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5k Sponsors: 

Thank You! 

D&W Invests In Our Community 

Eastgate Annual 

Meeting! 
at 

Fifth Reformed Church 
 

Thursday,   

October 15 

7:00 pm 
 

Agenda: 
—Police Officer Report 

—President’s Annual Report 
—Grand Rapids Public 

Schools Report 

—Elect board members  
 

All neighbors are invited  

Refreshments will be served 

GOLD SPONSORS 
The Breton Group 

Buiten & Associates Insurance 

D&W Fresh Market 

Law Offices of Shawn Weera 

Varnum Attorneys at Law 

SILVER SPONSORS 
Striders 

Fox Insurance Agency 

Emmanuel Hospice 

Maurer’s Textile Rental Services 

Accurate Plumbing 

The Piano Cottage 

Mercy Health 

Norris, Perné & French, LLP 

BRONZE SPONSORS 
Osta’s Lebanese Cuisine 

Kooi Industrial Painting 

Eastgate Styling Salon 

Vanderwey Painting Co. 

Grand Rapids Graphix 

CareLinc Medical Equipment 

Michigan First Credit Union 

Diversified Medical Staffing 

Fitness Together 
Huntington Bank 

Vigil Health Solutions 

Axios Incorporated 

Tender Lawn Care 

Sun Rentals 

Life EMS Ambulance 

PRDG Senior Living Architecture  

D&W Fresh Market joined forces with the Eastgate 
5k, becoming a Gold Sponsor this year.  Our local 
grocery store is in the midst of a remodeling project.   

     Neighbors can already see many 
changes at our local D&W Fresh Mar-

ket.  The redesign so far includes a 

relocation for Starbucks, the addition 

of Jamba Juice, the expansion of the 
craft beer aisle, and a new salad bar.   

     “Every week we are putting in 

something new and different and ex-
citing,” said Larry Huizinga, a Spar-

tanNash representative.  “We are redo-

ing ‘fresh’ in this store,” he added.     
     A health and wellness center is be-

ing constructed where the bakery used 

to be. This center will focus on natu-

rals, organics and probiotics. The store 
will pro-

Eastgate 5k  

Continues Growing 

     The Eastgate 5k continues to grow, bringing out 
more runners and walkers.  This year’s event saw a 

substantial increase in sponsorship, with five gold 

sponsors, and it saw an increase in the number of par-

ticipants.    
     While the event is a race at heart, it also offers a 

tremendous opportunity for community: Eastgate Styl-

ing Salon donated popcorn participants received at 
packet pick-up, The Piano Cottage showed up with a 

drum line, Michigan First 

5k runners pass Beacon Hill at Eastgate on Boston Street 

—CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 

—CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 

D&W will offer more  

than 1750 new items in  

a new an inviting way  



Page 2  .  

Century 

Food & Liquor 

Stop in for all your  
convenience store needs   

Located on Boston Street  

in the heart of the  

Eastgate Neighborhood 

Jazz on the Lawn 

     On Saturday, 
September 19, 

the rain stopped, 

the sun shone 

and once again 
Eastminster’s 

“Jazz on the 

Lawn” delighted 
all who attended. The foot-tapping, handclapping music of 

Crawfish Pie (formerly known as The New Revival Jazz 

Band) had the crowd enjoying every musical minute of this 
beautiful fall afternoon.  
     An after-concert meal of hot dogs, chips, cookies, and 

lemonade added a time for fellowship and “getting to know 

you” that was enjoyed by all.  
     Eastminster Presbyterian hopes to make this a continuing 

tradition, so watch for the Gatewatch article next summer 

detailing the date and time of our next free “Jazz on the 
Lawn” event!  We hope to see you there. 

—Barbara Terrien, Eastminster Presbyterian Church 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church was the scene 

for a jazz concert by Crawfish Pie 

The Eastgate Neighborhood Association  
would like to offer special thanks to… 

 

 Beacon Hill at Eastgate for hosting the an-
nual pig roast.  

 Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed 
Church for allowing the ENA to use its park-
ing lot for the Dumpster Day event. 

 All the advertisers in the this newsletter.  
We could not put together this Gatewatch 
without their support.   

Halloween 
 

Saturday, October 31 
 

We encourage you to 
set up your car and 
treats at 5:30 pm  

 

Trunk or Treat from 

6:00—8:00pm  

Trunk or Treat!   

Are You Ready  

for Christmas Lights? 

Once again the ENA  

is sponsoring a 

Christmas Light Contest  

on Facebook.   

Vote by clicking the like the button.  Winners get big 

prizes and official bragging rights.   

Stay tuned to Facebook for details! 

AT FIFTH REFROMED 

CHURCH PARKING LOT 

     The Mulick Park Collaborative supports the faculty and 
staff of Mulick Park School as they pursue their mission to 

improve the academic achievement of every student so that 

patterns of generational poverty can be broken. For the 2015-

16 school year, the collab-
orative will recruit and 

support tutors for one-on-

one work with individual 
students during the school 

day. The collaborative gets its name because it has represen-

tation from several neighborhood churches, including: Fifth 
Reformed, Eastminster and Plymouth Heights.  

     As we do each year, we are inviting you to become a men-

tor for the kids at Mulick Park. In just one hour a week, you 

could build a caring relationship with a Mulick Park 4th or 5th 
grader who is struggling to read. To learn more, email Debo-

rah McCreary at pastord@embracehopegr.org   

“...we are inviting you to 

become a mentor for the 

kids at Mulick Park” 

Mulick Park Collaborative 

mailto:pastord@embracehopegr.org
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ANDREA’S PIZZA 

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM 

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM 

Family owned since 1969 

Fast Delivery Available          

for Lunch and Dinner 

 

241-5446 
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM 

Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM 

 

 

 

1700 Woodward 

247-0433 
A Christian Outreach Program of  

EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH 

a place to be young, a place to belong 

___2015/2016 Classes___ 
 

3 Year Old      M/W      10:15-12:45 

3 Year Old      T/Th        8:30-11:00 
Young 4’s       T/Th/F   10:15-12:45 

4 Year Old      M/W/F    8:30-11:00 

4 Year Old      M-Th       1:00-3:30 

Young 5’s       M-Th       1:00-3:30 

2015 - 2016     

www.greenridge.com/kelley.rahilly 

Kelley Rahilly 
kelleyrahilly@gmail.com 

616-706-6439 

Resident of, and Realtor for, 
the Eastgate Neighborhood 

Neighborhood 

Block Parties! 

Specializing in builder’s and decorative hardware 

1500 Kalamazoo Avenue 
616.241.2655 

M-F 7am-6pm 
S 7:30 am –4:30pm 

www.modernhardware.com 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

vide an increased selection of natural products, from 
lotions to deodorants. The gluten-free section will be 

located in the health and wellness center, and it will 

more than triple in size. 

     The redesign also includes a “Michigan set” with 30 
feet of shelf space reserved for Michigan items.   

     Shoppers will notice big changes in the bulk food 

department as well—more than 30 bulk coffees, a bulk 
k-cup selection, and more than 300 bulk items in all.   

     With all the additions, our local D&W will offer 

more than 1750 new products.  “We hope to make this 
a model store going forward,” Huizinga said.  “We’re 

excited to offer this to the community.”   

D&W RENOVATION—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Block Party on 

Adams Street 

Block Party on 

Lenox Road 
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Another Season of Bike 

Tune-Ups at Eastminster 

Eastgate Dumped  

Its Trash 
Annual ENA “Dumpster Day” event at  

Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed Church 

is as popular as ever! 

TPC 
The Piano Cottage 

 
Exceptional Music Instruction 

 
2010 Boston Street 

616.334.7258 

www.thepianocottagegr.com 

The Breton Auto Wash installed a new sign, mark-
ing the end its summer-long construction project.   
The car wash added a new detailing bay.   
Congratulations on a job well done!   

An Eastgate neighbor 
wheels his grill to  
the metal recycler  

     This year’s Dumpster 
Day served at least 125 

households, with some mak-

ing more than one drop off.       

     ENA board member Tina 
Cronkhite helped at the 

event.  She observed, “Some 

neighbors came with wag-
ons, someone dragged a re-

cliner chair two blocks down 

the road, and a man wheeled 
a grill on a dolly. One neigh-

bor was here five times.” 

     Thanks to all the volun-

teers who helped, and to Ter-
ri Mawhinney for organizing 

Dumpster Day 2015!    

Credit Union brought wa-
ter, Beacon Hill at Eastgate and Blimpie provided food, Fifth 

Reformed Church offered a water station, and it was emceed 

by ENA president Shana Shroll.       

     This year’s winners were Zachariah Vruwink of Hudson-
ville with time of 16:10:75 and Emily Woodcock of Mount 

Pleasant with a time of 24:33:02.  
     Race Director Jill Moeller was pleased with the 
event.  “This is our fourth year of having the Eastgate 5k, and 

it grows every year.  It’s great to see this community come 

together,” she said.   
     The proceeds benefit both the Eastgate Neighborhood As-

sociation and the Beacon Hill Foundation. Thank you for 

supporting these great causes! 

EASTGATE 5K FROM PAGE 1 

     Summer rides by quick-
ly because it’s on bike 

wheels, right?  We’re hap-

py to report that almost 30 

bikes and trikes are rolling 
a bit more smoothly and 

safely because you stopped 

by our Hot Dog! Bike 
Tuneup days May 30, July 

25 and Aug. 22.  And thank 

you for donating three 
bikes that we can use for parts (or maybe even repair) next 

season.  We look forward to seeing you all again next year.                   

—Eastminster Bike Repair Team 

BEFORE 

AFTER 
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VANDEN BOUT  
SNOW & LAWN, INC. 

 
 

KEN VANDEN BOUT         

7154 Morse Lake Ave 
 

Alto, MI 49302 

(616) 437-7987 cell 

 (616) 868-LAWN 

Fifth  

Reformed 

Church 
 

Growing Disciples 
Who Make Disciples 

 

Sunday Worship 10:00am 
 

2012 Griggs St SE 

www.fifthrc.org / 616.245.9247 

 
For all your lawn needs! 
Do You Have Yard Work?  

Call Ken: 437-7987 

 Snow Plowing 
 One Time Fall Clean Up 
 Gutter Cleaning 
 Lawn Maintenance 
 Stump Grinding/Removal 
 Pruning 
 Fertilizing 



Sunday services at 10:00 and 5:30 
1800 Plymouth Rd 

www.phcrc.org 
243-5638 

E q u i p pi n g  d i sc i p l es  t o  b eco me n e i g h b ors…  
. . . i n v i t i n g  n e i g hb o rs  t o  b eco me d i sc i p l e s. 

 

BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 
2003 Burton St. S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
(616) 245-9830 

 

New Morning Traffic 

Crunch on Burton Street 
Burton and Chesaning.   
     Grand Rapids Christian 

Middle School principal 

Ashanti Bryant noted that 

the city of Grand Rapids is 

conducting a traffic study to 

     The intersection of Bur-
ton and Plymouth has al-

ways had high volumes of 

traffic brought by the three 

schools of Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, Grand Rap-

ids Christian High, and Ot-

tawa Hills High.  
     Recently, however, 

Grand Rapids Christian re-

located its middle school to 
the former Shawnee Middle 

School on the corner of 

 

determine the potential need 
for a traffic light on the cor-

ner of Burton and Chesan-

ing.    

     Also, he noted that two 
certified crossing guards 

assist with safety.   
     Bryant indicated that he 

may launch a “campaign” 

to have parents share their 

traffic concerns with the 
city as the city looks at the 

congestion.   

Morning traffic on Burton and Chesaning  
The city of Grand Rapids 

is conducting a traffic 

study to determine the 

potential need for  

a traffic light.  
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In and Around the ‘Gate... 
The Grand Rapids Fire Department 

came to the annual “Kids Night Out” 

event at Plymouth Heights Christian 

Reformed Church.  Families enjoyed 

The Critter Barn and the bounce 
houses, too! 

Construction on Woodward 

finally ended.  Whew.   

A semi truck backed up to the 

new store at Breton Village.  The 

retailer, Orvis, is set to open later 

this fall. 

Cool weather refreshed neigh-

bors at the delicious Hawaiian 

Luau pig roast provided by 

Beacon Hill at Eastgate on 

August 20.     

 

The Grand Rapids Christian 

Middle School dedication on 

August 19.   

     The Circle Theater is located on the cam-
pus of Aquinas College, mere minutes from 

the Eastgate neighborhood.  Circle Theatre 

kicks off its 64th season in 2016 with shows 

you don’t want to miss.   
 

 CATS: the beloved musical, running May 5-21.  

 PERFECT WEDDING: the comedy-farce play, 

running June 2-18.  

 FIRST DATE: the brand new Broadway hit 

musical, running July 14-30.   

 OVER THE RIVER AND THROUGH THE 

WOODS: the second play of the season is the 

warm-hearted comedy, running August 11-27. 

 ROCK OF AGES: closes out Circle's 2016 sea-

son.  Audiences can take in the rockin' West 

Michigan debut of ROCK OF AGES, running 

September 8-24.  

 CHARLOTTE’S WEB: the lovely family 
show. 

 FOUR CONCERTS: that play on se-
lect Monday and Tuesday nights throughout the 

summer. The concert series includes: DON'T 

STOP 'TIL YOU GET ENOUGH: THE MUSIC 

OF MICHAEL JACKSON,  ANYWAY YOU 

WANT IT: ARENA ROCK ANTHEMS, CLAS-

SIC TO COSMOPOLITAN: NASHVILLE 

PAST & PRESENT, MADE IN THE MITTEN: 

MICHIGAN MUSIC GREATS.  
 

Check out the Circle Theater’s website at Cir-
cleTheater.org for ticket information and box 

office hours.     

Circle Theater 

Season 2016 

Mark you calendars now  

     Vanden Bout Extends His Snow Plow Special 
 

      Ken VandenBout of VandenBout Snow and Lawn is extending his “Early Bird Special” for this year’s 

snow plowing season. If you sign up before October 16 you get  

$45 off.  This extension is only good for the Eastgate 
Neighborhood Association.  VandenBout also cleans  

          gutters and offers one-time complete fall clean-ups.   

           Call Ken’s cell: 437-7987 

$45.00 off 

Before  

Oct. 16 

See the Snow Plowing insert 

in this newsletter for details 



2015 BOARD 
Shana Shroll, PRESIDENT 
Jim Rauwerda, VICE PRESIDENT 
Paula Englin, SECRETARY 
Jonathan Chitwood, TREASURER 
Tina Cronkhite 
Terri Mawhinney 
Todd Neckers 
Chris Nienhuis 
Greg Wilkins 
Megan Wolenberg 

See something strange? 
 

CALL THE POLICE AT THE NON

-EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER: 

Host a  Block Party! 

 

 

Dial 311 

The city of Grand Rapids has a 311 service that al-

lows residents to contact individual city depart-

ments by dialing 311.  If you have concerns involv-

ing anything from street lights or pot holes or bark-

ing dogs, then 311 is the number to call.   

Police Non-Emergency 

456-3403 

Phone Directory 

 

 Join us  

 on Facebook 

 

Search  

Eastgate Neighborhood Association 

and be part of the discussion.   

VISIT US ON THE WEB 
The Eastgate  

Neighborhood Association  

Website is at 

www.eastgategr.com 

     The ENA reimburses expenses for block 

parties—up to $75.00.  Send receipts to our 

treasurer, Jonathan Chitwood at 1627 

Woodward. 

     Use the fall weather as an excuse to in-

vite your neighbors to get together!      

A Formal “Thank You” to the 

City of Grand Rapids 
Dear City Commissioners, 

The Eastgate Neighborhood Association would like to thank you 

for providing our neighborhood with a trash removal day.  This 

event is extremely popular, and it helps keep our houses, garages, 

and sheds clean.  A clean neighborhood is beneficial to everyone.  

Thank you.   

      Sincerely, 

      The Eastgate Neighborhood Association 

Thursday, October 15, at Fifth Reformed 

Church at 7 pm 

Saturday, October 31, at Fifth Reformed 

Church from 6-8 pm 

Stay tuned to facebook for details! 

456-3403 


