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5k Comes to the ENA 

     Beacon Hill at Eastgate and the 
ENA will be hosting a 5k run-walk, 
the course of which will occupy part 
of the Eastgate Neighborhood.   
     It is called “Run for the Hill” and 
will occur on Tuesday evening, Sep-
tember 25 at 6:30 pm.   
     The event is a fund raiser for 
neighborhood association and Beacon 
Hill’s Mary and Martha Fund, which 
provides financial assistance for resi-
dents in need.     
     The race will start and end in front 
of the retirement complex at 1919 

—CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 
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SEE PAGE 7 FOR  DETAILS      �

Garage 
Sale 

Weekend 

The First Annual Event is Cosponsored by  
Beacon Hill at Eastgate and the Eastgate Neighborhood Association 

“Run for the Hill”: Tuesday evening September 25 

The 5K route passes through Eastgate 

YOU ARE INVITED  
To the 

Eastgate Neighborhood  
Ice Cream Social 

for ENA residents at 
 FIFTH REFORMED CHURCH  

in the parking lot on  
Saturday June 9 

from 6 - 7:30 p.m.   
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New Places at Breton Village 
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3300 E. Paris Kentwood, MI 49512  

     With its grand opening on April 26, 
The Loft is Breton Village’s newest store. 
     The Loft is a women’s clothing store, 
and offers—as the store proclaims— 
“versatile clothing that is easy to wear and 
care for to fit your busy lifestyle.” 
     “We are excited to be here,” said Loft 
manager Liz Kyles.  “We’ve heard such 
great things about this community, and 
everyone has been so nice.” 
     Located between Talbot’s and D&W, 
it has both an exterior entrance and a mall 
entrance.   

     Another establishment, Houlihan’s 
restaurant, will be located in the new 
build-

Eastgate Facebook Page:  
The Place to Be 

     Our Facebook Group is now up to 
130 neighbors, and it is a great way to 
contact neighbors and share ideas about 
making the Eastgate neighborhood an 
even greater place to live.    

     To find us, simply search “Eastgate 
Neighborhood Association” on Face-
book.  You will need to be approved by 
the group’s administrators before receiv-
ing access, but this security feature  pre-
vents spammers from joining our group.   
     Check us out frequently for happen-
ings in the neighborhood and to connect 
with others.  See you online! 

Volunteer Opportunities 
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—CONTINTUED ON PAGE 11   

Would you like to get out and meet people?  Expand your horizons?  Help out?    
Here are a few of the many volunteer opportunities available in and around East-
gate.  Please contact the individual organizations for additional information. 
Shawnee Math, Science and Tech Academy needs volunteer tutors and gardeners.  

Call 819-3062 and ask for Steve VanHammen.   
SECOM (South End Community Outreach Ministry) needs tutors for adults learn-

ing English.  Call 452-7684 and ask for Amy. 
Beacon Hill at Eastgate needs volunteers to connect with residents through one-on-

one visits.  Contact Volunteer Coordinator, Joy Dornbos at 608-8266 or 
joydornbos@beaconhillgr.org. 

Eastgate Neighborhood Association Activities  
· Sale Days 2012 needs people to help organize and advertise.    Contact Made-

lyn at 248-9544 or madelynstella1@att.net 
· Ice Cream Social on June 9: volunteers needed to help set up and greet neigh-

bors at the event, contact Sally Mahoney at irishsal@gmail.com 
· Dumpster Day needs workers to direct traffic and help unload trash.  Contact 

Terri Mawhinney at 241-2187 or terri.mawhinney@sbcglobal.net  
· ENA Block Captains: Contact Jonathan Chitwood at jchitwood@gmail.com 

The Loft had its grand opening on April 26 
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ANDREA’S PIZZA 

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM 

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM 

Family owned since 1969 
Fast Delivery Available          
for Lunch and Dinner 

 

241-5446 
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM 
Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM 

�

Breton Village 

�

 

1700 Woodward 
247-0433 

A Christian Outreach Program of  
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH  

a place to be young, a place to belong 

___2010/2011 Classes___ 
 

3 Year Old      M/W      10:15-12:45 
3 Year Old      T/Th        8:30-11:00 
Young 4’s       T/Th/F   11:15-1:45 
4 Year Old      M/W/F    8:30-11:00 
4 Year Old      M-F         1:00-3:30 
Young 5’s       M-F         1:00-3:30 

2010 - 2011     
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Hello Neighbors, 
 
It’s hard to believe that it’s 
spring already!  We have a 
number of things coming up 
that I hope you’ll consider 

participating in.  You’ll find all of the events and vol-
unteer opportunities listed in this issue of the Gate-
Watch. 
 For instance, you’ll notice that our annual 
ENA Garage Sale Days are on June 7, 8 and 9.  This 
annual event is a great way not only to recycle treas-
ures but to meet and visit with others in the communi-
ty while doing so.  On Saturday, June 9 the ENA will 
be sponsoring an ice cream social in the Fifth Re-
formed parking lot from 6 – 7:30 p.m. as a way to 
close Garage Sale Days.  Please plan to stop by for ice  
cream and relax and commune with neighbors. 
 Once you’ve got your garage all sorted out 
and have stocked piled all of your junk, you’ll be glad 
to know that our annual Dumpster Day will take place 
on Saturday, August 18, from 8 – 12 in the Plymouth 
Heights parking lot. 
 Following, on September 25, the ENA will be 
co-sponsoring the first ever “Run for the Hill” 5k with 
Beacon Hill.  This will be yet another opportunity to 
build and strengthen our community.  Whether you 
choose to run, walk, volunteer or stand along the road 
and cheer folks on, please consider participating in 
this fun event.  This is also a great way for us to help 
promote a healthy lifestyle for our residents! 
 Wow…what a wonderful neighborhood we 
live in!  There are two community gardens now, many 
planning their summer block parties, new and expand-
ing businesses, events galore and volunteer opportuni-
ties everywhere you look.  Won’t you consider how 
you can assist in making the ENA the best place for 
living and raising a family?  Together, we can make a 
difference.  
 Please continue to look out for one another 
and leave your porch light on at night. 
 
Go ENA! 
 
Sally Mahoney 
President, ENA 

From the President 

Specializing in builder’s and decorative hardware 
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www.modernhardware.com 



Block Captain 
Appreciation 
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     Richard Youells is a retired United 
Methodist pastor and his wife, Carol 
Ann, is a retired Grand Rapids Public 
School teacher.   
     They have lived in Grand Rapids 
twice.  First they resided south of Gar-
������ ��	
� ��	� ��
� ���	��� ������ ������
then returned to Grand Rapids where 
they have been our neighbors in Eastgate 
for over 16 years.  For the past several 
years Richard has served as a Block Cap-
tain. 
      Richard became a block captain be-
cause: 
1. The ENA asked for volunteers. 
2. He believed that someone needed to 

watch the neighborhood and get in-
volved in protecting it, and felt he 
was in a good location for that. 

3. He had the time, energy, ability and 
inclination to do the job. 

4. It seemed second nature to be a good 
neighbor after 37 years as a pastor.   

     Richard regularly walks the block, 
visiting with people he meets.  He notes 

that it was not 
only fascinat-
ing to watch 
the city work-
ers redo Plym-
outh Ave., but 

was also a great  opportunity to get to 
know more neighbors.   
     Two things he would still like to do 
are have a block party and collect more e
-mail addresses to facilitate communica-
tion within the neighborhood. 
     Thank you to Richard and all the  
Block Captains in the Eastgate Neighbor-
hood!   
     We appreciated what you do! 
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A Profile of the Plymouth Avenue 
Block Captain Richard Youells 
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We will have recycle opportunities  
available again this year 
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     There are many reasons why peo-
ple don't come forward with infor-
mation about crime: fear of retalia-
tion, or maybe fear of testifying in 
court.  Even when people desperate-
ly want to right the wrongs of others 
or speak for those who cannot speak 
for themselves, fear gets in the way. 
Silence wins.   
      But here in Kent County and 
more specifically, in the Eastgate 
Neighborhood,  there's an alternative 
to silence: Silent Observer.  

      The 
Silent 
Observ-
er Pro-
gram 
has 

been used by thousands of area resi-
dents tired of crime in their neigh-
borhoods.  
      They have called Silent Observ-
er and given information anony-
mously that has led police to arrest 
criminals for homicide, sexual as-
sault, kidnapping, armed robbery, 
burglary and more.  
     They call because Silent Observ-
er guarantees a caller's identity will 
never be known - it doesn't use call-
er ID and state law protects the iden-
tity of those who choose to call.  
      Two high-profile cases solved 
by Silent Observer tipsters were 
headlines in the news at the end of 
2011: the series of arsons that 
plagued a southeast Grand Rapids 
neighborhood back in the summer of 
2010 and the conviction of a teacher 
that had inappropriate relations with 
a student.  
      The tipsters that shared their in-
formation about these serious crimes 
found that by using Silent Observer 
as their avenue to stop, solve and 

prevent crime, they had a direct 
link to law enforcement without 
compromising their identity. 
      Silent Observer transcends all 
economic and ethnic boundaries 
making it available to every seg-
ment of our community. A donor-
funded 501 C3 organization, Silent 
Observer has proven over and over 
again that it is effective and worthy 

of our support. 
      By not contacting Silent Ob-
server (or the authorities) with  
information about serious 
crimes, who wins? Not you and 
me, and not our friends and fam-
ily. The only beneficiaries of 
silence are the ones who make 
life dangerous for the rest of us. 

Silent Observer and the ENA 
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If you have a tip, Silent Observer is interested.   It’s as simple as a phone call. 

You can contact Silent Observer anonymously  
By Phone at 774-2345 
By Web at www.silentobserver.org 
By Text Message – Text your message to 274637 and include the 
keyword TIP138 in your message. 



Eastminster Again Says “Hi Neighbor” 

and give tips on bike care.  
Relax with Eastgate fami-
lies and neighbors, shoot 
some hoops, sail a Frisbee 
and enjoy a hot dog (or 
two). 
     We’re looking forward 
to seeing everyone again. 
 
--Eastminster’s Hot Dog & Bike 
Repair Team 

     We had a great time last 
summer, so we’re doing it 
again.  
     On Tuesday evenings 
bring your bike or just stop 
by the south parking lot of 
the church, between 
Woodward and Chamber-
lain. Tom, our friendly 
bike dude, will be on hand 
to tune up your “wheels” 
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ENA Garage Sale Days 
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5:00 – 6:30 PM,  Tuesday evenings.  1700 Woodward 
June 12,19,26 

July 3,10,17,24,31 
August 7,14,21,28 

If it’s a Tuesday in the summer, then stop by for a hot dog and a bike repair 

Plan your GARAGE SALE now! 
· June 7, 8. 9 –��������� ����� ������ �� ��� - 4 

pm and take advantage of extra advertising (The GR 
Press, Craig’s List, perimeter signs, Sale Days Bro-
chure with listing of all registered sales.) 

· Register your sale with Madelyn to have your sale 
listed in the brochure (call 248-9544 or email made-
lynstella1@att.net) 

· Decide to have your own sale or join with neighbors 
for a Multi-Family Sale. 

· Choose to be open one, two or all three days. 
· Start sorting and pricing. 
 
Help make it happen by VOLUNTEERING to: 
· Letter two new SAVE the DATE signs 
· Set out (May 31) and pick up (June 7) two new 

SAVE the DATE signs 
· Set out (June 7 am) and pick up (June 9 pm) 10 pe-

rimeter signs 
· Help register sales. 
  
Call 248-9544 or email madelynstella1@att.net to vol-
unteer.   

WOODWARD  WATER  MAIN  
According to the City of Grand Rapids Traffic Safety 
Department, Woodward from Boston to Burton has 
been slated for water main replacement as well as re-
surfacing most likely in 2013. Presently, neither a plan  
nor schedule has been developed. 
 

BURTON STREET RECONSTRUCTION  
The most notable construction project happening near 
the ENA will be the Burton Street reconstruction pro-
ject from Division Ave to Plymouth Ave. This will be 
done in four phases, the first (Burton - Plymouth to 
Kalamazoo) is to expected to start around mid-June. 
Through most of the project traffic will be maintained 
one lane in each direction. There will be short dura-
tions of full closure from time to time.  Closure infor-
mation will be posted on the City's web site as we near 
the start date of the project. 
 

KREISER RETENTION  POND 
Work continues on the enlargement of the Kreiser re-
tention basin.  The project is scheduled to be complet-
ed on May 15.  Kreiser Pond was constructed to pre-
vent flooding of Silver Creek. 

Traffic 
News 
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BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 

2003 Burton St. S.E. 
Grand Rapids, MI  49506 

(616) 245-9830 

Short News 
Eastgate Dates: 

·   ENA Ice Cream Social: June 9   
·   Garage Sale Weekend: June 7,8,9 
·   Fifth Reformed Church’s Vacation Bible School: 
July 16-20 
·   Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed Church                        
“Kids Night Out”: August 15 
·   Dumpster Day: August 18 
·   Run for the Hill 5K: September 25   

 
Burton Street is getting remodeled between Plymouth 
and Division, reducing the number of lanes and adding 
a bike path.   
 
The Eastgate Neighborhood Board would like to thank 
those businesses that advertise in our newslet-
ter….Thanks!   
 
The Breton Village Chow Hound is celebrating its 
22nd anniversary.  Stop in May 21 & 22 for prize draw-
ings and discounts throughout the store. 
 
Pooh’s Corner book store, in conjunction with the 
Grand Rapids Library, is sponsoring a summer read-
ing program.  Stop in for details! 
 
Join the Eastgate Neighborhood Association!  See the 
back page for details. 
 
As reported in the last newsletter, there is a purchase 
agreement on Eastgate Pharmacy.  However, there is 
no update on the transaction.   
 
Andrea’s Pizza is planning to expand into a sit-down 
restaurant.  We will have details in our next newsletter 
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SEE PAGE 7 FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Boston.  Neighbors on the route will receive details 
specific to the impact of the event.    
     “We are hoping for a burst of activity on that even-
ing.  An event like this can bring a lot of people to the 
neighborhood,” said Jim Rauwerda, Vice President of 
the Eastgate Neighborhood Association.   
     The plans include a 1 mile walk component, and 
both events are open to entrants of all ages.  Entry cost 
is $25.  Classic Race Management is providing the tim-
ing and management of the race itself.   
     For more information, contact Mike Willis at 608-
8238 or visit Classicrace.com�

BEACON HILL /ENA 5K  RACE 
—FROM PG 1 
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1800 Plymouth Rd 
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Call Laurie at (616) 245-9179 
to schedule your personal tour 

Visit us online at 
www.beaconhillgr.org 

Savor the culinary delights prepared by our award winning chef and 
served in one of our three restaurant style venues 

Enjoy an independent lifestyle in a beautiful all-new apartment 
home.  Celebrate each day with fellowship and a full schedule of 
activities.  Expand your horizons in an environment designed to 
invigorate your senses and provide a level of comfort beyond tra-
ditional retirement communities. 
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Sunday services at 10:00 and 5:00 
1800 Plymouth Rd 
 

www.phcrc.org 
243-5638 

 

E q u i p p i n g  d i s c i p l e s  t o  b e c o m e  n e i g h b o r s …  
. . . i n v i t i n g  n e i g h b o r s  t o  b e c o m e  d i s c i p l e s. ����

Eastminster Jewelry 
Sale: June 9 
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     Eastminster Presbyterian Church will hold its 3rd 
annual jewelry sale, including vintage and newer pieces, 
during the Eastgate Association's Garage Sale Days.  
The event will be held on Saturday, June 9th, from 9:00-

3:00 in the church’s north parking lot located at 1700 
Woodward Street.  If raining, it will be held inside.  
     This year’s profits will be directed to Feeding Ameri-
ca to benefit Kid's Food Basket.  We have been able to 
donate over $5,500 to help feed hungry children right 
here in our communities.  
     Tom, our friendly bike repair dude, and his team will 
be on hand to tune up your wheels and give great tips on 
bike care. Be sure to grab an ice cream too. They will be 
available starting at 11:00am. 
     If you would like to donate jewelry, you may drop it 
off at the church office or call Carol at 949-6722.  All 
items accepted.                   —Eastminster Presbyterian Church 
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Fifth Reformed Church 

2012 Griggs, SE | Grand Rapids, MI 
(616)245-8247 
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ing in the southwest side of the mall.   
     It is scheduled to open in June and will have seating 
for 193 people.  In addition, it will have a deck on the 
north side of the building. 
     Houlihan’s and The Loft are just the latest in a larger 
list of new establishments in Breton Village Mall.  With-
in the last year, the mall has also seen the arrival of An-
thropologie, JB and Me, and the Cascade Hospital for 
Animals.   

Houlihan’s restaurant is going to occupy the corner 
space of the new building at Breton Village Mall 

—From  Chef England of Beacon Hill 
 

      The early warm spell in 
March inspired a lot of people to 
contact me and reserve spots 
much earlier than expected.  The 
plots are full and there is a waiting list.   
     Our asparagus, strawberries, herbs and apple trees 
survived the winter and crazy spring quite well. 
     All of the spots have already been spoken for---with 
a fairly even split between neighbors and residents.      
     The neighbors are welcome to walk through the 
garden at any time and watch as the garden comes to 
life, and if anyone ever wants to help weed or hoe they 
can contact me.  Beacon Hill does request, however 
that no dogs be on the garden paths or garden itself. 
     There are still plans for the construction of the Ga-
zebo this summer but we are still working out the de-
sign and other details. We also expanded our compost 
area.  We have even split a few of the plots.  However, 
there are no plans to expand the garden this year. 

Community Garden 
at Beacon Hill: Full 
A tremendous success in 

only its second year 

BRETON VILLAGE  MALL —FROM PG 2 

Ministerial Team 
Rev. Ann Conklin, Pastor 

Rev. Brian Madison, Theologian in Residence 

. 
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Membership Year is January 1—December 31.   

Dues are $15 per family, per year.  Please make checks payable to Eastgate 
Neighborhood Association.  Nonprofit Corporate ID #: 766944 

 
Name(s): _________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ____________________________________________________ 
 
____ New Member  
____ Renewing Member  
____ Yes!  I would like to serve on the ENA Board 

Return completed form & annual 
dues ($15)  to:   
ENA c/o Jonathan Chitwood,  
1627 Woodward  
Grand Rapids, MI 49506   
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2012 Board  
Sally Mahoney, PRESIDENT  
Jim Rauwerda, VICE PRESIDENT 
Madelyn Stella, SECRETARY 
Jonathan Chitwood, TREASURER 
Tina Crokhite 
Gretchen Driesenga 
Terri Mawhinney 
Kelley Rahilly 
Shana Shroll  
Greg Wilkins 

Host a Block Party 

THE 5 STEP PROCESS: 
 

1. Make fliers that tell when, where, and 
what is provided (i.e. burgers provided or 
Ice Cream Social).  Hand deliver to the 
neighbors’ doors.  Also tell what to bring 
(i.e. bring dishes, lawn chairs, and a dish 
to pass). 

2. Call the city about getting the road 
blocked.   

3. Save receipts.  The ENA reimburses up 
to $75.00.  Submit receipts to our treasur-
er. 

4. Provide some activities: face painting, 
water fight, golf cart rides.  Toss eggs, 
water balloons, or watermelons.  Enjoy! 

5. Pass the sheet: collect names/addresses 
so you can make a street directory.   

Get to know your neighbors! 
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Look inside for details! 

ENA ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
AT  

FIFTH REFORMED 
CHURCH 

PARKING LOT 
JUNE 9   6-7:70 PM 


