noted that the Grand 
Rapids Social Security Office of Hearings Op-
erations will be located in the same building.   
     Solomon Law Firm PLLC in Grand Rapids 
was founded six years ago. It specializes in a 
variety of areas including social security disa-
bility, workersô compensation, and personal 
bankruptcy.   
     The Facebook posting said that the firm 
would be moving in April of 2019.     
     The former Metro Building has been vacant 
since 2013 when it was listed for sale by Colli-
ers International. Recently it has undergone ex-
tensive renovation both inside and out.       

The office building at 1925 Breton before its  
renovation.  It will be home to both law offices  
and social security offices 
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Club Pilates Now Open 
in Breton Village 

     A Club Pilates franchise opened in Breton Village on 
May 9. Pilates is a low impact exercise that works to im-
prove muscle strength, balance, and flexibility. Club Pila-
tes originated in 2007 in San Diego; it has more than 500 
locations nationwide, including 10 other locations either 
open or scheduled to open in Michigan.   

ENA Calendar  
of Events 

1 
 

8 
 
 

8 

  
MAY 
Gatewatch Delivery  
 

   16 ENA Board Meeting at 7:00 pm.  
 

 30-31 Start of ENA Garage Sale Weekend 
 
JUNE 
 Final day of ENA Garage Sale Weekend 
 

 ENA Ice Cream Social at Eastminster 
 Presbyterian Church from noon-2pm   

 Eastminster Presbyterian Church annual 
  jewelry sale for charity from 9am-3pm 
 Hot Dog!Bike Tune-ups at Eastminster Pres-
byterian Church from  
 

   12 Concert on the Green at Beacon Hill at  
            Eastgate at 7pm: The River Rogues 
 
JULY 
Gatewatch Delivery  
   10 Concert on the Green at Beacon Hill at  
            Eastgate at 7pm: Paddyôs Cure 
 

   19 ENA Board Meeting at 7:00 pm 
   29 ï  Aug 2  Vacation Bible School at Fifth Re- 
            formed Church.   
 
AUGUST 
     7 Kids Night Out at Plymouth Heights Christian 
 Reformed Church from 6-8pm       
   14 Concert on the Green at Beacon Hill at  
            Eastgate at 7pm: The Crane Wives 
   22 Neighborhood Picnic at Beacon Hill at       
 Eastgate  
 
SEPTEMBER   19 ENA Board Meeting at 7:00 pm  
 
OCTOBER 
Gatewatch Delivery  
 

   24 ENA Annual Meeting at 7:00 pm.  
 

   31 Trunk or Treat at Fifth Reformed Church from  
 5:30-7pm 
 
NOVEMBER 
     5   Voting Day 
 
DECEMBER 

 

Stay tuned to this space. More events will 
be added as the year progresses. 
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ANDREAôS PIZZA 

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM 

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM 

Family owned since 1969 
Fast Delivery Available          
for Lunch and Dinner 

 

241-5446 
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM 
Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM 

 

 

 

1700 Woodward 
247-0433 

A Christian Outreach Program of  
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH 

a place to be young, a place to belong 

___2019/2020 Classes___ 
 

3 Year Old        M/W      10:15-12:45 
3 Year Old        T/Th        8:30-11:00 
3-day 4ôs          M/W/F    10:15-12:45 
4-day 4ôs        M/T/W/Th    8:30-11:00 
4-GSRP 4ôs    M/T/W/Th    1:00-3:30 
Young 5ôs       M/T/W/Th    1:00-3:30 

2019-2020 

Specializing in builderôs and decorative hardware 

1500 Kalamazoo Avenue 
616.241.2655 

M-F 7am-6pm 
S 7:30 amï4:30pm 

www.modernhardware.com 

TPC 
The Piano Cottage 

 
Exceptional Music Instruction 

 
2010 Boston Street 
616.334.7258 

www.thepianocottagegr.com 

 
Happy Spring Neighbors! 
Warm weather is finally 
upon us and our busy sum-
mer season is just around 
the corner! Dumpster Day 
was a great success thanks 
to all of our volunteers, 
Plymouth Heights Chris-
tian Reformed Church, and 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate who provided some treats 
for us.  
 
We've got so many great events happening in June, 
including our Garage Sale Days that start on May 
30, the Beacon Hill Concert series, and our Ice 
Cream Social on June 8th.  
 
Summer is a great opportunity to get some neigh-
bors together and throw a block party. Did you 
know that ENA reimburses up to $75 for block par-
ties? For details, just message us on Facebook, or 
email eastgategr@gmail.com, or look on the back 
page of this Gatewatch. 
 
I want to give a special thank you to our new 
Treasurer, Christopher Burri, who truly stepped up 
and took the Treasurer role on the Eastgate Neigh-
borhood Association Board.  
 
  Elida VanSledright 
  ENA President 

From the President 

Itõs Block Party Season! 
The ENA reimburses up to $75 

submit receipts to the ENA at 1919 Boston St. 

mailto:eastgategr@gmail.com
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     We have a charming Cape Cod home in Eastgate neigh-
borhood across from Fifth Reformed Church. Both Mari-
anne and I grew up within a mile of this house, and we love 
the Eastgate neighborhood.  
     The people we bought the house from some thirty years 
ago were the original owners. Neither of our families knew 
the original owners. 

     In the bathroom we 
have the original teal 
tile with a light peach 
bath tub and you're not 
going to believe this, 
but Marianne has for 
some time wanted to 

remodel it (but honey, it's coming back in style!).  
     In the beginning of April 2019 I started pulling off the 
teal tiles. But the soap dish wasn't coming out without a 
fight. When I finally pulled it out, I found a cavity stuffed 
with newspaper to help hold the plaster backing in place. I 
pulled the newspaper out, and it was crumbling in my 
handsðafter all it was more than sixty years old. Thatôs 
when I heard it...ò Greg there is someone you know in this 
newspaper!ò... (by the way that always catches me off 
guard when the Holy Spirit speaks). When I opened the old 
newspaper, I found The Grand Rapids Herald dated Sun-
day 18th of November 1956. Some of you may remember 
there used to be two newspapers in Grand Rapids.   
     Then, there it was.  I remember thinking to myself, ñHey 

I know that guy! Thatôs my dad! What are the chances?ò 
     My dad was one of the 62-member MSU Glee Club fea-
tured in the paper. In the picture showing seven of them 
singing at an event, my dad, Alfred Wilkins, was in the mid-
dle. The MSU Glee Club made 65 appearances before an 
estimated 83,000 people, with millions watching two other 
performances on nationally televised shows. I had heard my 
dad talk about singing in the MSU Glee Club, but had never 
seen this article before. 
     When I shared the experience with my neighbor Stepha-
nie she said, ñI'm not surprisedò and I asked, ñwhat do you 
mean?ò She said, ñyou listen.ò  That must be why my life 
has been filled with so many interesting experiences. 
     By the way I have a bunch of teal tiles if anyone wants 
them.      
 ðGreg Wilkins is an ENA Board Member and the 
     facilities manger at Fifth Reformed Church 

Alfred Wilkins pictured in this wrinkled newspaper from 1956.   
He is standing in the center facing the cameral. ñWe have the original teal 

tile with a light peach bath 
tub and you're not going to 
believe this, butéò 

What are  
the Chances? 

 

A True Story About Teal Bathroom Tiles  
and a Newspaper from 1956 

      

Eastminster Again Hosts 
Jewelry Sale &  
Bike Tuneups 

 

     Eastminster Presbyterian Church will hold its annual 
jewelry sale, including vintage and newer pieces. The event 
will be held on Saturday, June 8, from 9:00-3:00 in the 
church basement located at 1700 Woodward Street.   
     This yearôs profits will be directed to Feeding America 
to benefit Kid's Food Basket.  Over the years, the sale has 
generated tens of thousands of dollars to help feed hungry 
children right here in our communities.  
     The church will also offer hotdogs and popcorn, and a 
crew will be on hand to tune-up bikes from 9:45-2:30. In 
addition, the Eastgate Neighborhood Association will offer 
ice cream. 
     If you would like to donate jewelry, you may drop it off 
at the church office.  All items accepted.    

https://pngtree.com/freepng/hand-drawn-cartoon-piece-of-paper_318489.html
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Century 

Food & 

Liquor  

{ǘƻǇ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ  
ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ   

Located on Boston Street  

in the heart of the Eastgate Neighborhood  

Dumpster Day Brings out the Neighbors 

     With the spring date of May 4, The Eastgate Neighbor-
hood had an early Dumpster Day this year.   
     Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed church once 
again generously allowed us to use itôs parking lot.  Beacon 
Hill at Eastgate provided muffins and coffee for all, The 
Grand Rapids Fire Department was on hand to provide in-
formation about smoke detectors, and ENA board member 

Greg Wilkins collected 
metal.   
     The event had a 
lighter turnout than usu-
al, possibly because the 
last Dumpster Day was 
held in the fall last year, 
or possibly because 

people have busy spring Saturdays.   
     Regardless, volunteers helped unload vehicles of their 
unwanted cargo.  Good riddance to the windows, three-
legged chairs, mattresses, and carpet.  Volunteers also set 
up a small area of ñfree stuff,ò which included the random-
ness of beach chairs and an old door.   
     As always, we would like to thank our volunteers who 
help unload, Beacon Hill at Eastgate for the muffins and 
coffee, Greg Wilkins for coordinating the event with the 
city of Grand Rapids, and Plymouth Heights Christian Re-
formed Church for allowing us to use their parking lot.  We 
also thank the city of Grand Rapids for providing this ser-
vice to neighborhoods.   

The hot tub cover, mattress-
es, couches, dishwashers, 
and even the kitchen sink 
vacated the Eastgate Neigh-
borhood for good. 

Eastgate Neighbors unloaded six 
dumpsters of trash. One of the vol-
unteers noted, ñFunny how trash, in 
the right context, makes everyone 
so happy.ò 
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Monday May 13 ï 7:30pm  Rockford Community Band 
Wednesday May 15 ï 7:30pm Lecture by Gary M. Burge PH.D.- Why the Conflict in Israel/Palestine  
   Wonôt Go Away 
Tuesday, May 21-  7:30 p.m. Presentation by Caroline Cook- The Lighter Side of Life 
Friday May 24 ï 3:00pm Senior Steppers 
Thursday June 20- 9am-1pm Blood Drive ï MI Blood 
Thursday June 27 -7:30pm Grand Rapids Accordion Ensemble 
Thursday July 25- Christmas in July Gift Show 
Wednesday August 7th -7:30pm Calder Band 

Enjoy an Event at  
The Community House  
at Beacon Hill at Eastgate  

All events are free and the public is welcome  

Crime Mapping: 
Know Whatôs Going On 

     The Grand Rap-
ids Police Depart-
ment participates 
in crime-
mapping.com, a 
website that pro-
vides crime data 
from the past 90 
days.   
     The site is extremely user-friendly.  The Grand Rap-
ids city map can be enlarged to individual streets and 
neighborhoods.  Crimes are noted with an icon, which 
can be clicked on.   A small window appears giving the 

type and the date of the 
crime.   
     In addition, people can 
sign up to receive email 
alerts,  allowing neigh-
bors to follow crime ac-

tivity as it happens.   
     Users can instantly see where crimes occurred 
throughout the city.  Note that the East Grand Rapids 
Police Department does not participate in this website.   
     The Eastgate Neighborhood Association encourages 
neighbors to look at this site and stay up-to-date.  Visit 
crimemapping.com for all current crime information.  
 
 

Get crime updates from the  
Grand Rapids  

Crime Mapping Website 

CRIMEMAPPING.COM 

Technological Approach 
to Banking 

     Consumerôs Credit Union opened in the Eastgate Neighbor-
hood on Breton Road in November.  It offers a technological 
approach to banking, with interactive teller machines. 
     ñWe take pride in providing next level service,ò said office 
manager Erik Edgington.   
     The institution has 31 interactive teller locations.  Essen-
tially, these are automatic teller machines with an actual teller 
on a video screen. These machines can handle a variety of 
transactions, including cashing checks and offering withdraw-
als and deposits.   
     In addition, Consumers Credit Union is community-
minded.  It offers a ñCommunity Spaceò with booths available 
for those who would like a quiet place to work. The space has 
access to free Schuil Coffee and wi-fi. Consumers Credit Un-
ion also hosts Root Beer Float Fridays in the summer and is 
sponsoring the Concerts at Reed Lake this Summer.   
     Welcome to the Neighborhood! 

Consumerôs 
Credit Union on 
Breton Road has 
been open since 
November. 

https://www.vectorstock.com/royalty-free-vectors/marker-scribble-vectors
https://pixabay.com/vectors/map-pin-icon-map-pin-travel-1272165/
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IF YOU NOTICE  
UNUSUAL BEHAVIOR 

 

Or think the police  
should be aware of something 

 
CALL THEM AT THE NON-

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER: 

456-3403 

 

IF YOU NOTICE  
UNUSUAL BEHAVIOR 

 

Or think the police  
should be aware of something 

 
CALL THEM AT THE NON-EMERGENCY 

PHONE NUMBER: 

456-3403 

Donate Jewelry to the 
 Eastminster Jewelry Sale 

 

 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church 
accepts all jewelry donations for its 
spring sale. Proceeds go to Kids 
Food Basket. The sale is June 8. 

¶ In a medium bowl, add the flour, sugar, 
baking powder, and salt, and stir to com-
bine. 

¶ In a medium bowl or liquid measuring 
cup, add almond milk, apple cider vine-
gar, and vanilla, and stir to combine 

¶ Pour the liquid mixture into the dry mix-
ture and whisk until smooth. 

¶ Let batter rest for 5 minutes. 
¶ Pour about İ cup (65 grams) of batter 
onto a nonstick pan or griddle over medi-
um heat. 

¶ When the top begins to bubble, flip the 
pancake and cook until golden. 

¶ Serve warm with maple syrup. 
¶ Enjoy! 

Ingredients for 4 servings 
¶ 1 cup flour  
¶ 2 tablespoons organic sugar  
¶ 1 tablespoon baking powder  
¶ İ teaspoon salt  
¶ 1 cup non-dairy milk  
¶ 1 tablespoon apple cider vinegar  
¶ 1 teaspoon vanilla  
¶ maple syrup, to serve  

The Fluffiest Vegan Pancakes 

Submitted by  
Elida VanSledright, ENA President 



Sunday services at 10:00 and 5:30 
1800 Plymouth Rd 

www.phcrc.org 
243-5638 

Equipping disciples to become neighborsé  
...inviting neighbors to become disciples. 
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{ƛƴŎŜ мфсн Summer Roadwork that 
May Affect You 

G  S . SE 
     Griggs street from Plymouth Ave. 
to Hutchinson Ave. will receive 
work on the water main and road 
reconstruction.. 
 

L  G  R  
S  

     The Intersection that may affect 
Eastgate the most is Kalamazoo and Hall Streets.  Hall will 
be resurfaced from Sylvan Ave to Kalamazoo Ave. 

Library Summer  
Reading Challenge 

     The Grand Rapids 
Public Library is again 
holding its summer read-
ing program for kids 18 
and under.  Sign ups 
begin May 27.  Visit 
grpl.org/summerreading, 
or visit a Grand Rapids 
Public Library.   
     The nearest library to 
Eastgate is the Ottawa 
Hills Branch at 1150 Giddings .   
 

OTTAWA HILLS BRANCH  
LIBRARY HOURS 

 

         T 10 - 6      W 12 - 8      Th-Sat 10 - 6 

http://www.safetysign.com/construction-signs

