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By Email 
Eastgatena 

@hotmail.com 

Visit us 
On  

Facebook 

     Spring is upon us, and 
that means its time for the 
neighborhood garage sale 
weekend.   
     As always, we love to 
have lots of sales—host one 
solo or join with other neigh-
bors.   
     The ENA will advertise 
the sale on Craigslist and in 
the Grand Rapids Press.  We 
will also place signs around 
the neighborhood perimeter.      
     Neighbors are encouraged 
to place their own signs di-
recting traffic to individual 
sales.      

Garage 

Sale  

Weekend  

program.  See page 7 for 
details.   
     It will be a busy week-
end with Eastminster’s 
Jewelry Sale and “Hi 
Neighbor” event, as well as   
the Eastgate Neighborhood  
Garage Sale Weekend and 
Ice Cream Social.   
     The bike repair begins 
at 10 am, and the ice cream 
social begins at noon. 
 

Eastgate Ice Cream Social 
Neighbors are invited for hot dogs and ice 

cream at Eastminster Presbyterian Church’s 
parking lot at noon on Saturday June 1 

The Eastgate 5k:  

a New Name & New Route 

     The Eastgate Neighbor-
hood is again sponsoring 
an ice cream social during 
the garage sale weekend. 
     This year’s event is held 
in conjunction with East-

minster Presbyterian 
Church’s “Hi Neighbor” 

Join the 
ENA 

See the form 
 on the back page 

    Garage Sale Weekend 

May 30, 31, & June 1 
We always need help;  

email us at   

Eastgatena 
@hotmail.com 

The ice cream social is at 
noon on the Saturday of 
Garage Sale Weekend 

Now called the “Eastgate 5k,” it will occur on September 19 

     The second annual neigh-
borhood 5k is getting a make-
over.    
     The race coordinators are 
working on the new route.  
The race will still begin and 
end at Beacon Hill’s front 
entrance. 
     “There will be fewer hills 
this year, and we’ll be staying 
east of Plymouth,” said Mike 
Willis, Resident Services Di-
rector at Beacon Hill. 
     Beacon Hill at Eastgate 
asked the Eastgate Neighbor-
hood board to participate on a 
formal level.  At its March 
meeting, the ENA board vot-
ed to join the effort.  The 
ENA will be lending its coop-

eration, its name, and its 
volunteer efforts.  
     “This is an exciting event 
for the neighborhood,” said 
ENA president Shana 
Shroll, “and we would love 

to have the entire ENA in-
volved.” 
     The event is September 
19 at 6:30 pm.  There will be 
more information in the next 
issue of the Gatewatch. 

Runners and spectators gather at Beacon Hill at Eastgate for the 
first annual 5k run in the Eastgate Neighborhood last year.   
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Studio fee: $7.00 
 
 

store hours 

Mon - Fri 10 - 8 
Sat  10 - 6 

 
at Breton Village 

 
 

616-975-9650 
www.nakedplates.com 

 

Lock Your Doors! 

Light Your Homes! 

 

Proven Crime Proven Crime Proven Crime Proven Crime 

DeterrentsDeterrentsDeterrentsDeterrents    

     Pooh’s Corner in Breton Village is 
sponsoring a summer reading program 
this year called Camp Read-a-lot. 
      The program starts the Tuesday after 
Memorial Day (May 28).  The store will 
be welcoming costume characters and 
authors throughout the summer.   
     Children’s book character “Froggy” 
will make an appearance in June, and 
the Hungry Caterpillar arrives in July.   
     Hendrick Booraem, author of Young 
Jerry Ford, will sign books on June 25, 
and author Ruth Barshaw of the Ellie 
McDoodle books will be on hand later 
in the summer.    
     Camp Read-a-lot is for young readers 
of all ages—from the very young 
through high school.        
     The store continues to have its regu-
lar story times but will add craft times 
and game activities during the summer. 
     Stop by Pooh’s Corner for details or 
call 942-9887.  

Dumpster Day 

Dates Set 

August 17   8:00—noon 
Plymouth Heights CRC 

Volunteers Needed! 

Eastgate’s 

Convenience 

Store 

Stop in for all your  

convenience store needs   

Located on Boston Street  

in the heart of the Eastgate Neighborhood 

     The ENA, in conjunction with the 
city of Grand Rapids, is sponsoring a 
“Dumper Day event.”   
     The event will be held at Plymouth 
Heights Christian Reformed Church. 
     More information will be in the next 
newsletter, but volunteers are always 
needed:  Email Terri at ter-
ri.mawhinney@sbcglobal.net    

Kids Summer 

Reading Program 

The author of Young Jerry 
Ford will visit on June 25 
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Story Time:   
 

10:30 AM 
 

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, & 

FRIDAY 
 

◊ Monday-Friday 10-8 pm ◊  Saturday 10-6 pm◊            

◊ Sunday 12-5 pm ◊  
Breton Village 

ANDREA’S PIZZA 

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM 

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM 

Family owned since 1969 
Fast Delivery Available          
for Lunch and Dinner 

 

241-5446 
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM 
Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM 

 

Breton Village 

 

 

1700 Woodward 
247-0433 

A Christian Outreach Program of  
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH 

a place to be young, a place to belong 

___2013/2014 Classes___ 
 

3 Year Old      M/W      10:15-12:45 
3 Year Old      T/Th        8:30-11:00 
Young 4’s       T/Th/F   11:15-1:45 
4 Year Old      M/W/F    8:30-11:00 
4 Year Old      M-F         1:00-3:30 
Young 5’s       M-F         1:00-3:30 

2013 - 2014     

www.greenridge.com/kelley.rahilly 

Kelley Rahilly 
kelleyrahilly@gmail.com 

616-706-6439 

Resident of, and Realtor for, 
the Eastgate Neighborhood 

 

      
 
One of my favorite things 
about spring is the opportunity 
to reconnect with my neigh-
bors.  Doesn’t it seem like we 
all hibernate during the cold 
months?  Subzero weather and 
freezing rain just don’t en-
courage much casual conver-

sation and friendly banter among neighbors.  
     But then spring comes and we all seem to emerge 
at once from our cocoons!  The laughter of children 
fills the streets again, and we reconnect again during 
long walks or while borrowing a hedge trimmer. 
The Eastgate Neighborhood Association is committed 
to providing as many opportunities for these im-
promptu connections as possible.  Those connections 
are what make our neighborhood a vibrant, healthy 
place to live.   
     We kick off summer with our neighborhood gar-
age sale days.  If you have some items you are ready 
to let go of, why not do it May 30 – June 1?  The 
ENA will advertise with signage and via Craig’s List 
to help generate crowds.   
     We will cap off the weekend with an Ice Cream 
Social/Hot Dog Roast/Bike Repair at Eastminster 
Church on June 1 at noon.  Later in the summer, we 
hope to host our ever-popular Dumpster Day – date 
TBD.   
     Of course, summer is the perfect time to really 
connect with our neighbors by hosting a Block Par-
ty!  These events can be anything you wish – simply 
apply for a permit with the City and the ENA will 
reimburse your expenses up to $75.   
     Even during the coldest months, we can always 
stay connected virtually, through our Facebook page, 
which has grown to more than 270 members!  We are 
also excited about the creation of an official ENA 
website, which will be live very soon.  We hope that 
this site will help keep neighbors connected while 
linking you to important information. 
     Warm months tend to lead to increased crime rates 
as well, so please remember to keep your front porch 
lights on at night, get to know your neighbors, and 
report non-emergency suspicious activity to the GR 
Police Department.  We include their contact infor-
mation on the back page of every Gatewatch. 
 
   Shana Shroll, 
    ENA President 

From the President 

Specializing in builder’s and decorative hardware 

1500 Kalamazoo Avenue 
616.241.2655 

M-F 7am-6pm 
S 7:30 am –4:30pm 

www.modernhardware.com 



Vacation Bible School at  

 

Fifth  

Reformed 

Church 

 

July  

8-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 
2003 Burton St. S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
(616) 245-9830 

Summer 2013 Season 
Pool Open May 25-Sept 8 

 
Hours: Mon-Fri noon-9 pm | Sat & Sun 11 am-9 pm 

Adult Swim Nightly 9:00-9:30 pm 
 

$450 membership fee per household includes use of 
 · Outdoor & Kiddie Pools · Gas Grill 
 · Free Wi-Fi  · Changing Rooms 
 · Guest Passes · Picnic Area  
 
Morning Swim Team and Swim Lessons Available 
 

Certified Lifeguards & Water Safety Instructors 

Heather Downs Community Pool 
2100 Heather St SE ▪ near corner of Boston and Laurel 

To Join the Pool... 
 
Print application form online at 
www.HeatherDownsPool.com/MEMBERSHIP.htm and 
mail it to 2100 Heather St. SE, Grand Rapids MI 49506 
 
Contact Katie Baker (Membership) at 616-241-1285 or 
 
Email HeatherDownsPool@gmail.com 

First-time members may clip 

this coupon and attach It to 

membership application to 

receive a $20 ice cream card, 

redeemable at the pool.  

Limit one per paid household 

SPECIAL OFFER FOR FIRST-TIME MEMBERS  

What Neighbors Are Saying... 
 

“The Heather Downs Community Pool is my favorite       
place for meeting friends and enjoying the summer!” 
 
“Our youngest loves the kiddie pool!” 
 
“I learned to swim here. I highly recommend it.” 
 
“My son wants to stay until closing every day!” 
 
“Swim Team participation encourages discipline and 
fitness.  Our team had a great 2012 season.” 

Volunteers Needed! 
TO HELP AT DUMPSTER DAY 

DIRECTING TRAFFIC, TAKING NAMES, ANSWERING QUESTIONS 

Saturday August 17 
 

TWO MORNING SHIFTS: 
FROM 8:00—10:00 or FROM 10:00—NOON 

 

Contact Terri at  

terri.mawhinney@sbcglobal.net 
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Fashion. Homewares. Gifts. Accessories. Groceries. Fashion. Homewares. Gifts. Accessories. Groceries. Fashion. Homewares. Gifts. Accessories. Groceries. Fashion. Homewares. Gifts. Accessories. Groceries. 
Even a great cup of coffee. What’s not to love? Even a great cup of coffee. What’s not to love? Even a great cup of coffee. What’s not to love? Even a great cup of coffee. What’s not to love?     
    
Shop happy. Shop Breton Village. Shop happy. Shop Breton Village. Shop happy. Shop Breton Village. Shop happy. Shop Breton Village.     

Ballard 

Snow fort on Orville 

Snow wall on Woodward Elliott 

Snow fort and snow 
duck on Boston  

Snow Art 

Decorates  

Eastgate 

With the  big snow storm 
and the warm up this win-
ter, conditions were perfect 
for snow sculpting.  Thanks 
to all the neighbors who 
made Eastgate a more in-
teresting place to live! 



Sunday services at 10:00 and 5:30 
1800 Plymouth Rd 

www.phcrc.org 
243-5638 

E q u i p p i n g  d i s c i p l e s  t o  b e c o m e  n e i g h b o r s …  
. . . i n v i t i n g  n e i g h b o r s  t o  b e c o m e  d i s c i p l e s.    

Eastminster Jewelry Sale 

     Once again Ruth Circle 
of Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church will have a jewelry 
sale on Saturday, June 1 
from 9:00 until 3:00.   
     We will have used cos-
tume and vintage jewelry at 
reasonable prices.   
     Our sale benefits Kids’ 
Food Basket.  Over the last 
three years we have raised 
over $12,000 with this jew-
elry project.  If you would 
like to donate any items, 
you can drop them off at 
the church office or contact 

Carol at 949-6722, and we 
will arrange to pick them 
up.   
     Eastminster is at 1700 
Woodward SE.  If the 
weather is nice, we will be 
outside in the north park-
ing lot.  Otherwise, it will 
be in the church basement.  
     We hope to see you 
there! 

     Eastgate Neighborhood As-
sociation offers gardening op-
portunities at two locations: 
Beacon Hill at Eastgate and 
Fifth Reformed Church. 
     Neighbors can come and go 
as they please to cultivate, care 
for, and harvest their crops.  The 
plots provide abundantly, as 
attested by the wide array of  
vegetables and flowers.   

     Neighbors have commented that the community gar-
dens are a wonderful place to unwind, meet new people, 
and enjoy the fruits of labor. 
     Fifth Reformed Church offers plots in the parkway 
between the parking lot and the sidewalk.  Some plots are 
still available.  Beacon Hill at Eastgate offers plots behind 
the main building (behind the row of apple trees), but 
there are none currently available     
     If you are interested in securing a plot and exercising 
that green thumb, contact Greg at Fifth Reformed Church 
at gwilkins@fifthrc.org 

Eastgate’s Community 

Garden Opportunities 

Plots are available at Fifth Reformed Church. 
If interested, contact Greg at gwilkins@fifthrc.org 

Parking Lot Resurfaced at  

Eastgate Apartments  

Event is held the Saturday of Garage Sale 
Weekend:  June 1 from 9:00 - 3:00 

Trucks and equipment appear as the parking lot at  
Eastgate Apartments is getting new asphalt.   
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A special price for 
residents of the 

Eastgate  
Neighborhood 

Package Includes: 

Talking keypad 
Remote keyfob 
2 door contacts 

1 motion detector 

Call Eastgate neighbor Mary Ann for 
a free home security review:     

616-813-7881 

     The ENA board is encouraging all streets to 
have block parties.  They are fine social events, and 
they allow us to meet our neighbors.   
     Hosting a block party easy.  It only takes some-
one to initiate the process, and the rest of the party 
falls into place.  We have a few ideas that can be 
used to generate ideas for your own party. 
COSTS 

The ENA reimburses the costs for block parties up 
to $75.00.  Submit your receipts to our treasurer at 
1627 Woodward.   
PREPARATION 

Set the date and call the city at 456-3066 about 
blocking the street.  This does have a cost and 
blocking the street may not necessary, but everyone 

It’s Spring: Time to Think About a Block Pary 
loves sitting in lawn chairs in the street.     
INVITATIONS 

Hand deliver a notice, call the neighbors, or send 
out a group email.  Tell neighbors the date, time, 
and what to bring—Lawn chairs? Drinks? Table 
service?  Activity ideas?  
MENU 

This, too, can be simple. Start up the grill and 
have everyone bring a dish to pass and a cash do-
nation to cover the costs of the meat  and condi-
ments.  Desserts? Ice cream? 
ACTIVITIES 

Woodward Street had the blowup castle last year.  
In the past, Lenox Street roasted marshmallows 
over the charcoal grill.  Any games are fun for 
kids, especially those involving water balloons. 
AND FINALLY... 

Welcome everyone and thank everyone.  Pass 
around a paper for people to sign their names, 
addresses, phone numbers, and email addresses.  
These can be distributed later as a street directory 
and/or an email directory.  Takes some pictures 
and email them to the ENA so we can publish 
them in the Gatewatch.  

Bloc
k 

Bloc
k 

Bloc
k 

Bloc
k 

Part
y 

Part
y 

Part
y 

Part
y 

Time!Time!Time!Time!    
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Not valid with any other  same service offers of discounts 

Valid only at participating locations 
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Call Laurie at (616) 245-9179 
to schedule your personal tour 

Visit us online at 
www.beaconhillgr.org 

Savor the culinary delights prepared by our award winning chef and 
served in one of our three restaurant style venues 

Enjoy an independent lifestyle in a beautiful all-new apartment 
home.  Celebrate each day with fellowship and a full schedule of 
activities.  Expand your horizons in an environment designed to 
invigorate your senses and provide a level of comfort beyond tra-
ditional retirement communities. 
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VANDEN BOUT  
LAWN MAINTENANCE, INC. 

 

 

KEN VANDEN BOUT         

7154 Morse Lake Ave 
 

Alto, MI 49302 

(616) 437-7989 cell 

 (616) 868-LAWN 

Fifth  

Reformed 
Church 

 

Growing Disciples 
Who Make Disciples 

 

Sunday Worship 10:00am 
 

2012 Griggs St SE 
www.fifthrc.org / 616.245.9247 

Eastminster’s Summer   

Hot Dogs & Bike Repair  

moves to Saturdays   

     We’re dusting off the 
bike tools and cleaning up 
the grill.  It’s almost time 
again when bikes need 
tuning and hot dogs need 
cooking!    
     We hope to see you at 
one, or all three, of our 
Hot Dog/Bike Repair Sat-
urdays this summer. 
     June 1, we’ll be in the 
northeast parking lot, at 

the corner of Orville and 
Chamberlain during East-
minster’s Jewelry Sale.   
     July 13 and Aug. 24, 
we’ll be in the larger south 
parking lot, between Wood-
ward and Chamberlain.  
Bring your bike or just 
come for a visit.  
     Tom, our talented and 
friendly bike guru, will be 
on hand to tune up your 

Need your driveway 
cleared or you side 

walks shoveled? 
Vanden Bout can help 

• SNOW PLOWING 
• SIDE WALK CLEARING  

Think Spring! 

Call Ken for all your yard needs.   

Full Service Lawn and Yard Care 

“Hi Neighbors!” 

Please mark your calendar for these 3 Saturday dates  

June 1, 10am-3pm 
July 13, 10am-3 pm 

August 24, 10am-3pm 

“wheels” and give tips on 
bike care.   
     Relax with Eastgate 
families and neighbors, 
shoot some hoops, sail a 
Frisbee and enjoy a hot 

dog (or two). 
     We’re looking forward 
seeing everyone again. 
 
 -- Tom, Mike and Dave. 
     Eastminster’s Hot Dog 
     & Bike Repair Team  

A young Eastgate neighbor helps Tom fix a bike.   



G A T E WA T C H  

Join the Eastgate Neighborhood Association! 
Membership Year is January 1—December 31.   

Dues are $15 per family, per year.  Please make checks payable to Eastgate 
Neighborhood Association.  Nonprofit Corporate ID #: 766944 

 

Name(s): _________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________________________________ 

 

Email: ____________________________________________________ 

 

____ New Member  

____ Renewing Member  

____ Yes!  I would like to serve on the ENA Board 

Return completed form & annual dues ($15)  to:   

ENA c/o Jonathan Chitwood, Treasurer 

1627 Woodward  

Grand Rapids, MI 49506   

Your source of information from the Eastgate Neighborhood Association 
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Abandoned car in the street.……….……..456-3310 
Loose/loud animals.……..…………………336-3210 
Pothole problems..…………………………..456-4670 
Garbage collection...…….…………...…....456-3232 
Garbage, long grass, weed complaints...456-3053 
Police (non-emergency)……………..…….456-3403 
Street light out..…………………...………..456-3281 
Street closing request for block party..…456-3066 
Street sign question…………………………456-3066 

Phone Directory 

2012/2013 Board 
[  

Shana Shroll, PRESIDENT  
Jim Rauwerda, VICE PRESIDENT 
Paula Englin, SECRETARY 
Jonathan Chitwood, TREASURER 
Tina Cronkhite 
Gretchen Driesenga 
Terri Mawhinney 
Kelley Rahilly 
Greg Wilkins 

 

 Join us  

 on facebook 
 

Search  

Eastgate Neighborhood Association 

and be part of the discussion.   

Eastgate Dates  

and Events 
May 30-June 1: Garage Sale Weekend 
June 1: ENA Ice Cream Social, noon at 
Eastminster Presbyterian Church 
June 1: Eastminster’s “Hi Neighbor” 10-3 
June 1: Eastminster’s Jewelry Sale 9-3 
July 8-12: Vacation Bible School at Fifth 
Reformed Church 
July 13: Eastminster’s “Hi Neighbor” 10-3 
Aug. 14: Kids Night Out at Plymouth 
Heights Christian Reformed Church  
Aug. 17: ENA Dumpster Day, 8-12 
Aug. 24: Eastminster’s “Hi Neighbor” 10-3 
Sept. 10: Eastgate 5k at Beacon Hill, 6:30 
Oct. 17: Eastgate Annual Meeting, 7:00  
    
Information about most of these events can 

be found in this issue of the Gatewatch 

Dumpster Day 

Date is Set 
    Mark your calendars for Au-
gust 17 from 8-noon at Plym-
outh Heights Christian Re-
formed Church.  More infor-
mation  in the next Gatewatch 


