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Trunk 
or    

Treat   

     The Grand Rapids Family 
Credit Union hopes to open 
by the end of the year.   
     “We’re just waiting on 
construction for the final 
date,” said Lisa Smith-Tohey 
of GRFCU.   
     Neighbors can expect a 
post card inviting them to the 
grand opening. 
     GRFCU has been open 

since 1935 and was origi-
nally called the Grand Rap-
ids Municipal Employees 
Credit Union.      
     The building is located 
on Breton across from Bre-
ton Village. 
     Presently there are 7 
banks in the area, but this 
will be the only credit un-
ion 

GRFCU to Open by Year End 
Construction continues on Breton Location 

     Two hundred participants 
signed up for the first annual 
“Run for the Hills” 5k Run & 
Walk.   
     The Grand Rapids Police 
blocked off the roads while 
the runners meandered from 
Beacon Hill to Mulick Park 
to Fifth Reformed Church 
and back.   
     The atmosphere was fes-
tive, with the crowd, the live 
band, and the great food. 

     Race director Mike Wil-
lis was pleased with the 
turnout.  “We can build 
from here to make it bigger 
and better next year,” he 
said. 
     Proceeds from the race 
went to support Beacon 
Hill’s Mary and Martha 
Fund and the Eastgate 
Neighborhood Association. 
        

Run for the Hill Recap 
Plans are in the works for the 2013 Event 

Eastgate neighbor Annie 
Rauwerda was the overall 
female winner 

Sally Mahoney has stepped down as president of the Eastgate 
Neighborhood Association.   
 

We, the ENA board and the entire Eastgate community, are in-
debted to her.   
 

Sally has greatly enriched our neighborhood—she has contribut-
ed in more ways than we can list.  A few of her contributions in-
clude initiating our Trunk or Treat event, leading our meetings, 

and organizing our cookout and ice cream social.  In all her work, she always exhibited a 
positive attitude and gentle smile.   
 

She has served tirelessly on our behalf, providing leadership and advocating for the East-
gate Neighborhood.  As she officially “retires” from the board, we know she will continue 
to support the ENA.  If you see Sally, please thank her.   

A NOTE TO THE EASTGATE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 



     The remodeling project at the former Eastgate 
Pharmacy continues for Cato and Christian Cato.   
     In early October they knocked out the wall facing 
the parking lot and installed windows.   
     Now they are working on the bathrooms in the 
back of the store. 
     “We hope to have the slushie machine up and run-
ning by the end of the month,” said Chris.   
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3300 E. Paris Kentwood, MI 49512  

     The neighbors met at Fifth Reformed 
Church on October 4 for its annual 
meeting.   
 

POLICE OFFICE REPORT 
     Officer Steve Lewkowski reported 
that crime over all in the city increased 
by 36 calls.  He indicated that crime has 
gone up perhaps due to the weather or 
the reduction in officers.   
     Still ENA crime is low.  “We are for-
tunate to have crime as low as it is,” 
Oficer Lewkowski said. 
     A rash of crime in May seems to be 
the cause of the increased calls. 
 

REVISING THE BYLAWS 
This part of the meeting was led by Jon-
athan Chitwood.  Most changes were 
minor, involving check writing policy 
and governance of meetings.  Perhaps 
the most significant change involved 
creating a “business member” category.   
 

GOOD NEIGHBOR AWARD 
Jim Rauwerda and Shana Shroll present-
ed the good neighbor award to Madelyn 
Stella, citing her work with the garage 
sales and her service on the board.   
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
President Sally Mahoney presented her 
present’s report.  She gave a review of 
the events from this past year, including 
the ENA garage sales days, dumpster 

day, the ice cream social, and other 
events by area businesses, including the 
Beacon Hill 5k run-walk and the Plym-
outh Heights CRC Kids Night Out. 
 

BOARD ELECTIONS 
     Paula Englin of Elliott Street was 
elected to the board.  Stepping down 
were Madelyn Stella and President Sally 
Mahoney. 
     After the meeting the board elected 
Shana Shroll as the ENA president.  

Updated  bylaws, a Good Neighbor award, a 
police officer report, and new board member   

ENA Annual Meeting Report 
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“Eastgate” Work Continues  
New front windows and bathrooms  

are latest improvements 

A remodeled look for the 
former Eastgate Pharmacy 
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ANDREA’S PIZZA 

LUNCH HOURS:  Monday-Friday 11 AM to 1:30 PM 

DINNER HOURS: Monday-Thursday 4 PM to 10 PM 

Family owned since 1969 
Fast Delivery Available          
for Lunch and Dinner 

 

241-5446 
Friday & Saturday 4 PM to 11 PM 
Sunday  12 PM to 9 PM 

�

Breton Village 

�

 

1700 Woodward 
247-0433 

A Christian Outreach Program of  
EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH  

a place to be young, a place to belong 

___2010/2011 Classes___ 
 

3 Year Old      M/W      10:15-12:45 
3 Year Old      T/Th        8:30-11:00 
Young 4’s       T/Th/F   11:15-1:45 
4 Year Old      M/W/F    8:30-11:00 
4 Year Old      M-F         1:00-3:30 
Young 5’s       M-F         1:00-3:30 

2010 - 2011     

���������������	
��
��������������

���������������

�������������������	
��
�������������

���������
 !����������
�� 
�!�
����"��������#����$
��

��

�

Hello neighbors, 
     It’s hard to believe that fall 
is here already! What a beauti-
ful season it’s been so far.  
     We’ve had some really fun 
things that went on during the 
summer months within the 
Eastgate neighborhood, and we 
have a few more events to look 
forward to during the fall sea-
son.  

     Dumpster Day went well in mid August. Thanks to 
all who participated, and to those of you who helped 
organize the event.  We managed to fill seven dump-
sters and collect over 2,700 lbs of electronic waste.  In 
September we had the first ever 5k race offered within 
the Eastgate neighborhood. October brings the Bea-
con Hill Pig Roast, and of course we’ll end the month 
with our annual Trunk or Treat event. 
     See listings of upcoming events and volunteer op-
portunities in this issue of the GateWatch.  
     It’s been a privilege to serve on the ENA board for 
the past six years and specifically as president for the 
last two.  I’m stepping down from the board following 
our annual meeting, but I’m confident that the new 
president, Shana Shroll, will be just as committed to 
our fine community and the residents within.   
     Keep looking out for one another and please con-
tinue to strive to make our community the best that it 
can possibly be. 
   Sally Mahoney  
   ENA President 

From the President 

Specializing in builder’s and decorative hardware 
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www.modernhardware.com 

���������	
�����������	
�����������	
�����������	
��� ���


����������������������������������


�����������������������������������������
���������	
������������������������
����������������� !�""���#�������������$%
�������������	
�����������������������&��
���������'�����������������'����������	���%
�����
�������������������������'�����%
����������������������������������������%
���������#�����'����



�������������������������������

Memories Wanted 

Anyone from the Eastgate Neighborhood is invited to 
donate blood at the community blood drives.  

The Need for Blood   

· More than 4.5 million patients need life-saving 
blood transfusions each year in the U.S. and Can-
ada 

· 43,000 pints of donated blood are used each day 
in the U.S. and Canada. 

· Every two seconds, someone needs blood 
· On average, one out of every 7 people entering 

the hospital will need blood. 
· Blood banks often run short of type O and B 

blood. 
· The average red-cell transfusion amounts to 2.7 

pints. 
· Blood donors make a lifesaving difference. More 

than 4 million Americans would die each year 
without blood transfusions. 

Give the Gift             
of Blood 

Eastminster on November 18 
11:00am-2:00pm 

 

Plymouth Heights on December 17 
2:00pm-7:00 pm 

 

��

REACH 900 IMMEDIATE NEIGHBORS 
CONTACT US FOR PRICING FOR 2013 

����

����������
Is now accepting advertising  

Email: RAUWERDA@PRODIGY.NET 

SUPPORT 
THE  

EASTGATE  
NEIGHBORHOOD  
ASSOCIATION  
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     If you know what you’re 
looking at, you can still see 
remnants of the old days—
even in Eastgate. 
     The Eastgate neighborhood 
was once part of the former 
Paris Township, which 
stretched from Division Ave-
nue to the west and just be-
yond East Paris to the east.   
     The Paris township hall is 
still standing at Kalamazoo 
Avenue and 32nd Street.   
     Grand Rapids eventually 
annexed our corner of Paris 
Township, and now—after 
forming the neighborhood as-
sociation in 1992—we are the 
Eastgate neighborhood.   
     In Eastgate, the homes 
comprise a pretty diverse ar-
chitecture, from newer homes 
to the old Paris Township 
farm houses...everything in 
between.   
     Historically, Eastgate was 

not part of Grand Rapids or 
����� ����	� 
���	�
� ��� ����
farm lands, with cows and 
fields and crops.  
     In time, the houses came, 
and so did a few businesses.  
Businesses have come and 
gone, and some of the homes 
were demolished for business 
expansion.    
     And this is where we 
would like your help.   
     Do you have any old sto-
ries or photographs you would 
like to share?  Stories of your 
own house, or the old hospi-
tal, or the old gas station?   
     We would love to collect 
some of these to print in our 
newsletter.   
     If you know a former ENA 
neighbor who might have ex-
periences to share, please pass 
this request on to them.     
     Contact Jim at Rauwerda 
@prodigy.net 

photo of 1926 Boston taken in 1969  

Do you have 
any old sto-
ries or pho-
tographs you 
would like to 
share?   

Undated photograph of the former Metro Hospital of Boston Street 
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Roeda Studios Moves 
to the Strip Mall 

     Carol Roeda Studio re-
located to the new building 
at Breton Village. 
     The store opened on 
September 4, and held its  
grand opening on Septem-
ber 14. 

Kids Night Out  
Crawling with Fun 

Roeda Studeos at its new location 
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“Rick the Reptile Guy” with a giant snake 

     The original Breton Vil-
lage location was Roeda’s 
first Studio.  She also has 
stores on Lake Drive in 
East Hills, and in Ann Ar-
bor.   

     In August, Plymouth 
Heights hosted its Kids 
Night Out.   
     The evening was com-
plete with fine weather, 
sno-cones, hot dogs, and 
the show from Rick the 

Reptile Guy.  
     The Eastgate Neigh-
borhood Association 
would like to thank Plym-
outh Heights for inviting 
us to join the fun.   Thank 
you! 
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ENA Neighbors Utilize 
“Dumpster Day”  

     Eighty neighbors 
utilized 7 dumpsters to 
dispose of their garbage 
at the annual ENA 
dumpster day at the 
Plymouth Heights 
Christian Reformed 
Church parking lot.   
     The ENA board 
knows this service is 
important, and we al-
ways need volunteers to 
make it happen.   
     The ENA board 
would like to thank 
both the volunteers and 
the city of Grand Rap-
ids for providing this 
service.   

Boston Street Gets 
New Pavement 

Resurfacing work on Boston Street 

     In September, the East 
Grand Rapids  side of 
Boston Street was closed 
for resurfacing.  Those 

who walk on the side-
walks  in the area will 
notice improved side-
walks as well.   
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The sign that directed neigh-
bors to the dumpster line. 
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BARTOSZEWICZ FAMILY DENTAL 

2003 Burton St. S.E. 
Grand Rapids, MI  49506 

(616) 245-9830 

Craft Sale at  
Plymouth Heights 

     The community is in-
vited to start their Christ-
mas shopping while sup-
porting a great cause!  
     Independent consult-

ants from various home 
businesses will be there, 
including 31, Tastefully 
Simple, Tupperware, sev-
eral jewelry vendors, 
Miche, and Blessings Un-
limited. Also, crafters of 
jewelry, hair accessories, 
knit scarves, hats, flowers, 

and photography will pre-
sent their wares. 
      The youth pastor of 
Plymouth Heights CRC and 
her family will be moving 
to Dar Es Salaam, Tanza-
nia, Africa in July of 2013 
to serve at Haven Of Peace 
Christian Academy.       
     The proceeds of this 
show will go directly to 
Christian Reformed World 
Missions as part of their 
fundraising efforts.  
     For more information or 
to have your own booth, 
contact Gretchen at gretch-
endriesenga@gmail.com. 
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Summer Block Parties 

     The Eastgate Neighborhood 
board encourages neighbors to 
host block parties.  Getting to 
know your neighbors creates 
community and fosters a safe 
environment. 
     The ENA reimburses costs 
��� ��� ������
� ����� ��������� ��	�
submit them to our treasurer.  

His contact information is on the 
back page of this newsletter. 
     No one is “in charge” of 
block parties.  If your street has-
n’t had a  block party in a while, 
perhaps you could initiate one.   
     Recently, the Woodward and 
Orville neighbors called and had 

the city block the street (a $20 
cost).  While the adults talked—
the kids played a rousing game 
of “kick the can” and jumped in 
the rented blow-up bunce house.   

     In August, the Lenox neigh-
bors had a cookout, each bring-
ing a dish to complement the 
hamburgers and hot dogs. 
     The Hutchinson neighbors 
enjoyed a 4th of July bike pa-
rade and a time of lunch.  While 
Fifth Reformed Church was re-
doing it’s parking lot, the kids 
played on the sand piles. 
     Block parties can happen in 
the fall or winter, and any activi-
ties—large or small—build 
community.        

��������
�� ��
����
	������!����"#$%&& �

����������'���	��
��(�
�)����	
�!�
����%��

*�����������������+�

Hutchinson, Lenox, Woodward and Orville hosted  
parties this summer.  It’s not too late for your street! 
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Call Laurie at (616) 245-9179 
to schedule your personal tour 

Visit us online at 
www.beaconhillgr.org 

Savor the culinary delights prepared by our award winning chef and 
served in one of our three restaurant style venues 

Enjoy an independent lifestyle in a beautiful all-new apartment 
home.  Celebrate each day with fellowship and a full schedule of 
activities.  Expand your horizons in an environment designed to 
invigorate your senses and provide a level of comfort beyond tra-
ditional retirement communities. 



Sunday services at 10:00 and 5:00 
1800 Plymouth Rd 
 

www.phcrc.org 
243-5638 

 

E q u i p p i n g  d i s c i p l e s  t o  b e c o m e  n e i g h b o r s …  
. . . i n v i t i n g  n e i g h b o r s  t o  b e c o m e  d i s c i p l e s. ����

 

Community Gardens:  
Year Two 

     Greg Wilkins is em-
ployed by Fifth Reformed 
Church, and he’s also a 
board member for the 

Eastgate Neighborhood 
Association.   
     When Beacon Hill’s 
community garden was 
full this spring, he made 
arrangements to start a 

community garden at Fifth 
Reformed Church.   
     By his estimation, it 
has been a great success.  
“I really enjoy how much 
the garden builds commu-
nity,” he said.  “It’s really 
amazing.” 
     The community gar-
dens at both locations have 
produced abundantly—so 
much so that Beacon Hill 
even considered having a 
mini-farmers’ market.  
     The ENA would like to 
thank Beacon Hill and 
Fifth Reformed.  Thanks!  
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formed Church and Beacon Hill at Eastgate each 

offer gardening opportunities for Eastgate neighbors.   

“I really enjoy how 
much the garden 

builds community” 

     The deep quiet in this place restores my soul.  Tucked 
away on the far north end and surrounded by natural 
growth, I am at work in the Beacon Hill Garden.  A man 
who lives here has just 
shown me a plaque he 
placed on his plot in 
memory of his first 
spouse.   
     Others comment 
about how good their tomato yield was this year.  Garden-
ers from the neighborhood bring their children in strollers 
to weed, pick beans, or just to enjoy the colorful land-
scape.   I am impressed with the diligence of several BH 
neighbors.  They work hard!  A couple of them confessed 

they had big gardens before moving into our neighbor-
hood.  I might be a decade younger, but I have trouble 
keeping my plot up to their standards. 
     Thanks, Beacon Hill, for creating this quiet place 
where neighbors from BH and from Eastgate can mingle, 
talk and work.  Some of our garden stories may resemble 
enhanced fish stories, but nobody minds.   

A Garden Nurtures 
Friendships By Hank Post 

Eastgate Neighbor 

'����
�,����	���-���,�)�
�	
������������.�����
!��	�����
���������
��)
� ��-�����)
� �

���������	��� �����,����
�������

%(�� �

Corn grows in the parkway at Fifth Reformed Church 

—Greg Wilkins 
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Vanden Bout Extends 
“Early Bird Special” 

     The flier tucked into 
this issue of the Gatewatch 
indicates that Vanden 
Bout’s Snow Removal 
“Early Bird Special” has 
expired.   
     However, Ken has ex-
tended that special for the 
Eastgate Neighbors until October 25.      
     For his 50-year anniversary, Ken is offering spe-
cials on fall clean-ups.  See his ad on page 7. 

Ministerial Team 
Rev. Ann Conklin, Pastor 

Rev. Brian Madison, Theologian in Residence 

"/0�1��*2��3�
For the Eastgate Neighborhood 

Package Includes: 
Talking keypad 
Remote keyfob 
2 door contacts 

1 motion detector 

Call Eastgate neighbor Mary Ann for 
a free home security review:     

616-813-7881 

Mentoring at Mulick  

     Do you love children? 
Could you help a child 
improve his reading or 
practice math? Could you 
offer her guidance, sup-
port and a listening ear?        
     Would you be willing 
to share your gifts for an 
hour once a week during 
school to tutor/mentor at 
Mulick? 
     The Eastgate Collabo-
rative of Churches 
(Plymouth Heights, Fifth 

Reformed and Eastmin-
ster Presbyterian) will be 
sending tutors "back to 
school" SOON.   
     Tutor orientation and a 
background check are 
required.  
     Come be a part of 
"Mentoring at Mulick. 
     Contact Julie at 616-
822-4274 or        jftrasky 
@gmail.com for infor-
mation . 
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Save the Date:  
“Kids Night In” 

Plymouth Heights Movie Night 
January 25, 2013 at 7:00 pm 

     Join us for a family friendly move on the big screen 
complete with popcorn and snacks!  Doors open at 
6:30pm.  Movie will begin at 7:00 pm. 
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Membership Year is January 1—December 31.   

Dues are $15 per family, per year.  Please make checks payable to Eastgate 
Neighborhood Association.  Nonprofit Corporate ID #: 766944 

 
Name(s): _________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ____________________________________________________ 
 
____ New Member  
____ Renewing Member  
____ Yes!  I would like to serve on the ENA Board 

Return completed form & annual dues ($15)  to:   
ENA c/o Jonathan Chitwood, Treasurer 
1627 Woodward  
Grand Rapids, MI 49506   
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2012/2013 Board 
[  

 

Shana Shroll, PRESIDENT  
Jim Rauwerda, VICE PRESIDENT 
Paula Englin, SECRETARY 
Jonathan Chitwood, TREASURER 
Tina Cronkhite 
Gretchen Driesenga 
Terri Mawhinney 
Kelley Rahilly 
Greg Wilkins 

President Sally Mahoney 
retired from the board.  If 
you see her, please offer 

her your thanks.   
THANKS SALLY! 

Eastgate Dates 
 

Eastgate Dates: 
·     Trunk or Treat: October 31 
·     Voting Day: November 6 
·     Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed 
Church’s “Kids Night In” on January 25 

Pig Roast at  
Beacon Hill  

     On October 11 
the neighbors 
joined Beacon Hill 
at Eastgate for 
their annual Pig 
Roast.   
     As usual, the 
food was superb 
and the atmos-
phere was enter-
taining.   
     Due to the cold-
er weather this year, the entertainment per-
formed inside, but many neighbors gathered 
at the tables outside.   
     We would like to graciously thank Bea-
con Hill for its hospitality. 


