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Eastgate Neighborhood  
Annual Meeting: Cancelled 

C   P  3 

Griggs Development 
Update 

Food trucks came to Woodward this summer, bringing a 
selection that ranged from pizza to BBQ to elephant ears. It 
was fun to see fellow neighbors safely! Equal thanks goes 
out to Level One Bank for their Food Truck Friday lunch 
series. 

     Neighbors from Eastgate Neighborhood and East 
Grand Rapids are looking to appeal the decision by the 
Grand Rapids Planning Commission by seeking an ap-
peals hearing with the Grand Rapids Board of Zoning 

     

     This year the ENA Board of Directors 
made the unprecedented move to cancel the 
physical ñAnnual Meetingò that is dictated in 
our bylaws.  
     In order to handle the business of the meet-
ing, the board decided to do so in a manner 
that fulfills the mandate of the annual meeting, 
but does so in an asynchronous manner. In 
addition, all neighbors are invited to the ENA 
board meeting online on October 29. 
     According to the bylaws, the board has 
three tasks for its October meeting. 
     First, the board must inform the neighbors 
of the meeting. Second, the board must offer 
reports on the finances and activities of the 
organization. This year, both of those reports 

are written and included in this Gatewatch. 
Also, both reports will be posted at our web-
site at eastgatena.com. Finally, the board must 
conduct elections for the board of directors. 
The board has decided to suspend elections 
until a time when it is safe to do so.  
 

    B   D   
  

The board currently has one open seat that 
was vacated by former president Elida Van 
Sledright in June. All other board members 
who are up for election have graciously agreed 
to stay on. Thus, the board will extend those 
terms, and operate with one open seat. Be-
cause there are not many activities at this time, 

    P ô  R    A  M   N  A 
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óBright Spot  
of Summerô 

A view of the dead end on Griggs Street. This is the site of 
the proposed condo development 

A huge thank you to the Fouch Family on Woodward for 
planning the food truck dinners throughout the summer.  
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ENA Presidentôs Report 2020 

the board feels this is a workable solution. Thus, the 
2021 ENA eight-member board is comprised of Chris 
Burri, John Morrison, and Megan Wolenberg who have 
extended their terms, and Tom Grace, Steph Ford, Jim 
Rauwerda, Sloth, Kris Stott, and Greg Wilkins who are 
up for election next year.    
 
A  I    O  M  O   

B   D       
 
As always, the ENA board meetings are open to all 
neighbors. To make this possible, the next ENA meeting 
on October 29 at 7pm will be available by Zoom. At our 
board meetings we discuss the business of the neighbor-
hood, including financial reports and upcoming activi-
ties. If you are interested in attending, please email the 
ENA at Eastgategr@gmail.com the week of the meeting. 
We will send you a Zoom link. 
  

P ô  R   
 N  A   

 
     In January the board held its first meeting of 2020 at 
Beacon Hill at Eastgate. It began planning its summer 
events and became acquainted with new board members. 
In addition, the board created an ad hoc committee on 
rebranding. At this meeting, Elida VanSledright resigned 
as president and Jim Rauwerda was elected.  
     The March ENA meeting was cancelled due to 
COVID-19. Throughout the spring, all of our ENA 
churches and Beacon Hill at Eastgate cancelled or sus-
pended their neighborhood activities. The Easter egg 
hunts were the first to go.  
     In May, the ENA board conducted its first ever Zoom 
meeting, and the board cancelled the publication of the 
spring newsletter.  
     With the exception of Dumpster Day on August 22, 
the ENA postponed, suspended, or cancelled its sched-
uled activities.       
     Despite the cancellations, our neighborhood thrived. 
Individual neighbors placed signs in their yards, orga-
nized food trucks, decorated their sidewalks with chalk, 
and had socially distanced block parties. 
     The ENA continued to handle events that it could. 
The Community Gardens grew, and the board offered a 
stipend to help make those thrive. The board did its 
homework on rebranding, too. 
     Facebook was the medium through which most were 
able to keep up with the proposed development of 2200 
Griggs, and through the Gatewatch newsletter, the neigh-
bors were kept up-to-date on the building project at Bea-
con Hill at Eastgate.  
     Summer events were not rescheduled. Annual events 

that we have come to expect and enjoy passed by, includ-
ing the bike repair days sponsored by Eastminster Presby-
terian Church, Kids Night Out sponsored by Plymouth 
Heights Christian Reformed Church, the annual picnic 
sponsored by Beacon Hill at Eastgate, and the Trunk or 
Treat event sponsored by Fifth Reformed Church.  
     As we look to this winter, the ENA board does not 
meet in December. Still, the ENA will again sponsor the 
Holiday Lights Contest, and the board is working on hav-
ing some snow sculpture contests this winter as well.    
 
     Please know that we are doing all we can to make sure 
that we are following the ñspiritò of the Eastgate Neigh-
borhood Association bylaws. We want to be safe and be 
responsible. As you know, we are an organization that is 
completely run by volunteers. We are (usually) active, 
sponsoring or co-sponsoring events, hosting the website 
and Facebook page, and providing this newsletter.  
     Finally, I personally would like to thank Chris, John, 
and Megan for being willing to extend their terms of ser-
vice to the ENA board.  
     We live in a great place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Thank you, 
 Jim Rauwerda 
 ENA President 
    

C   P  O 

Tuesday November 3 

POLLS ARE OPEN FROM 7AM TO 8PM 
 

YOU ARE ALLOWED TO VOTE  
IF YOU ARE IN LINE BY 8 PM 
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ANDREAôS PIZZA 

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM 

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM 

Family owned since 1969 
Fast Delivery Available          
for Lunch and Dinner 

 

241-5446 
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM 
Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM 

 

 

 

1700 Woodward 
247-0433 

A Christian Outreach Program of  
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH 

a place to be young, a place to belong 

 

Classes available for 3-year-olds,  
4-year-olds and Young 5's   
 
Check our website for more details: 
eastminsterkids.org 
 
Email us at eastminsterkidsgr.com 

2020-2021 

Specializing in builderôs and decorative hardware 

1500 Kalamazoo Avenue 
616.241.2655 

M-F 7am-6pm 
S 7:30 amï4:30pm 

www.modernhardware.com 

Closed at Breton Village 

     With so many unanticipated challenges of 2020, I 
am happy to report that financially ENA remains 
strong and healthy.  Although not spared from promot-
ing and hosting our common community and neighbor-
hood-based events, we were fortunate to have had the 
continued friendship and financial support from many 
our local ENA based businesses.   
     As we all now know, many of our locally owned 
business neighbors have been greatly impacted this 
year,  experiencing loss of revenue, some having lost 
or having to let go employees and for others not being 
able to care for their patient populations,  that have 
routinely sought out their skill and compassion. 
     Please know that these struggles have not gone un-
noticed and that your continued support of the ENA 
through these difficult times is greatly appreciated.  
Without the financial support of our neighborhood 
businesses, events such as the annual Trunk or Treat, 
the ENA Ice Cream Social, ENA Christmas Light 
Contest, funding of many ENA Block Parties and the 
quarterly printing and delivery of the Gatewatch news-
letter, would not be possible.   
     Please consider visiting and thanking them for their 
continued, generous support. 
     As a general reminder, the ENA will re-imburse for 
associated costs of hosting a neighborhood block party, 
up to $75. This year, given the challenges of Covid-19, 
most, if not nearly all block parties were cancelled.  I, 
along with all of you, are hopeful that 2021 will be 
different, allowing for neighbors to once again get to-
gether and to celebrate everything that makes the ENA 
such a special and great place to live.  
     ENA Membership ï Did you know that you can 
support ENA by contributing $15/household for gen-
eral membership dues. These funds are used to off-set 
the cost of the ENA Website, Gatewatch quarterly 
newsletter, ENA Events and to help support/fund 
neighborhood block parties.  This year a total of 23 
neighbors contributed, adding an additional $345 that 
could be used to fund ENA activities.  Your contribu-
tion is greatly appreciated.  See the back page for de-
tails. 
 
 
 
 Thank you, 
 Chris Burri, 
 ENA Treasurer 
  

 

ENA Treasurerôs 
Report 2020 

http://eastminsterkids.org
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IF YOU NOTICE  
UNUSUAL  
BEHAVIOR 

 

Or think the police  
should be aware  
of something 

 
CALL THEM AT THE  
NON-EMERGENCY  
PHONE NUMBER: 

 

456-3403 

Donate  
Used Jewelry  

to the 

 Eastminster  
Jewelry Sale 

 

Eastminster Presbyteri-
an Church accepts all 
jewelry donations for its 
spring sale. Proceeds go 
to Kids Food Basket.  
Due to COVID-19, Dona-
tions can be dropped off 
at the church by ar-
rangement.   

Appeals.  At its August 13 meeting, the Planning Commission voted to approve the condominium project at 2200 Griggs 
including the 25ft buffer and single entrance/exit on Griggs Street. 
     In mid-August, in advance of the Grand Rapids Planning Commission meeting, television news crews interviewed 
neighbors and broadcasted segments from the neighborhood. The commission meeting was held online, and those in oppo-
sition and support spoke for more than 90 minutes, most were opposed.  
     Arguments ranged from concerns about increased traffic flow, character of the neighborhood, construction noise, the 
75ft buffer being reduced to 25 ft, and density.  In the end, however, commissioners voted unanimously to support the pro-
ject. 
     The project in question is called Breton Hamlet and involves the construction of 42 condominiums and six individual 
homes on the 7.3 acre site. The developer, Brad Rotchaffer of Mosaic Properties, says the condos will be for those older 
than 55, and he expects the properties will cost between $300,000-$500,000. 
     To appeal the project, the group of neighbors who are opposed, are raising funds via gofundme to handle the legal fees 
and legal counsel. According to the Gofundme page, they have raised $8,000 from 29 donors so far. 
         The appeal is still underway, although it has been stymied. The City of Grand Rapids Planning Department accepted 
the appeals application and granted a Board of Zoning Appeal hearing on October 15. However, the neighborhood appeals 
group later learned that the hearing was denied by an assistant attorney for Grand Rapids. 
     Currently, the Eastgate and East Grand Rapids neighbors look to use their legal counsel to navigate the appeals process 
and file a claim with the Kent Circuit Court.  

2200 Griggs Update 
 

C   P  1 
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Century 

Food & 

Liquor  

Stop in for all your  
convenience store needs   

Located on Boston Street  

in the heart of the Eastgate Neighborhood  

OTTAWA HILLS BRANCH  
LIBRARY HOURS 

 

         T 10 - 6      W 12 - 8      Th-Sat 10 - 6 

Salon 
Eastgatestyle.com 
Facebook 

Walk-ins Welcome 

east gate 

Appointments Available   

2020 Boston St. SE   
Grand Rapids, MI 

Vanden Bout Extends 
ñEarly Bird Specialò 

     The flier tucked into this 
issue of the Gatewatch indi-
cates that Vanden Boutôs snow 
removal ñEarly Bird Specialò 
has expired.   
     However, Ken has extended 
that special for the Eastgate 
Neighbors until October 30.      
     Ken also specializes in one-time fall clean-ups.  See 
his ad on page 9. 

Thank You 
 Level One Bank 

     The Eastgate Neighborhood Association board often 
has ñofficeò needs, and we often turn to Level One Bank. 
We were able to hold our most recent board meeting at 
our neighborhood Level One branch, and they helped us 
with a few printing jobs throughout the summer 
     In addition, Level One brought in food trucks on Fri-
days to offer a respite during these Covid-19 times.  
     Thanks, Level One, for being a good neighbor! 
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Menôs Haircuts   
Kidôs Cut            
Face Shave          
Mustache/Beard    

616-243-0345 

Appointments Available ǅ Walk-ins Welcome         . 

Mon-Fri 8am-7pm 
Sat 8am-2pm 

18 
14 
20 
  5 

Eastgatestyle.com 
Facebook 

2020 Boston St. SE  Grand Rapids, MI 

Be A Better Recycler 
 
We try to do our best for the envi-
ronment, and we try to do what is 
best for the Kent County Recycle 
Center. By now, most of us know 
that the center cannot handle thin 
plasticðlike plastic grocery bags; 
and we also know that the center 
cannot handle ñglossyò paperð
like wrapping paper. Still, there 
are few other things to consider 
when recycling.  
 

1. Do not bag  
     recyclables 
 

Bagging your recyclables helps as you collect items in 
your household. However, when itôs time to bring that 
bag to the recycle bin, do the Recycle Center a favor 
and empty that bag.  
 

2. Do not recycle plastic bags, plastic  
    packaging, resealable bags, or  
    wrapping paper 
 

For a time, the only plastic that the center could not 
handle was the resealable plastic bags. Thatôs not true 
anymore. In early 2020, the recycle center had to re-
place some equipment. The reason? Plastic bags 
jammed the sorting machines. The center shut down for 
three weeks, resulting is many items being sent to the 
landfill. The lesson: no more thin plastic.  
 

3. No tanglers, cords, hoses, or chains 
 

A chain is metal, and the recycle center takes metal, 
so...wait. A chain is what the recyclers call a ñtangler,ò 
and it does just what you think it does. It makes sorting 
more difficult.  
 

4. No food or liquid: only clean recycling 
 

The recycle center cannot handle food. If you donôt 
want to clean the peanut butter container, then do    
everyone a favor and throw it in the garbage. If you do 
want to clean it, then the recycle center would love to 
accept it. The same can be said for the greasy pizza 
box. The box lid may be acceptable, but please, no rot-
ting food.  

 
5. No yard waste or wood 
 

Yard waste is compostable, but the recycle center is not 
a compost station. The city offers yard waste containers 
that are emptied on the same days as the garbage day. 
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Special thanks to the volunteers who helped 
make this a successful event!   

 

Thanks also to Fifth Reformed Church for 
use of the parking lot 

Dumpster Day 2020 
Seven dumpsters of trash left the ENA 

More than 100 vehicles dropped off 
trash, including two U-Haul trucks.   

The Dumpster Day sign at  
Fifth Reformed Church 

     The year 2020 has been filled with many changes!  
As your local physical therapy clinic, we have loved 
helping our neighbors through physical changes that 
have occurred this year. Whether if that is new knee 
pain, shoulder pain, back pain, or a pain that has been 
present for years. Another area that we love to help 
with is our neighbors going through pregnancy!   
     Pregnancy brings changes in the body that can cause 
discomfort.   From morning sickness, hormonal chang-
es, and gaining 20-30 pounds (or more), discomfort 
may be an understatement.  We, JoEllen Bender, Katie 
Thomas, and Amanda Seymour, are Womenôs Health 
Physical Therapists with Hulst Jepsen Physical Thera-
py at the EGR clinic. As physical therapists, we see 
many clients through their pregnancy journey.  Low 
back pain, hip pain, sacroiliac joint (SIJ) pain, pubic 
symphysis pain, pelvic pain are just to name a few 
common areas that we see and treat.  
     We know that 1 in 5 women will experience pelvic 
pain. This is common! But not something to live 
with.  We can help. We also encourage you to dedicate 
time for yourself during this season to stay active. Re-
search has shown that a 20 minutes yoga session one 
time a week can decrease low back pain and leg pain 
during pregnancy.  
     Low impact exercise can be gentle on the joints and 
an effective way to maintain and build strength. Total 
body movements like squats, hip extension, hip abduc-
tion, lunges, and just walking can be beneficial.   
     Focusing on your posture and abdominal strength 
throughout pregnancy is a significant way to reduce 
and/or prevent pain. During pregnancy we fall into 
what is called an anterior pelvic tilt due to weight of the 
baby. Belly bands can have a positive effect on postural 
awareness during this process!  
     Please let us know how we can help you during your 
pregnancy journey.  

A Note from Hulst Jepsen Physical Therapy 

Pain with Pregnancy? 

A Formal ñThank Youò  
to the City of Grand Rapids 

Dear City Commissioners, 
The Eastgate Neighborhood Association would like to 
thank you for providing our neighborhood with a trash 
removal day.  This event is extremely popular, and it helps 
keep our houses, garages, and sheds clean.  A clean neigh-
borhood is beneficial to everyone.  Thank you.   
      Sincerely, 
      The Eastgate Neighborhood Association 
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www.phcrc.org 
243-5638 

Equipping disciples to become neighborsé  
...inviting neighbors to become disciples. 

Sunday service at 10:00am 
1800 Plymouth Ave. 

ENA Calendar of Events 

October 
Gatewatch Delivery  
    29 ENA  Board Meeting 7pm  Location: zoom 
 

Winter 
Snow Sculpture Contest. See ad on page 15 
 

December 
Holiday Lights Contest. See ad on page 13 
 

February 
 ENA Board Meeting. Date/Time TBD 

     Whether your business was essential during the COVID-19 
shutdowns or temporarily closed, you may need additional 
funding to fuel success or offset slower demand as the economy 
reopens.  
     Business loans from Michigan banks may be available to 
purchase inventory or equipment or to jump-start working capi-
tal. Depending on the terms of your loan, you can use funds to 
rent space, hire staff, or buy supplies. 
 
     Lending teams at banks in Detroit, Ann Arbor, and Grand 
Rapids will evaluate the following aspects of your business 
during the approval process: 
 1. Your Credit History.  
 2. Your Business Cashflow 
 3. The Collateral You Have to Secure the Loan.  
 4. Your Financial Documentation.  
 5. Your Business Plan 
 
      We can help you formulate a business plan that is right for 
you. Stop in to Level One at 2355 Burton Street and ask us how 
we can help. See our ad on page 13. 

Small Business Help from 
Level One Bank 
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   In and Around the óGate 

Autumn in 
Eastgate 

Students getting instrument instruction out-
side at Immaculate Heart of Mary School.  
(It was 8:45am and 48 degrees outside when 
this photo was taken.) 

Sign of the times: moving services out-
side at Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church. Small group also meets out-
side on Thursdays at 6pm. Everyone is 
welcome. 

New townhouses taking shape behind 
Fresh Thyme Market 

óTis the season: political signs dot the 
Eastgate Neighborhood.  


