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Garage Sales and the  
ENA Ice Cream Social 

 

G  S  W 
Thursday-Saturday May 31-June 2.   
See page 2 for more information 

 

ENA I  C  S   
Saturday June 2 from noon-2pm 
At Eastminster Presbyterian Church  

 

B  T-   H  D 
Saturday June 2.  See page 15  

At Eastminster Presbyterian Church  
 

J  S 
Saturday June 2. See page 15 

At Eastminster Presbyterian Church  

Iô S    E  N 

You...Me... 
We All 
Love Ice 
Cream 

     In 2014, Mosaic 
Properties proposed 
the development of 
7 acres of land be-
tween Elliott Street 
and the East Grand 
Rapids City line.    
     The plan sat 
dormant for more 
than 3 years until 
recent action by the 
owners of the prop-
erty, Eastgate neigh-
bors, who have their 
house on the site 
now.   
     In accordance with the city 
of Grand Rapids, Mosaic 
Properties will host a meeting 
on May 31 at Fifth Reformed 
Church. All neighbors are in-

vited to attend.   
     The president of Mosaic 
Properties, Brad Rottschafer, 
will present the development 
plans and answer questions.    

Meeting Set to Discuss 
New Housing  

Meeting at Fifth Reformed Church May 31 at 6:30pm 
 

Mosaic Properties hopes to build 55 units that will 
sell between $300 and $700 thousand each.  

ðCONTINUED ON PAGE 7 

This photo from a 2014 Gatewatch shows 
developer Brad Rottschafer with neighbors 
on the 7 acre parcel. 

     This summer the Beacon Hill Garden Cafe will serve yum-
my, hand-scooped ice cream but, first, it needs a name. 
     Join in the fun and vote for your favorite! Be sure to óLIKEô 
Beacon Hillôs Facebook page, then stay tuned for further infor-
mation. 
       The winning name will be announced at the Beacon Hill ice 
creameryôs Grand Opening on Friday, June 15, at 7pm. The 
Community is invited to attend and one lucky personôs name 
will be drawn to win free ice cream for a year! 
We invite Eastgate neighbors -- and all our neighbors -- to par-
ticipate and vote their choice of the ice cream shopôs new name. 
     Youôll be able to find the creamery easily. It is near the Gar-
den Caf® ï on the north side of the Beacon Hill campus ï and 
will have a long line of folks eager to get their first taste of Bea-
con Hillôs new ice cream offerings. It will be open on the week-
ends all summer long. 

 
Get Yours at Beacon Hill Starting on Friday,  
June 15, at a Grand Opening Ice Cream Social 

Garage Sale weekend in the Eastgate neighbor-
hood: sell your stuff, meet your neighbors, and 
pocket some money.   
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Meet your neighbors 
and have a party.    

Use $75 of ENA funds to finance the gathering.   

Submit receipts to our  
ENA treasurer at 1627 Woodward.   

Contact the city at 311 to close off the street 
thatõs a $75 cost.   

or, skip closing the street and sprawl onto a yard or two.   

Itõs fun.  Itõs a good thing. 

     The Garage Sale 
weekend is rapidly 
approaching.  We are 
planning on the 
Thursday-Saturday of  
May 31-June 2. 
     The ENA will 
place signs on the 
perimeter of the 
neighborhood and 
advertise on Craigs-
list and MLive.  
However, it is still up to you to direct traffic to your individ-
ual sale.   
     So...have a sale!  Make some cash and unload some un-
wanted stuff.   

Let the ENA do the advertising for you!
Thursday-Saturday, May 31ïJune 2 

     Eastgate Neighborhood As-
sociation offers gardening op-
portunities at two locations: 
Beacon Hill at Eastgate and 
Fifth Reformed Church. 
     Neighbors can come and go 
as they please to cultivate, care 
for, and harvest their crops.  The 
plots provide abundantly, as 
attested by the wide array of  
vegetables and flowers.   
     Neighbors have commented that the community gar-

dens are a wonderful place to unwind, meet new people, 
and enjoy the fruits of labor. 
     Fifth Reformed Church offers plots in the parkway 
between the parking lot and the sidewalk.  Some plots are 
still available.  Beacon Hill at Eastgate offers plots behind 
the main building (behind the row of apple trees), but 
there are none currently available     
     If you are interested in securing a plot and exercising 
that green thumb, contact Greg at Fifth Reformed Church 
at gwilkins@fifthrc.org. 

Eastgateôs Community 
Garden Opportunities 

Plots are available at Fifth Reformed Church. 
If interested, contact Greg at gwilkins@fifthrc.org 

Consumers Credit Union 
Coming to Eastgate 

     During the last week of 
April the construction fence 
went up at 1835 Breton 
Road SE, the site of the for-
mer Comerica Bank.  By 
May 4 demolition had be-
gun.       
     The sign near the con-
struction fence reads: Com-
ing Soon...Consumers Credit 
Union.    
     Consumers Credit Union 
is based out of Kalamazoo 
and currently has four Grand 

Rapids Locations.  It has 
offices throughout West 
Michigan.  
     It has been somewhat of 
a local pioneer in the use of 
ITMs, which it employs at 
its Grandville location.  
ITMs are Interactive Teller 
Machines that connect a 
bank teller by remote video 
with an ATM.   
     The goal of ITMs is to 
increase safety, accuracy, 
and hours of operation.  

The Garage Sales  
are Coming! 
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ANDREAôS PIZZA 

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM 

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM 

Family owned since 1969 
Fast Delivery Available          
for Lunch and Dinner 

 

241-5446 
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM 
Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM 

 

 

 

1700 Woodward 
247-0433 

A Christian Outreach Program of  
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH 

a place to be young, a place to belong 

___2018/2019 Classes___ 
 

3 Year Old        M/W      10:15-12:45 
3 Year Old        T/Th        8:30-11:00 
3-day 4ôs          M/W/F    10:15-12:45 
4-day 4ôs        M/T/W/Th    8:30-11:00 
4-GSRP 4ôs    M/T/W/Th    1:00-3:30 
Young 5ôs       M/T/W/Th    1:00-3:30 

2018-2019 

Specializing in builderôs and decorative hardware 

1500 Kalamazoo Avenue 
616.241.2655 

M-F 7am-6pm 
S 7:30 amï4:30pm 

www.modernhardware.com 

    
Greetings, neighbors. 
   
     It's nice to come out 
of hibernation and enjoy 
the beauty of West 
Michigan Spring!  
 

     Now that nice weath-
er is upon us there are so 
many activities to keep 

our neighborhood busy.  
 

     May 31-June 2 will bring ENA Garage Sale 
Days and June 2 is the ENA Ice Cream Social as 
well as the jewelry sale, hot dogs, and bike tune-
up provided by Eastminster Presbyterian Church.   
 

     Later in the month Beacon Hill is hosting Con-
cert on the Green the June 13 at 7:00pmða lot of 
opportunities for community engagement! 
 

     Speaking of community engagement, I wanted 
to send a note of thanks for your contributions to 
our neighborhood's social media page.  Our Face-
book page is our neighborhood's digital presence 
and it is an opportunity to make others aware of 
special events, be connected, and to serve as a safe
-guard when we're aware of different items going 
on that we feel others would want to know 
about.  There may be times where people have a 
different opinion than ours but we're still neigh-
bors. 
 

     Enjoy this beautiful weather and remember that 
there are funds available for you to have a block 
party as large or as small as you can manage.  It's 
a wonderful opportunity to connect with neigh-
bors, young and old, and especially those who are 
newer to our community. 
 

ðBryan Buie, ENA President 

From the President 

TPC 
The Piano Cottage 

 
Exceptional Music Instruction 

 
2010 Boston Street 
616.334.7258 

www.thepianocottagegr.com 
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     The ENA would like to welcome 
Pastor Deborah to our neighborhood.  
She is the new co-pastor of Eastminster 
Presbyterian Church. 
     In addition to her duties at Eastmin-
ster, Pastor Deborah serves part-time as 
the Minister of Community Engage-
ment at Grace Christian Reformed 
Church in Grand Rapids and as Coordi-
nator of Mulick Park Reading Mentor 
Program. 
     Pastor Deborah was born and one son 
and four grandchildren. She graduated 
from Aquinas College, majoring in 
psychology and sociology. She ob-
tained a Master of Arts degree, as a 
Family Life Educator, from Western 
Michigan University and a Master of 
Divinity degree, at Western Theologi-
cal Seminary, and was ordained as a 
Minister of Word and Sacrament. Deb-
orah has a passion for women and mar-
ginalized populations.  
     She has been privileged to serve with 
various outreach ministries both locally 
and abroad.   
 

S  P  ï I  W   Y       
 

 

     The Eastgate Neighborhood also welcomes Scott Pich-
ard, an intern at Eastminster.  In 2017, Scott graduat-
ed  from Princeton Theological Seminary with a Master of 
Divinity degree and a Master of Arts degree in Christian 
Education and Formation.  He moved to Grand Rapids last 
June and has many relatives living nearby. 
  
 

     Eastminster is located at 1700 Woodward and has Sunday wor-
ship at 10:00 AM.  For more information call 616-243-8333 or visit 

the churchôs website Φ 

New Faces at  
Eastminster 

Reverend Deborah J. McCreary is the new  
Co-Pastor at Eastminster Presbyterian Church 

Roadwork that May  
Affect You 

B  R   E  G  R 
     The East Grand Rapids website calls the Breton Road 
Project its ñsignature projectò of the summer.  It is sched-
uled to begin on June 18 and end mid-August.  It will in-
clude work on sidewalks, surface, and street lights. 
 

L  G  R  S 
     The Intersection that may affect Eastgate the most is 
Alger and Kalamazoo.  That intersection and other local 
streets near the ENA will be resurfaced with improvements 
to sidewalks.   
 

Boston Street  
from Blaine Avenue to Kalamazoo Avenue 
 

Eastern Avenue 
from Hall Street to Franklin Street 
 

Kalamazoo Avenue 
from 28th Street to Alger Street 
 

Alger Street 
from Kalamazoo Avenue to Plymouth Avenue  
      
The city is still determining specific projects that may be 
added to this construction season.  More information can 
be found at grandrapidsmi.gov/road construction. 

New Co-Pastor 
Deborah McCreary 

Scott Pichard,  
Ministry Intern 

http://www.safetysign.com/construction-signs
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Middle School Targeted 
for Improvements 

     Alger Middle School is one of the 21 worst preforming 
schools in the state of Michigan.  For that reason, the state 
of Michigan has targeted it for improvements.  Alger Mid-
dle School is the 6th-8th grade public school that services 
the Eastgate Neighborhood.  
     The State of Michigan created a new rating system for 
schools based on how the school performs in six areas.  
The school earns a score from 0 ï 100, with 100 being the 
highest.  Alger Middle scored a 28.47. Thus, Alger Middle 
falls under the category of Comprehensive Support Im-
provement.   

     According to an April 6 MLive 
report, Alger Middle ñis among 21 
schools the Michigan Department 
of Education is seeking to enter 
into partnership agreements with 
to improve achievement.ò 
     Under the partnership-
agreement, Alger Middle will re-
ceive state resources to create a 

plan that identifies needs and targets student outcomes. 
During this time, the school maintains local control as it 
works with the Michigan Department of Education.   
     Mlive reported on April 2 that ñAlger's student academ-
ic growth increased from 7.7 percent to 37.8 percent cur-
rently, according to the state. However, only 1.1 percent of 
students are proficient in English and math.ò  It also noted 
that Alger Middle ñwill have to achieve academic growth 
goals to avoid accountability measures such as a CEO be-
ing appointed to oversee the school or closure.ò  

According to an Mlive report, only 1.1% of Alger Middle 
School students are proficient in English and math.  

Alger Middle services the Eastgate Community. 

Alger Middle will 
receive state re-
sources to create a 
plan that identifies 
needs and targets 
student outcomes 

�6�H�H���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���V�W�U�D�Q�J�H�" 
 

CALL THE POLICE AT THE NON-
EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER: 456-3403 

Alger Middle School  

     ITothe Eastgate Neighborhood, Cambridge Park is 
often called ñWater Tower Park.ò   
     Funded by the city parks tax millage of 2013, the park 
will see improvements this year much like Mulick Park 
was improved 2 years ago.  The park is slated for a new 
walkway, bike path, and picnic tables.   
     It currently maintains a soccer field, ball diamond, 
benches, picnic tables and picnic shelter.  
     The new path will loosely follow the parkôs southern 
perimeter up the hill near the water tower.   

Improvements Coming to   
Cambridge Park 

http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2018/04/low-performing_grand_rapids_sc.html

