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Progress Report on the  
Eastgate Engaged Initiative 

 
  The Beacon Hill at Eastgate 
has a foundation that is com-
mitted to engaging its East-
gate neighbors.  However, 
questions arose regarding the 

specifics 
of that en-
gagement. 
What 
should it 
look like?   

     First, the  Foundation Board 
employed a consultant to help 
study the matter.  To that end, 
the board contracted with the 

Center for Social Research of 
Calvin College.   
     Next, the study held 3 focus 
group meetings.  From those 
meetings they created a survey.  
This survey was mailed to resi-
dents of the ENA, and 19 per-
cent responded, which is typical 
of such a survey.   

A C  B   ENA   
 B  H  F    E 

19 percent of 
Eastgate resi-
dents responded 
the survey 

     The Center for Social Re-
search made its report to repre-
sentatives of various Beacon 
Hill committees in December.  
In early February a focus group 
of Eastgate neighbors, business 
representatives, and foundation 
members and met with Andi 
Allen, the Beacon Hill Founda-
tion President.     
     At these meetings the Center 
for Social Research presented 
its findings and made recom-
mendations.  The February fo-
cus group provided various per-
spectives regarding the find-

It was another solid year of real 
estate sales for Eastgate. The low 
inventory of homes for sale was, 

again, the predominant theme in 2017. Homes sold quickly with 
multiple offers and many times over the list price. Forty-two 
homes changed hands in 2017. Welcome new neighbors! Fun 
facts about 2017 real estate are on page 8 
 

By Kelley Rahilly 
Eastgate Neighbor 

2017 Real Estate   
        Report 

Forty-two homes sold in 2017.  
The average sale price was $186,467 

ðCONTINUED ON PAGE 8 

Kelley Rahilly has 
lived in the East-
gate Neighborhood 
for 16 years. She is 
an Associate Bro-
ker at Greenridge 
Realty. You can 
reach her at  
616-706-6439 or  
kelleyrahilly@gmail.com. 
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2011 25 $107,889 

2012 52 $106,519 

2013 43 $130,791 

2014 42 $135,117 

2015 42 $152,474 

2016 43 $177,951 

2017 42 $186,467 

     In September neighbors 
received postcards from the 
Grand Rapids Planning Com-
mission inviting them to the 
October 12 meeting. On the 
agenda was Beacon Hillôs de-
sire to acquire the Professional 
Office Building at 1845 Bos-
ton. The goal was to provide 

more independent living apart-
ments for Beacon Hill resi-
dents.   
     In order for Beacon Hill at 
Eastgate to purchase the prop-
erty, it was required to submit 
a site plan. This plan, along 
with construction concerns, 

No Expansion for 
Beacon Hill 

The Grand Rap-
ids City Planning 
Commission   
denied Beacon 
Hill at Eastgateôs 
plans for the  
Professional Of-
fice Building in a 
vote of 3-2 

ðCONTINUED ON PAGE 7 

ðCONTINUED ON PAGE 7 
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Annual Meeting Report  

The ENA bylaws dictate that an  
annual meeting must be held in October 

     The ENA held itôs annu-
al meeting on October 26.   
     President Shana Shroll 
was unable to attend due to 
a family emergency, so 
Vice President Jim Rau-
werda presided. 
 

N  V :  
B  Hô  G  
R  C    

F  Aô  P  
 

     The Association held its 
annual meeting at Beacon 
Hill at Eastgateôs new facil-
ity, with free Andreaôs Piz-
za available in the Garden 
Room Caf® prior.   
     The pizza dinner began 
at 6:30. At 7:00, the neigh-
bors moved to the new 
Community House Audito-
rium for the meeting. 
     Jim Rauwerda called the 
meeting to order and Sarah 
Johnson, the events coordi-
nator at Beacon Hill, wel-
comed the ENA to its facili-
ty.   
     The attendees heard re-
ports from our area police 
officers, the Rapid Transit 
proposal, and the Eastgate 
Engaged initiative.   
 

C  R    
G  R  P 

 

     The officers indicated 
that crime rates in the 
neighborhood have not 
changed significantly, and 
that Eastgate continues to 

have a 
low in-
cidence 
of 
crime.  
     
Howev-
er, 

neighbors are encouraged to 
lock their car doors. Young 
thieves who break into cars 
rarely smash windows.  
More often they walk up 

and down streets looking for 
unlocked cars to ransack.   
 

G  N  A  
P    
S  S 

 

     Vice President Jim Rau-
werda gave the president's 
report, during which time he 
presented the Good Neighbor 
Award to Shana Shroll.  
     In his presentation, Jim 
said, ñShana Shroll is a wor-
thy candi-
date for this 
awardðan 
award that 
is not given 
every year. 
Itôs an award 
that some-
one earns.  
Shana has 
definitely 
earned it.ò 
     The Good Neighbor 
Award is offered when a 
neighbor is worthy of recog-
nition for service to the 
neighborhood that is exem-
plary. It was last awarded 5 
years ago.   
 

T ô  R : F -
 H 

 

     Treasurer Jonathan Chit-
wood gave the financial re-
port, again indicating that 
our financial status is 
healthy. Remarkably, the 
ENAôs expenses this year 
were within $5 of its re-
ceipts. The Association has 
a $3000 rainy day fund that 
is in place.   
 

B  M  E : 
S  F 
S  C 

 

     The neighbors also elect-
ed new board members to 
fill the vacant seats held by 
Shana Shroll and Tina 
Cronkhite.  Elected to the 
board were Stephanie Ford 
of Orville Street and Ste-

phen Condon of Elliott 
Street.    
     The board would like 
to formally thank Shana 
and Tina for their years of 
service and welcomes 
Stephanie and Stephen. 
     After the meeting the 
board elected Bryan Buie 
as president, Jim Rau-

werda as vice-president, 
Jonathan Chitwood as 
treasurer, and Shaun Shi-
ra as secretary.    
     Itôs good to have good 
neighbors. 
     Thank you! 
      

Shana Shroll, 
recipient of the 
Good neighbor 
Award 

Vice President Jim Rauwerda presents the  
ñGood Neighbor Awardò to former president Shana Shroll. 

Above: neighbors enjoy complementary Andreaôs 
Pizza in Beacon Hillôs Garden Room Caf®.   
Below: neighbors listen to a report in the auditorium. 

Officers  
indicated that 
Eastgate con-
tinues to have  
a low incidence 
of crime 
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ANDREAôS PIZZA 

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM 

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM 

Family owned since 1969 
Fast Delivery Available          
for Lunch and Dinner 

 

241-5446 
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM 
Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM 

 

 

 

1700 Woodward 
247-0433 

A Christian Outreach Program of  
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH 

a place to be young, a place to belong 

___2018/2019 Classes___ 
 

3 Year Old        M/W      10:15-12:45 
3 Year Old        T/Th        8:30-11:00 
3-day 4ôs          M/W/F    10:15-12:45 
4-day 4ôs        M/T/W/Th    8:30-11:00 
4-GSRP 4ôs    M/T/W/Th    1:00-3:30 
Young 5ôs       M/T/W/Th    1:00-3:30 

2018-2019 

Specializing in builderôs and decorative hardware 

1500 Kalamazoo Avenue 
616.241.2655 

M-F 7am-6pm 
S 7:30 amï4:30pm 

www.modernhardware.com 

     Greetings, neigh-
bors.  My name is Bryan 
Buie and I am honored to 
serve as the new President 
of the Eastgate Neighbor-
hood Association.  I'm a 
proud husband and father of 
(soon to be!) six children 
and we moved into the 
neighborhood in August 
2011. 

 

Since then we have grown to appreciate what it means 
to live in our Eastgate neighborhood.  We love that the 
people we live close to aren't just our neighbors; they're 
our friends!  We love that we are part of a neighbor-
hood association that cares about people and is commit-
ted to encouraging and engaging in many festivities and 
events throughout the year as well as making us aware 
of all the many changes that are going on around us 
through the Gatewatch Newsletter and an active Face-
book page. It's been such a blessing to us to be connect-
ed to such a warm and caring group of people.   
 

This carries over to the neighbors on the board; I've 
been encouraged with how much the people on the 
board simply love our community.  Following in the 
footsteps of Shana Shroll is no easy task, but thanks 
largely to the help of our amazing board, our hope is to 
make a positive impact on our community through our 
efforts. 
 

I wanted to say a thank you to Beacon Hill for hosting 
our annual meeting and a special thank you for all who 
came out.  A community like this isnôt formed simply 
by an organized board or special events, no, itôs formed 
by people like you!  So thank you for your part in mak-
ing our neighborhood a wonderful place to live, either 
by taking cookies to a new neighbor, shoveling the 
sidewalk of your neighbor who happened to be out of 
town during the last great snowfall, or the other neigh-
borly things you do when no one is watching.  Thank 
you! 
 
   ðBryan Buie 
       ENA President 

From the President 

TPC 
The Piano Cottage 

 
Exceptional Music Instruction 

 
2010 Boston Street 
616.334.7258 

www.thepianocottagegr.com 
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Stop for Pedestrians  
at Crosswalks 

     The Grand Rapids city 
commissioners approved 
an ordinance that requires 
motorists to come to a 
complete stop at cross-
walks when pedestrians 
are present.   
     This does not apply to 
crosswalks where stop 
lights are present, when 
motorists and pedestrians 
are regulated by the lights 
and signals.   
     A marked crosswalk is lo-
cated on Breton at Breton Vil-

lage.  The crosswalk signs are 
clearly visible.     
     However, not all crosswalks 
have signs.   
     An unmarked crosswalk in 
the neighborhood is located 
near Beacon Hill on Boston 

Motorists must stop at marked and unmarked 
crosswalks if pedestrians are present. 

A marked crosswalk is on 
Breton at Breton Village.  
An unmarked crosswalk is 
on Boston and Hutchinson 

and Hutchinson. There is no 
sign like the one pictured 
above, but there are sidewalk 
cutouts.  Another unmarked 
crosswalk is located on Plym-
outh at Elliott across from Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Cath-
olic School.   
     The goal of the ordinance 
is to reduce crashes and pro-
mote safety.  This is part of an 
initiative called ñVision Ze-
ro,ò and it has been instituted 
in many cities across the na-
tion.   

The sign was installed at Rite Aidôs new loca-
tion on the corner of Burton and Breton. 

The new traffic signals at Burton and Eng-
lewood help traffic flow at Grand Rapids    
Christian Middle School. 

A New Sign and... 

...New Traffic Signals 

H  Y  H  A   
 

Dumpster Day? 
 

 

WE HAVENôT EITHER 
STAY TUNED TO FACEBOOK AND WEôLL PASS 

ALONG UPDATES AS WE GET THEM 

https://www.seton.com/reflective-pedestrian-crossing-signs-pedestrian-crossing-symbol-ff0437.html
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!ǎ ǿŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ Iƻƭȅ ²ŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ 

ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ 
 

Ih[¸ ²99Y 
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ μ aŀǊ нс-ну μ тΥлл ta 
aŀǳƴŘȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ μ aŀǊ нф μ тΥлл ta 
DƻƻŘ CǊƛŘŀȅ μ aŀǊ ол μ фΥлл !a-оΥлл ta 

 

9!{¢9w {¦b5!¸ 
²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ μ !ǇǊ м μ млΥлл !a 

 

нлмн DǊƛƎƎǎ {ǘΦ {9Σ пфрлс 
смсΦнпрΦфнпт 

ǿǿǿΦŬƊƘŎƘǳǊŎƘΦƻǊƎ 

CƛƊƘ wŜŦƻǊƳŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Wƻƛƴ ¦ǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ 
ŀǘ мл!a 
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Since 1924, Toastmasters 
International has been recog-
nized as the leading organi-
zation dedicated to communi-
cation and leadership skill 
development. Through its 
worldwide network of clubs, 
each week Toastmasters helps more than a quarter million 
men and women of every ethnicity, education level and 
profession build their competence in communication so 
they can gain the confidence to lead others. 
Toastmasters International Where Leaders Are Made 

Join us to learn more about Toastmasters 
When:  1st, 3rd, 5th Wednesdayôs 
  12:00 ï 1:00 pm 
Where: Michigan First Credit Union 
  1815 Breton Rd SE, Grand Rapids, Mi. 49504 

An Invitation from  
Michigan First Credit Union 
Stop by and build your leadership skills! 

lock your doors  

THESE ARE  
PROVEN  

CRIME DETERRENTS 

outside lights 

and turn on your 

Notice  
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Eastgate Calendar 2018 

March 
15  ENA Board Meeting at  
      Beacon Hill at Eastgate  
      at 6:30pm  

May 
Gatewatch Delivery  
17 ENA Board Meeting at Plymouth     
      Heights Christian Reformed   
      Church at 6:30 pm 
31 First day of Garage Sale Weekend 

June 
1-2 ENA Garage Sale Weekend 
2    ENA Ice Cream Social  
2    Jewelry Sale at Eastminster 
      Presbyterian Church 
2    Bike Tune Up & Hot Dogs at  
      Eastminster Presbyterian Church 
13 Concert on the Green at Beacon  
      Hill at Eastgate at 7:00 pm 

July 
Gatewatch Delivery  
TBD Bike Tune Up & Hot Dogs at  
      Eastminster Presbyterian Church  
11  Concert on the Green at Beacon  
      Hill at Eastgate at 7:00 pm 
20   ENA Board Meeting.  
       Location TBD at 6:30 pm 
25 Christmas in July Bazaar at the  
       Community House Auditorium at  
       Beacon Hill at Eastgate. 6-8pm 

August 
TBD Bike Tune Up & Hot Dogs at  
      Eastminster 
TBD ñKids Night Outò at Plymouth Heights  
       Christian Reformed Church 
8    Concert on the Green at Beacon  
      Hill at Eastgate at 7:00 pm 
23 Beacon Hill at Eastgateôs Annual  
       Community Picnic 5:30 pm 

September 
21 ENA Board Meeting at Plymouth  
      Heights CRC.  7:00 pm 

October 
Gatewatch Delivery 
25 ENA Annual Meeting. Location  
        TBD at 7:00 pm 
31   Trunk or Treat at Fifth Reformed  
       Church 

November 
28 Holiday Bazaar at the Community  
        House Auditorium at Beacon Hill at  
        Eastgate. 6:30-8:30pm 
30 The Polar Express Movie at the  
        Community House Auditorium at  
        Beacon Hill at Eastgate. 6:30 

December 
ENA Christmas Lights Contest on 
         Facebook 

formed the basis of the opposition from 
neighbors on Cornell, Evergreen, and 
Strathmoor.   
     The planning commissionôs minutes 
of October 12 and 26 of 2017, which 
are online at the Grand Rapids city 
website, give a record of those who 
spoke, their street addresses, and their 
concerns.   
     Cornell resident Richard Markie-
wicz  ñrelated that he went door to door 
on Cornell and Evergreen and he hasnôt 
spoken with a single person willing to 
say they were for this project. Howev-
er, there were many willing to say they 
were not supportive of this project or 
any expansion.ò He also submitted 
written objections.   
     The minutes indicate that seven 
neighbors along Beacon Hillôs perime-
ter and one Beacon Hill resident spoke 
against the site plan.    
     The planning commission listened 
to the concerns, deliberated, andðin a 
3-2 voteðdenied Beacon Hillôs request 
to redevelop the Professional Office 
Building into residential apartments.   
     The Professional Office Building 
has been vacant for the last three years 
and is owned by an investment group 
based out of Birmingham, Alabama.   
 

Information from Grand Rapids City Planning 
Commission minutes of October 12 and 26.   
ttp://grandrapidscitymi.iqm2.com/Citizens/
FileOpen.aspxType=12&ID=3238&Inline=True 

ings. One perspective came from one 
of our neighbors who has lived in 
Eastgate for 46 years.   
     The entire Beacon Hill Foundation 
board heard the report and the focus 
group recommendations on February 
13.  Now, it is organizing a forum so 
neighbors can hear report and recom-
mendations as well.     
     We thank Beacon Hill for its inten-
tional commitment to the Eastgate 
neighborhood. 

E  I 
 P  R 

 

Continued from Page 1 

B  H  E  
D   C   

P  C 
 

Continued from Page 1 



Sunday services at 10:00 and 5:30 
1800 Plymouth Rd 

www.phcrc.org 
243-5638 

Equipping disciples to become neighborsé  
...inviting neighbors to become disciples. 

±!b59b .h¦¢  
{bh² ϧ [!²bΣ Lb/Φ 

 
 

Y9b ±!b59b .h¦¢         

тмрп aƻǊǎŜ [ŀƪŜ !ǾŜ 
 

!ƭǘƻΣ aL пфолн 

(616) 437-7987 cell 
 όсмсύ усу-[!²b 

CƻǊ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀǿƴ ƴŜŜŘǎΗ 
 

D  Y  H   
Y  W ?  
/ŀƭƭ YŜƴΥ пот-тфут 

¶ {ƴƻǿ wŜƳƻǾŀƭ 
¶ {ǇǊƛƴƎ /ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ 
¶ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ [ŀǿƴ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 
¶ {ǘǳƳǇ DǊƛƴŘƛƴƎκwŜƳƻǾŀƭ 
¶ DǳǧŜǊ /ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ 
¶ tǊǳƴƛƴƎ 
¶ CŜǊǝƭƛȊƛƴƎ 
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H   L ... 
¶ High sale price in the neighborhood was $240,000. 
¶ Low sale price in the neighborhood was $108,000. 
¶ Average sale price in the neighborhood was $186,467.  
¶ The average sale price in 2016 was $177,951. 
 
B  S   H ... 
¶ 32 ranch styles homes sold.  
¶ 7 traditional (2 story) homes sold. 
¶ 3 cape cod / bungalow homes sold.  
¶ The highest priced ranch sold for $220,000. 
¶ The highest priced 2 story sold for $240,000. 
¶ The highest priced cape cod sold for $230,000. 
 
O  T  M ... 
Average days on the market was 13. 
 
P  S  F ... 
¶ Finished living space (above grade) for homes sold 
ranged from 994 sq ft to 2328 sq ft, 

¶ Sold price per square foot ranged from $83.76 to 
$186.44. 

 
O   U ... 
¶ 22 houses sold over list price. 
¶ 12 houses accepted an offer less than list price. 
¶ 8 houses sold at list price. 
 
F ... 
Financing used by Buyers: 
¶ 27 transactions were conventional financing. 
¶ 8 transactions were cash financing. 
¶ 6 transactions were FHA financing. 
¶ 1 transaction was VA financing. 
¶ 15 transactions included seller concessions. 
 
All data and statistics based on sale information form the 
Grand Rapids Association of Realtors. 

Real Estate Report C  
F  P  1 

¢ƘƛǊŘ   
DŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴ 
{ŜǊǾƛƴƎ 
9ŀǎǘƎŀǘŜ 
{ƛƴŎŜ мфсн 
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Century 

Food & 

Liquor  

{ǘƻǇ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ  
ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ   

Located on Boston Street  

in the heart of the Eastgate Neighborhood  

Grand Rapids Public 
Schools Lose Students 

     Mlive reported in October 
that Grand Rapids Public 
Schools will lose more than 
$800,000 in funding this 
year due to a 115 student 
decline in enrollment.  
      To complicate matters, 
the district budgeted for a 50 
student increase.  Thus, the 
operating budget is short 
$1.2 million.  The district 
receives $7,631 per student. 

     There are two count days: 
one on October 4 that repre-
sented 90 per cent of the stu-
dent funding.  The count on 
February 8 represents the 
other 10 per cent.   
     As of October 4, the 
GRPS student census stands 
at 16,676, down from 16,791 
last year.   
      

Causes a budget shortfall of $1.2 million 

Chow Hound Now Open 
Next to Fresh Thyme 

     The Chow Hound relocat-
ed from its former Breton 
Village location to its new 
retail location at 2490 Bur-
ton Street next to Fresh 
Thyme Market.  It opened on 
January 2.   
     The store offers products 

and services for all pet 
needs, including self-serve 
dog wash rooms and puppy 
socialization classes.   
     The retailer opened in 
1989 and has 10 West Mich-
igan locations.  It is open 
from 9am to 9pm daily.   

Time to Think About the  
Community Garden  

     Interested in gardening but 
donôt have the space? Join some 
neighbors at the Fifth Reformed 
Church Community Gardens.   
     Spring is just around the cor-
ner...plan now 
     Contact Greg Wilkins at 
Fifth Reformed church at                 
gwilkins@fifthrc.org     

Space Available at Fifth Reformed Church 

Neighbors Have Spoken: 
Keep the Gatewatch 

     In August the ENA board 
discussed the value of this 
Gatewatch publication. In this 
electronic age, do neighbors 
even want it? 
     Neighbors responded on fa-
cebook and at the annual meet-
ing nearly unanimously: keep 
the print version of the Gatewatch.   
     Your ENA board listened.  With that directive, you are 
receiving this issue delivered to your home. Thank you for 
supporting the Eastgate Neighborhood Association.      

mailto:gwilkins@fifthrc.org
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See something strange? 
 

CALL THE POLICE AT THE NON-
EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER: 456-3403 

 

BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 
2003 Burton St. S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
(616) 245-9830 

 S    
 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate  
 

For hosting the ENA Annual Meeting on October 26.   
 

Fifth Reformed Church 
 

For hosting our board meeting in January and also for co-
sponsoring the Trunk or Treat event in October. 
 

Hulst Jepsen Physical Therapy  

For offering free yoga for neighbors on Thursday evenings.  
See page 6 for details.  

Donate Jewelry to the 
 Eastminster Jewelry Sale 
     Eastminster Presbyterian Church accepts all 
jewelry donations for its spring sale. Proceeds go 
to Kids Food Basket.  The sale is June 2. 
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In and Around the óGate... 

The building at the corner of Burton and Breton 
served as offices for Kishman Realty and Dery 
Physical Therapy.  In the summer of 2014, those 
offices relocated when the building came under the 
ownership of developer CWD.  

The building was leveled, and by late November of 
2016 the site contained only a parking lot. It sat 
vacant for the summer.   

Site preparation began for the new Rite Aid building 
in early September 2017.  

Contractors went to work, and the frame of the 
building was erected in late September 2017. 

By October 22 the walls were constructed and the 
building was taking shape. 

By February 6, the building had exterior signage. It 
opened on February 22. 

1.  

2.  

5.  

4.  

3.  

6.  

The Telephone Pole 
 on Breton & Burton 


